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Rhondda  Urban  Di&ridt  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  1916. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rhondda -Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
fifteenth  annual  report  upon  the  sanitary  condition  and 
other  circumstances  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  population 
of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  the  year  1916. 

The  report  has  been  considerably  curtailed  in  com- 
pliance with  the  suggestion  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  for  reasons  of  economy,  and  in  consequence  of 
changes  in  and  depletion  of  our  staff  caused  by  the  war. 

The  year  1916  has  on  the  whole  proved  a satisfactory 
one  for  the  district  from  the  standpoint  of  the  public 
health,  for  the  general  death-rate, — 12.6  per  1,000 
of  the  living  population, — is  the  lowest  recorded  for  39 
years.  There  has  also  been  a welcome  reduction  in  the 
zymotic  and  infantile  death-rates,  both  of  which,  in  1916, 
are  the  lowest  to  be  found  in  our  statistical  records. 

The  Council,  while  recognizing  that  municipal 
activities  generally  are  to  be  checked  rather  than 
encouraged  under  the  circumstances  arising*  from  the 
war,  have  nevertheless  realized  that  a policy  of  inactivity 
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in  certain  directions  can  be  adopted  at  too  bigli  a price 
to  tbe  community.  They  consequently  did  not  rest 
satisfied  with  the  conditions  which  existed  before  the  war 
in  such  matters  as  the  well-being  of  the  children,  and 
they  decidedrin  the  course  of  the  year  to  add  to  onr  staff 
and  to  other  means  of  combatting  some  of  the  evil 
influences  which  have  served  in  the  past  to  render 
impossible  the  survival,  for  even  12  months,  of  many 
hundreds  each  year  of  the  babies  born  in  the  district. 

The  problems  directly  affecting  the  public  health 
which  most  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Council  in  the 
course  of  the  year  include  : — 

(1)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  steps  taken 
by  the  Council,  already  referred  to,  justify  the  opinion  that 
the  immediate  future  will  be  well  spent  in  applying  to  the 
best  advantage  the  means  now  placed  at  our  disposal  for 
continuing  to  reduce  the  still  high  infantile  mortality 
pertaining  to  the  district.  Our  efforts  will  be  materially 
encouraged  by  the  belief  that  no  hesitation  will  be  shown 
by  the  Council  in  supplementing  those  means  with  others 
which  time  and  experience  will  show  to  be  desirable  or 
essential  for  the  greater  effectiveness  of  the  scheme  as  now 
extended. 

(2)  The  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases.  While 
there  has  been  no  serious  reduction  in  the  means  which 
are  still  available  for  the  control  of  the  long-notifiable 
infectious  diseases  occurring  in  the  district,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a lady  doctor  and  more  health  visitors  will  also 
make  it  practicable  to  devote  some  time  to  the  prevention 
or  reduction  of  the  periodical  prevalence  of  measles  and 
the  resulting  mortality  from  this  disease. 

(3)  Refuse  Disposal.  The  difficulties  already 
experienced  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  as  regards  the 
lack  of  competition  among  the  contractors  and  the  con- 
sequent cost  of  scavenging,  have  been  intensified  during 


1916  and  have  rendered  necessary  the  extension  of  the  area 


relaxation  of  the  specifications  introduced  during  the  year, 
a lessened  efficiency  as  regards  the  quality  of  the  work 
carried  out  has  been  the  natural  consequence,  and  one 
is  tempted  to  express  the  hope  that  the  conditions  will 
soon  render  unavoidable  the  performance  of  the  work  by 
direct  labour  throughout  the  whole  area. 

Many  other  questions,  with  regard  to  which  the 
maintenance  of  the  present  position  is  as  much  as,  or1 
more  than,  the  Council  can  hope  to  attain  until  after  the 
war,  will  require  very  serious  attention  when  the  circum- 
stances will  become  more  favourable.  Among  the  most 
important  of  these  are  the  closure  of  tenements  unfit  for 
human  habitation  after  the  provision  of  new  houses  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  dislodged  inmates,  the  quality, 
quantity,  and  form  of  the  milk  supplied  to  the  district, 
and  the  protection,  storage,  purification,  and  distribution 
of  several  of  our  many  water  supplies. 


formerly  scavenged  by  the  Council.  Owing  to  the 


I am, 


Yours  faithfully, 


The  Council  Offices, 


Rhondda. 


POPULATION. 


1911  (last  Census  year)  ...  ...  ...  ...  152,781 

1916  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  death- 

rate)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153,373 

1916  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  birth- 
rate) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166,873 

The  influence  which  the  war  has  exercised  upon  the 
distribution  of  the  population  has  been  very  considerable 
although  probably  not  as  great  as  in  many  other  districts 
of  similar  size,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  sole  industry 
of  the  Rhondda  is  among  the  certified  occupations,  those 
engaged  in  the  winning  and  working  of  coal  being, 
generally  speaking,  exempted  from  compulsory  military 
service. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  war  however  a large  number 
of  the  local  colliers  volunteered  for  service  in  the  Army 
or  Navy,  but  many  of  the  vacant  places  thus  created  were 
filled  by  the  ingress  from  outlying  districts  of  others  who 
were  less  disposed  by  temperament  or  more  hampered  by 
circumstances  or  weight  of  years  to  join  the  Colours. 

The  estimate  of  166,873  persons  given  above  is  that 
of  the  Registrar-General  for  the  civil  population  of  the 
district  for  1916,  and  no  material  alteration  of  that  used 
for  the  previous  year  is  considered  necessary,  the  pre-war 
methods  based  on  the  assumption  of  a continuance  of  the 
rate  of  increase  recorded  for  the  previous  intercensal 
period  being  considered  under  present  conditions  less 
applicable  than  others  available. 

In  this  connection  certain  statistics  obtained  by 
sanitary  inspectors  are  of  interest.  They  relate  to  all 
the  sub-districts  of  the  urban  area,  the  two  periods  con- 
tributing the  figures  for  comparison  being  T912,  1913, 
and  1914  before  the  war  on  the  one  side,  and  early  in  1917 
on  the  o th ex  side.  The  houses  involved  amounted  in 
number  to  3,137,  were  typical  of  the  district  generally, 


17 


were  distributed  throughout  the  whole  area,  and  in  the 
aggregate  formed  about  one-ninth  of  the  total  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  the  district. 


A consideration  of  the  figures  thus  obtained  serves  to 
show : — 

(1)  That  there  has  been  since  the  beginning  of  the  war 
a reduction  of  the  total  population  of  the  district  by 
8,903  persons,  equivalent  to  5.7  per  cent. ; 

(2)  That,  if  analysed,  this  reduction  is  found  to  be 
greatest  among  males  over  10  years  of  age,  in  whom  it 
amounts  to  14.2  per  cent.  ; 

(3)  That  even  in  children  under  10  years  of  age  the 
diminution  has  amounted  to  4.9  per  cent.  ; and 

(4)  That  the  only  apparent  increase  among  the  con- 
sidered age-groups  has  taken  place  in  females  over  10 
years  of  age,  the  extent  of  such  increase  amounting  to  5.0 
per  cent,  of  the  pre-war  number. 


BIRTHS. 


1916. 


Averag*  for 
Ten  Tears. 

1906-1915. 


Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  4,481  5,301 

Birth-rate  in  Rhondda  ...  ...  26.8  35.3 

Birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales...  21.6  24.6 


The  decrease  in  the  number  of  births  recorded  in  1915 
was  still  greater  in  1916,  the  annual  totals  for  the  two 
years  being  4,983  and  4,481  respectively,  whereas  the 
average  number  of  births  for  the  five  previous  years  was 
5,484,  or  1,000  more  than  in  1916.  There  has  also  been 
a decrease  in  the  population  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  but  not  to  a corresponding  extent.  The  change 
ip  the  constitution  of  the  population  caused  by  the  absence 
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of  a large  number  of  men  has  doubtless  bad  a more  marked 
elfect  than  the  mere  reduction  of  the  population  as  a whole. 
The  birth-rate  resulting  from  the  4,481  births  in  the  year 
1916  is  26.8  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  rate  is 
considerably  the  lowest  in  the  statistical  records  of  the 
Rhondda,  and  is  8.5  less  than  the  average  rate  for  the 
ten  previous  years,  and  8.1  less  than  the  average  for  the 
five  years  1910-14. 

There  was  no  information  received  that  any  children 
of  Rhondda  parents  had  been  born  outside  the  district  in 
the  course  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  year 
were  1,171,  1,129,  1,166,  and  1,015  respectively. 

There  was  a slight  excess  of  males  over  females, — 
2,267  to  2,214,  or  a difference  of  53  in  favour  of  the 
males, — but  the  greater  mortality  among  males,  especially 
in  infancy  and  adult  life,  more  than  counterbalances  the 
excess  at  birth,  there  being  a preponderance  of  females 
over  males  in  the  country  as  a whole.  This  difference  at 
the  last  census  (1911)  wTas  in  the  proportion  of  1,068 
females  to  1,000  males.  Rhondda,  however,  in  common 
with  several  other  industrial  towns,  was  an  exception,  the 
ratio  in  1911  having  been  835  females  to  1,000  males, 
the  balance  lost  by  the  greater  incidence  of  deaths  among 
male  children  having  been  more  than  restored  by  the 
immigration  of  young  male  adults  into  the  district  (see 
Appendix,  Tables  3,  5,  and  7,  for  birth  statistics). 


ILLEGITIMACY. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  recorded  as 
belonging  to  the  Rhondda  in  1916  amounted  to  106,  as 
compared  with  146,  119,  130,  121,  136,  160,  147,  and  139 
pertaining  respectively  to  the  eight  immediately  pre- 
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ceding  years.  It  should  be  noted  however  that  no  infor- 
mation of  babies  born  to  Rhondda  unmarried  mothers 
was  received  as  having  occurred  outside  the  district  in 
the  course  of  1916,  whereas  21  and  14  were  reported  for 
1914  and  1915. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  births  for  the  year 
yields  a rate  of  .63  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  24 
per  1,000  of  the  total  births,  the  corresponding  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  being  .98  and  44.5  in  1915,  those  for 
1910  not  being  yet  available. 

If  however  the  comparison  be  based  upon  the  ratio 
between  me  number  of  illegitimate  births  and  the  number 
of  unmarried  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45,  the 
result  is  unfavourable  to  the  Rhondda,  for  by  this  method 
the  rate  pertaining  to  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  is 
estimated  at  7.4  per  1,000  unmarried  women  of  conceptive 
age  in  1915,  whereas  the  corresponding  rate  for  the 
Rhondda  in  the  same  year  was  estimated  at  11.7,  and  in 
1916,  8.3  per  1,000. 


DEATHS. 

Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1916. 

1906-1915 

Number  of  Deaths 

1,940 

2,266 

Rate  per  1,000  in  Rhondda  ... 

, 12.6 

15.2 

,,  ,,  96  Great  Towns  ... 

14.4 

— 

,,  ,,  England  & Wales... 

14.0 

14.3 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
throughout  1916  amounted  to  1,845,  of  which  35,  in- 
cluding the  deaths  of  two  soldiers,  were  among  people  not 
belonging  to  the  Rhondda.  On  the  other  hand,  to  the 
number  of  1,810  thus  arrived  at  must  be  added  the  deaths 
of  130  Rhondda  residents  which  occurred  outside  the 
area  and  which  consequently  were  registered  elsewhere,  a 
pett  total  of  1,940  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
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district  being  tlms  reached.  Among  the  130  deaths  which 
occurred  elsewhere,  26  took  place  at  Cardiff  Infirmary, 
39  at  Bridgend  Asylum,  35  at  Pontypridd  Workhouse; 
the  remaining  30  occurred  at  various  other  places 
throughout  the  country. 

The  aggregate  of  1,940  deaths  is  the  lowest  absolute 
total  for  the  district  since  1894,  and,  in  the  estimated 
population  of  153,373,  is  equivalent  to  a general  death- 
rate  of  12.6  per  1,000,  which  is  easily  the  most  favourable 
Rhondda  death-rate  recorded  for  at  least  35  years,  and 
which  is  1.2  per  1,000  lower  than  the  13.8  pertaining  to 
1912,  hitherto  the  year  possessing  the  lowest  death-rate. 
When,  however,  allowance  is  made  for  the  differences  of 
age  and  sex  distribution,  as  ascertained  to  have  existed 
at  the  last  census,  this  “ crude  ” death-rate  of  12.6  must 
be  increased  to  13.9  per  1,000  in  order  to  determine  the 
“ corrected  ” death-rate  for  the  district  for  the  year  1916. 

In  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  reduction  of  its 
death-rate,  Rhondda  occupies  the  23rd  position  among  the 
96  Great  Towns  throughout  England  and  Wales,  and  is 
the  most  favourably  placed  amongst  the  other  members 
of  the  Welsh  Group  consisting  of  Cardiff,  Newport, 
Aberdare,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  and  Swansea,  with  death-rates 
of  13.2,  13.7,  13.9,  14.7,  and  15.0  per  1,000  respectively. 
It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Rhondda  death-rate 
for  1916  is  lower  than  the  average  rates  for  both  the 
96  Great  Towns  and  England  and  Wales,  to  the  respective 
extents  of  1.8  and  1.4  per  1,000. 

The  diseases  to  which  most  of  the  deaths  were  ascribed 
consisted  of  pneumonia  (all  forms),  bronchitis,  heart 
disease,  congenital  debility  (including  premature  birth), 
tuberculosis,  various  forms  of  violence,  cancer,  and 
diarrhoea,  with  the  respective  totals  of  210,  201,  182,  164, 
149,  108,  105,  and  83  (Table  III.  Appendix).  All  these 
causes  except  violence  and  cancer  contributed  fewer  deaths 
in  1916  than  in  the  previous  year, 
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Tlie  number  and  percentage  proportions  of  the  deaths 
divided  into  their  respective  age-groups  which  occurred 
in  the  Rhondda  during  the  year  are  as  follow:  — 

471,  or  24  per  cent.,  under  1 year  of  age. 

118,  or  6 per  cent.,  1 year  and  under  2 years. 

99,  or  5 per  cent.,  2 years  and  under  5 years. 

78,  or  4 per  cent.,  5 years  and  under  15  years. 

101,  or  5 per  cent.,  15  years  and  under  25  years. 

265,  or  14  per  cent.,  25  years  and  under  45  years. 

451,  or  23  per  cent.,  45  years  and  under  65  years. 

357,  or  19  per  cent.,  65  years  and  over. 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

Of  the  1,845  deaths  which  were  registered  within  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  during  the  year,  1,706  were 
certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  the  District 
Coroner  held  inquests  on  131,  and  the  remaining  8 were 
uncertified  by  either  coroner  or  medical  attendant. 

The  respective  proportions  of  the  certified  deaths, 
inquest  cases,  and  uncertified  deaths  were  92.5,  7.1,  and 
.4  per  cent. 

In  the  case  of  the  eight  uncertified  deaths,  the  causes 
of  death  assigned  were  as  follows  : — 


Convulsions  ...  ...  • • • 3 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  2 

Asthenia  ...  ...  ...  • • • 1 

Congenital  Defects  ...  ...  1 

Inanition  * ? T ...  . • r ...  1 
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STILL-BORN  CHILDREN. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  William  Powell,  the  Clerk  to  the 
Burial  Board,  for  a record  of  the  number  of  still-born 
children  brought  to  the  three  cemeteries  for  burial  during 
the  years  1897-1916. 


No  of  Still-born 

No  of 

Rate  per 

Children 

Births 

1,000 

Tear 

recorded. 

Registered. 

Births 

1897 

...  229 

4,109 

55.7 

1898 

...  210 

4,120 

...  50.9 

1899 

...  271 

4,089 

...  66.3 

1900 

...  312 

4,469 

...  69.6 

1901 

...  348 

4,586 

75.9 

1902 

...  333 

4,937 

...  67.5 

1903 

...  333 

4,897 

...  68.0 

1904 

...  301 

4,860 

...  61.9 

1905 

...  367 

4,664 

...  78.7 

1906 

...  323 

4,751 

67.9 

1907 

...  346 

4,831 

...  71.6 

1908 

...  354 

5,454 

...  64.9 

1909 

...  337 

5,577 

...  60.4 

1910 

...  321 

5,628 

...  57.0 

1911 

...  292 

5,491 

...  53.2 

1912 

...  268 

5,236 

...  51.2 

1913 

...  330 

5,505 

...  59.9 

1914 

...  355 

5,558 

...  62.1 

1915 

...  257 

4,983 

...  51.6 

1916 

230 

4,481 

51.3 

Average  for 
10  year 
periods. 


66.2 


t 58.3 


For  purposes  of  comparison  I also  append  a table  giving 
the  corresponding  figures  for  premature  births:--' 
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Deaths  from 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

Average  for 

Premature 

Births 

1,000 

10  year 

Year 

Birth, 

Registered. 

Births, 

periods, 

1897 

72 

4,109  ... 

17.5 

1898 

53 

4,120  ... 

12.8 

1899 

56 

4,089  ... 

13.6 

1900 

66 

4,469  ... 

14.7 

1901 

74 

4,586  ... 

16.1 

■ 14  4 

1902 

53 

4,937  ... 

10.7 

1903 

84 

4,897  ... 

17.1 

1904 

69 

4,860  ... 

14.1 

1905 

62 

4,664  ... 

13.3 

1906 

69 

4,751  ... 

14.5 

1907 

68 

4,831  ... 

14.1  \ 

1908 

88 

5,454  ... 

16.1 

1909 

93 

5,577  ... 

16.7 

1910 

85 

5,628  ... 

15.1 

1911 

85 

5,491  ... 

15.5 

; 15.6 

1912 

87 

5,236  ... 

16.6 

1913 

84 

5,505  ... 

15.3 

1914 

99 

5,558  ... 

17.8 

1915 

65 

4,983  ... 

13.0 

1916 

75 

4,481 

16.7 

INFANTILE 

MORTALITY 

Average  for 
' Ten  Years. 

1916. 

1906-1915 

Rhondda  per  1,000  Births 

105 

147 

96  Great  Towns  ... 

99 

England  and  Wales 

91 

Tlie  term  “ Infantile  Mortality  ” is  used  to  express  tlie 
proportion  which,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  hears  to  the  number  of  births  during  the 
same  period.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Rhondda  of 
infants  within  that  age  in  1916  amounted  to  471,  which 
is  the  lowest  total,  both  absolutely  and  relatively,  for  the 
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district  for  many  years,  hitherto  the  best  year  recorded 
having  been  the  immediately  preceding  one.  The 
resulting  infantile  mortality  of  105  per  1,000  births  is 
the  lowest  in  our  statistical  records,  and  is  9 below  that 
pertaining  to  the  previous  year.  Even  this  reduction  has 
not  enabled  the  district  to  keep  pace  with  the  improvement 
recorded  throughout  the  country  generally,  the  relative 
positions  in  1915  of  the  96  Great  Towns  and  the  Rhondda 
having  been  reversed  in  1916,  the  latter  now  occupying 
the  less  favourable  place  by  6 per  1,000  (see  aboA7e  table). 
The  reduction  in  the  Rhondda  infantile  mortality  as  com- 
pared with  its  own  average  rate  for  the  ten  previous  years 
is  however  more  than  maintained  and  amounts  to  42  per 
1,000. 

Some  of  the  statistics  obtainable  as  a result  of  the 
inquiries  made  by  the  health  visitors  are  given  in  the 
appended  table  and  serve  to  bring  into  prominence  the 
association  between  the  fatalities  and  a variety  of  circum- 
stances which  tend  to  the  non-survival  of  those  who  failed 
to  attain  the  age  of  twelve  months.  It  is  obvious  that  potent 
adverse  influences  are  in  operation  before  or  at  the  births 
of  a gr'eat  proportion  of  the  children,  for  no  fewer  than  262 
were  born  dead  throughout  the  Rhondda  in  1916.  It  may 
be  difficult  or  impossible  to  determine  what  these  influences 
were  in  individual  cases,  but  some  of  the  facts  given  in 
the  table  show  that  they  are  active  in  the  successive 
pregnancies  of  the  same  mothers,  and  suggest  that  proper 
attention  in  the  way  of  advice  and  treatment  will  lead  to 
their  removal  or  a reduction  in  their  potency,  and  thus 
afford  future  generations  of  babies  a better  chance  +o 
survive  botn  their  ante-natal  existence  and  their  birth. 

Again,  in  the  case  of  the  children  born  alive  the  post- 
natal existence  of  a large  number  of  them  was  very  short- 
lived, for  no  fewer  than  105  died  before  they  were  a week 
old,  and  in  the  large  majority  of  these  cases  also  it  is 
probable  that  their  ante-natal  existence  or  the  conditions  at 
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Table  giving  in  detail  the  information  obtained  by  the  Health  Visitors  concerning  deaths 
of  446  children  under  one  and  of  262  children  born  dead. 


Deaths  ol  children 
under  one. 

Still-Births. 

Per  Cent 

Per  Cent 

Total 

of  Total 

Total 

of  Total 

Number. 

Case9. 

Number. 

Cases. 

q.  f Male  . . 
Sex  1 Female 

243 

54 

157 

60 

203 

46 

105 

40 

r 0 to  12  hours 

28 

6 

12  to  24  „ 

12 

3 

1 to  7 days 

65 

14 

1 to  4 weeks 

55 

12 

1 to  2 months 

54 

12 

2 to  3 ,, 

34 

8 

Ages  at 
Death. 

3 to  4 „ 

4 to  5 ,, 

5 to  6 „ 

34 

21 

16 

8 

5 

4 

6 to  7 ,, 

‘27 

6 

7 to  8 ,, 

23 

5 

8 to  9 ,, 

16 

4 

9 to  10  ,, 

19 

4 

10  to  11  „ 

19 

4 

.11  to  12  „ 

23 

5 

Maturity 

f Mature 

352 

80 

113 

54 

( Premature 

94 

21 

119 

46 

Insured  ... 

134 

30 

Not  well  from  birth  ... 

159 

36 

Previously  visited  by  Health  Visitor 

270 

60 

Separated  from  mother  . . 

4 

1 

Breast-fed  ... 

204 

46 

Partly  breast-fed 

23 

5 

Bottle-fed 

138 

32 

Spoon-fed 

26 

6 

Unfed 

55 

12 

Eottle ' xubesha|jed  ::  ::: 

used,  j Boat-shaped  and.  tube 

149 

11 

1 

34 

3 

Milk/Cows*' 
Mllk  \ Condensed 

63 

14 

96 

22 

Patent  Foods 

28 

7 

Abnormal  number  of  flies  in  house 

Insanitary  condition  of  house 

8 

1 

5 

1 

Overcrowding  ... 

3 

1 

Previous  deaths 

1 child  under  one  year  of  age 

51 

11 

30 

11 

2 children  ,,  ,, 

15 

3 

10 

4 

3 children  ,,  ,, 

8 

2 

8 

3 

4 or  more  children  ,, 

9 

2 

8 

3 

Total  number  with  previous  deaths 

of  Infants  under  one 

83 

18 

56 

21 

Number  with  1 previous  still-birth 

15 

3 

30 

11 

yy 

„ 2 ,,  still-births 

4 

1 

18 

6 

yy 

J>  3 m »» 

11 

4 

y y 

,,  4 or  more  ,, 

2 

8 

3 

Total  number  with  previous  still- 

births 

21 

5 

67 

24 

Abnormal  condition  of  mother 

124 

27 

150 

57 

Difficult  birth 

105 

24  I 

139 

53 

Illegitimate  ... 

8 

1 1 

3 

1 

26 


birtli  were  not  sufficiently  favourable  to  endow  them  with 
enough  independent  vitality  to  survive  the  first  few  hours 
or  days  of  their  separate  being.  Thus  a total  of  176  babies 
died  too  soon  after  birth  to  permit  the  health  visitors  to 
exercise  any  influence  upon  their  welfare. 

In  446  fatalities  concerning  which  inquiries  were 
made,  40,  or  9 per  cent.,  occurred  within  24  hours  of 
birth,  and  105,  or  24  per  cent.,  within  the  first  week; 
94,  or  21  per  cent.,  were  prematurely  born;  204,  or  46 
per  cent.,  were  breast-fed;  and  55,  or  12  per  cent.,  were 
stated  to  have  been  unable  to  take  any  nourishment  at 
all.  It  is  significant  that  in  124  instances,  or  27  per  cent., 
the  mother  was  not  in  a normal  state  of  health  before  the 
baby’s  birth,  and  that  in  105  cases,  or  24  per  cent.,  the 
labour  was  reported  as  having  been  unusually  difficult. 


Children  who  survived. 

Children  who 
died. 

Totals. 

Per- 

centages. 

1 

Totals, 

Percent- 

ages 

Breast-fed  ... 

3,377 

84 

204 

45 

Partly  breast-fed 

166 

4 

23 

5 

Bottle-fed  ... 

485 

12 

138 

32 

Spoon-fed  ... 

5 

— 

26 

6 

Unfed 

— 

— 

55 

12 

Bottle 

Boat-shaped., 

449 

69 

149 

93 

Used 

Tube 

186 

29 

11 

7 

„ Boat- shaped  and  tube 

16 

2 

1 

— 

Milk  < 

'Cow’s 

247 

37 

63 

33 

Used  ] 

[^Condensed  ... 

335 

51 

96 

52 

Patent  foods  used 

74 

11 

28 

15 

As  summarised  in  the  annexed  table,  a record  was  kept 
of  the  method  of  feeding  followed  in  each  instance  investi- 
gated and  the  marked  superiority  of  breast-feeding  as 
compared  with  all  other  forms  in  vogue  in  the  district  is 
again  borne  out,  for  the  fatalities  among  all  artificially- 
fed  babies  reached  from  21  to  27  per  cent,  according  to 
the  particular  method  employed,  whereas  the  deaths 
among  those  exclusively  breast-fed  amounted  to  only  (i  per 
cent. 

As  in  all  other  recent  years,  considerable  attention  was 
given  by  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  to  the 
adoption  of  further  measures  for  the  reduction  of 
the  infantile  mortality  in  the  district  and  an  extension 
of  the  previously  existing  scheme,  after  its  submission 
to  and  approval  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
was  adopted.  This  scheme  consists  of  the  appointment 
of  a lady  medical  practitioner,  an  increase  of  the 
number  of  health  visitors  from  six  to  twelve,  and  the 
establishment  of  a clinic  at  which  mothers,  expectant  or 
actual,  can  attend  periodically  to  receive  advice  with 
regard  to  their  own  condition  as  well  as  that  of  their 
children  up  to  the  time  when  they  become  enrolled  on  a 
school  register. 

Some  delay  in  putting  the  fuller  scheme  in  operation 
was  however  caused  by  the  disappointing  response  to  the 
Council's  advertisements  inviting  applications  for  health 
visitors,  and  the  lady  doctor  appointed  (Hr.  H.  G.  Jones) 
was  unable  to  take  up  her  duties  until  1917.  It  is  hoped 
and  expected  that  in  that  year  the  authorized  number  of 
health  visitors  will  be  obtainable  notwithstanding  the 
present  exceptional  call  for  women  of  the  required 
training  as  nurses  and  to  assist  in  many  new  forms  of 
emploj^ment  thrown  open  to  them  by  the  war. 

The  health  visitors  already  in  the  service  of  the 
Council  devoted  during  the  year  all  their  time  available 
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for  this  purpose  to  home-visiting  as  in  former  years,  and 
it  may  be  confidently  stated  that  much  of  the  substantial 
reduction  of  the  infantile  mortality  already  referred  to  as 
having  taken  place  during  recent  years  is  attributable  to 
the  advice  and  good  counsel  Which  they  have  thus  been  able 
to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  mothers  of  the  district.  A 
very  encouraging  feature  associated  with  the  improvement 
is  the  knowledge  that  the  mothers  are  disposed  and  able, 
notwithstanding  all  their  domestic  cares  and  duties,  to 
profit  by  the  advice  thus  given  to  them  and  that  they 
realize  that  the  faithful  application  of  such  advice  to  the 
upbringing  of  their  children  can  and  will  be  instrumental 
in  obviating  much  suffering  and  loss  of  life. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  many 
thousands  of  colliers  and  others  engaged  at  the  coal  mines 
in  the  district  have  as  yet  failed  to  realize  the  extent  to 
which  they  can  assist  in  the  same  direction  by  merely 
relieving  the  mothers  of  some  of  their  daily  toil  so  as  to 
allow  more  time  to  be  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the 
children.  This  relief  can  be  unfailingly  afforded  by  the 
provision  at  the  collieries  of  pit-head  baths  in  accordance 
with  the  powers  conferred  upon  “ the  workmen  employed 
in  any  mine  ” by  Section  77  of  the  Coal  Mines  Act,  1911. 
Not  only  would  the  mothers’  duties  be  thereby  directly 
lightened,  but  the  use  of  the  baths  would  tend  to  the 
raising  of  thj»  general  standard  of  cleanliness  throughout 
the  district  and  would  thus  strongly  conduce  to  the  attain- 
ment of  a cleaner  and  more  wholesome  environment  which 
is  admittedly  capable  of  helping  to  promote  the  happiness, 
efficiency,  and  general  well-being  of  those  Subject  to  its 
influence. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  been  in  force  \ 
in  the  district  since  April  the  28th,  1909.  Without  such 
provisions  as  it  contains,  the  application  of  any  scheme  for 
infant  welfare  could  not  be  other  than  patchy  and 
incomplete.  Its  requirements  are  on  the  whole  well 
complied  with  by  the  midwives  in  the  district,  the  parents 
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and  doctors, — npon  whom  an  obligation  to  notify  also 
rests, — nsnally  depending  npon  the  midwives  to  transmit 
the  notifications  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a memorandum  was  sent 
by  the  Registrar  General  to  the  local  registrars  of  births 
and  deaths,  and  imposes  npon  them  the  dnty  of  comparing 
weekly  their  lists  of  registered  births  with  that  of  notified 
births  in  the  local  Health  Office  and  of  sending  a weekly 
list  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  those  births  which 
have  been  registered  bnt  not  notified.  Unless  therefore  a 
birth  escapes  both  notification  and  registration,  no 
leakages  can  occnr  and  failure  to  perform  either  dnty  is 
readily  discoverable  and  is  liable  to  be  followed  by  the 
imposition  of  the  penalties  of  the  statutory  provisions. 
This  dual  check  became  available  at  the  commencement 
of  1917. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  been  observed  since 
its  adoption  in  1909  : — 


Births 

registered  with 
District 
Registrars. 

Births 
notified  to 
Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Percentage 
proportion 
of  latter 
to  foimer. 

Portion  of 

District 

1909(i) 

1,550 

1,546 

100 

served  by 

1910 

3,079 

3,023 

98 

Health 

1911 

3,059 

3,144 

103 

"Visitors 

Portion  of 
District 

1909(i) 

1,237 

1,050 

85 

not  served 

1910 

2,549 

1,236 

48 

by  Health 

1911 

2,404 

1,670 

69 

Visitors. 

1909(1) 

2,787 

2,596 

93 

1910 

5.628 

4,259 

76 

1911 

5,463 

4,814 

88 

Whole  of 

1912 

5,202 

4,898 

94 

Rhondda 

1913 

5,479 

5,522 

101 

1914 

5,541 

5,444 

98 

1915 

4,960 

4,995 

101 

- - - .. 

1916 

1 4,481 

4,695 

1 105 

30 

Notes. — (1)  In  1912  Health.  Visitors  were  appointed  to 
serve  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

(2)  The  excess  of  the  number  of  births  notified 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  over  the 
number  registered  in  some  years  is  due  to 
the  inclusion  of  still-births  in  the  former, 
and  to  discrepancies  arising  in  consequence 
of  the  different  intervals  after  births  allowed 
for  notification  and  registration  respectively. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Ten  Years. 

1916.  1906-1915. 

Total  number  of  Deaths  in  Rhondda 

from  Zymotic  Diseases  ...  ...  140  329 

Zymotic  Death-rate  for  Rhondda  ...  .9  2,2 

The  diseases  known  as  small-pox,  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  typhoid  and  other 
continued  fevers,  and  diarrhoea  are  together  termed  the 
“ zymotic  diseases,”  and  the  deaths  resulting  from  them 
in  the  course  of  a year  serve,  in  relation  to  the  population, 
as  the  basis  for  the  “ zymotic  death-rate  ” for  that  year. 

The  year  under  review  presents  an  exceptionally 
favourable  record  in  this  respect,  for  the  actual  total  of 
140  deaths  thus  caused  throughout  the  year  is  the  lowest 
since  1894,  and  the  resulting  zymotic  death-rate  of  .9  per 
1,000  of  the  population  is  considerably  the  lowest  since 
1878. 

Excepting  small-pox,  from  which  there  has  been  no 
deaths  since  1902,  each  member  of  the  group  contributed 
in  1916  as  few  deaths  as  or  fewer  deaths  than  in  any  one 
of  the  three  previous  years,  the  greatest  relative 
diminution  being  noticeable  in  whooping  cough,  diph- 
theria, and  typhoid  fever. 
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Wards  7,  5,  8,  and  9,  with  zymotic  death-rates  of  .50, 
.54,  .54,  and  .61  per  1,000  respectively,  possessed  the 
lowest  rates  in  the  district,  whereas  to  Wards  1,  2,  and  4. 
with  the  respective  rates  of  1.00,  1.65,  and  1.69,  belonged 
the  highest  for  the  year. 


SMALLPOX. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  cases  of  small-pox  with 
several  death*  were  known  to  have  occurred  within  the 
County  of  Glamorgan.  It  waa  therefore  deemed  advisable 
to  write  to  every  medical  practitioner  within  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  to  warn  him  of  the  risk  of  the  introduction 
of  this  disease  into  his  practice,  and  to  submit  to  him  a 
list  of  die  names  and  addresses  of  thirteen  individuals 
scattered  throughout  the  area,  communication  with  any  of 
whom  wmuld  secure  without  delay  the  adoption  of  the  steps 
called  for  in  the  event  of  the  introduction  of  a suspected 
or  undoubted  case  of  the  disease.  This  precaution  was 
taken  because  of  the  almost  complete  suspension  at  the 
time  of  the  telegraphic  and  telephonic  services  in  the 
district  in  consequence  of  the  alarming  storm  experienced 
on  the  27th  of  March.  On  May  the  12th  information  was 
received  from  Dr.  T.  L.  Morgan,  Clydach  Yale,  of  a 
suspected  case  of  the  disease  in  an  adult,  41  years  of  age, 
who  was  engaged  as  a repairer  at  the  local  colliery.  The 
patient  had  been  away  at  his  home  in  North  Wales  shortly 
before  the  onset  of  his  illness,  which  took  the  form  of  a 
small-pox-like  eruption  on  the  forehead,  face,  scalp, 
trunk,  and  limbs  including  the  forearms  and  wrists. 
There  was  no  history  then  obtainable  of  any  contact  or 
association  with  other  cases  of  a like  nature,  but  there  then 
were,  or  had  recently  been,  cases  of  small-pox  in  the 
county,  and  the  patient  was  removed  to  the  Penrhys 
(small-pox)  Hospital  on  the  same  day.  During  his  stay 
at  the  hospital  the  eruption  developed  marked  umbilication 


32 


and  some  degree  of  suppuration,  followed  by  a moderate 
amount  of  pitting  subsequently.  Tbe  chief  symptom  was 
delirium  during  the  first  week.  The  patient  had  been 
vaccinated  ir  infancy  and  the  left  arm  presented  three 
vaccination  marks  of  a total  area  of  If  square- inches. 
He  was  discharged  in  his  usual  health,  which  however 
had  been  impaired  for  some  years. 

The  preventive  measures  taken  included  the  tracing  of 
contacts,  the  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  of  those  willing 
to  undergo  this  trivial  operation,  the  thorough  disinfection 
of  all  presumably  infected  clothing  and  portions  of  the 
premises  in  which  the  patient  lodged,  and  the  strict 
isolation  from  the  public  of  the  patient  and  the  hospital 
staff  until  his  discharge.  All  the  contacts  were  daily 
kept  under  observation  for  the  period  of  danger,  and  in 
the  meantime  all  the  children  attending  the  public 
elementary  school  of  the  locality  were  examined  in  respect 
of  their  condition  as  regards  vaccination.  It  was  found 
that  139,  or  13.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  in  attendance, 
showed  no  evidence  of  having  ever  been  vaccinated. 
Subsequent  steps  taken  resulted  in  the  vaccination  of  62 
of  these  children,  including  ten  out  of  38  of  the  children 
in  respect  of  whom  exemption  certificates  had  been 
previously  obtained,  further  consideration  having  served 
to  remove  the  conscientious  objections  of  the  parents  to 
vaccination.  The  parents  of  the  large  majority  of  the 
remaining  children  also  undertook  to  seek  the  services  of 
the  public  vaccinator.  An  analysis  of  the  ages  of  the 
children  examined  at  the  school  discloses  the  fact  that  the 
proportion  of  the  unvaccinated  was  19  per  cent,  among  the 
children  in  the  infants’  department  as  compared  with 
11  per  cent,  found  among  those  attending  the  upper 
standards.  In  contrast  with  these  figures  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  a similar  examination  made  in  1902  of 
the  children  attending  the  same  school  showed  that  the 
proportion  of  unvaccinated  children  then  in  attendance 
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was  only  4 per  cent.,  whereas,  as  stated,  the  proportion 
on  this  occasion  was  13.6  per  cent. 

The  proportion  of  children  who  are  vaccinated  haS  been 
a progressively  diminishing  one  during  recent  years 
throughout  the  country  generally,  the  introduction  into 
the  Vaccination  Laws  of  the  provision  making  permissible 
and  operative  the  declaration  of  a conscientious  objection 
to  vaccination  being  doubtless  the  chief  factor  in 
producing  this  reduction.  The  unvaccinated  condition  of 
a.  large  section  of  the  rising  generation  cannot  but  be 
viewed  with  anxiety  by  those  who  are  closely  associated 
with  and  largely  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and 
improvement  of  the  public  health  and  who  as  a result  of 
their  own  experience  and  a consideration  of  the  experience 
and  opinions  of  others  are  convinced  of  the  great  value  of 
this  measure  as  a preventive  of  small-pox. 


MEASLES. 

Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1916. 

1906-1915. 

Number  of  Cases 

2,369 

Number  of  Deaths 

41 

73 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Rhondda 

.26 

.49 

,,  ,,  96  Great  Towns.. 

.21 

,,  _ England  & Wales 

.15 

.30 

This  disease  became  notifiable  for  the  first  time  on 
January  1st,  1916.  The  Measles  and  German  Measles 
Order,  dated  November  27th,  1915,  and  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  limited  compulsory  notification 
to  the  first  case  in  each  household,  any  instance  occurring 
after  two  months’  freedom  from  the  disease  of  a particular 
household  being  considered  as  a first  case. 

There  were  received  during  the  year  2,369  notifications 
of  measles  falling  within  this  category,  and  there 
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resulted  41  deaths,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  .26  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  a death-rate 
of  .21  in  the  96  Great  Towns  and  of  .15  in  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  fatality 
rate, — the  number  of  deaths  per  100  cases, — was  very  low, 
for  it  was  only  1.73  even  when  only  the  notified  cases  are 
taken  into  consideration,  whereas  in  reality  a large 
number  of  secondary  cases  arose  in  the  infected  house- 
holds. A complete  record  of  these  cases  is  not  available, 
owing  mainly  to  the  unsatisfactory  response  to  the 
Council’s  advertisement  for  additional  health  visitors  on 
whom  will  fall  the  duty  of  applying  at  the  homes  and 
elsewhere  the  various  steps  that  can  be  taken  and  that  it 
is  intended  to  take  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  as  far  as 
possible  not  only  the  spread  of  tne  disease  to  others  but 
also  the  supervention  of  the  serious  complications  which 
are  the  cause  of  so  many  of  the  deaths  primarily  due  to 
this  disease.  In  the  prepared  scheme  much  attention  is 
given  to  a diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  schools  as  a 
means  of  spreading  the  disease. 

Although  the  total  number  of  41  deaths  caused  by  the 
disease  in  the  course  of  the  year  was  considerable,  it  was 
but  little  in  excess  of  one-half  the  annual  average  of  74 
for  the  ten  previous  years.  Thirteen  of  the  fatalities 
occurred  among  children  under  one,  and  18  in  children 
between  1 and  2,  whereas  only  2 deaths  were  recorded 
among  those  over  5 years  of  age. 

The  distribution  of  the  disease  naturally  bore  a close 
relation  to  the  number  of  deaths  resulting  from  it ; thus 
Wards  2 and  4,  with  645  and  423  cases  contributed  14 
and  11  deaths  respectively,  Ward  7 with  148  cases  being 
the  only  waid  to  escape  a contribution  to  the  list  of  deaths 
from  this  disease. 


35 


GERMAN  MEASLES. 


Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 

This  disease  was  made  compulsorily  notifiable  from 
January  1st,  1916,  by  the  Order  which  added  ordinary 
Measles  to  this  category  of  infectious  diseases.  In  the 
course  of  1916,  the  number  of  notifications  received 
amounted  to  284,  but  in  no  instance  was  consequent  death 
reported.  It  is  a much  milder  form  of  disease  than 
ordinary  Measles  but  it  is,  not  infrequently,  difficult  to 
distinguish  the  one  from  the  other,  hence  doubtless  one  of 
the  reasons  for  its  inclusion  in  the  Order.  If  preventive 
measures  be  applied  to  both  diseases  equally,  fewer  cases 
of  the  more  dangerous  disease  will  escape  proper  attention, 
and  the  interference  with  the  ordinary  activities  of  those 
who  wdll  in  consequence  of  such  measures  escape  attack 
by  German  Measles  and  with  school  attendance  will  be 
materially  lessened. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

1916. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  327 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  8 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  ...  .05 

,,  ,,  96  Great  Towns..  .04 

,,  ,,  England  & Wales  .04 


Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1906-1915. 

742 

15 

.09 

.07 


The  extent  to  which  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  the 
district  in  the  course  of  the  year  continued  to  show  the 
progressive  diminution  noticeable  since  1910,  when  the 
number  amounted  to  1,256  cases  as  compared  with  the  327 
which  were  notified  in  1916,  the  latter  being  the  lowest 
recorded  total  for  the  district  since  1894  (when  the  disease 
first  became  notifiable)  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
total  of  203  pertaining  to  1905. 


Tlie  number  of  resulting  deatlis  amounted  to  8, 
equivalent  to  a mortality-rate  of  .05  jjer  1,000  of  the 
population  and  to  a fatality-rate  of  2.4  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  notified.  Both  these  rates  are  below  the  local 
average  for  the  last  22  years. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1916. 

1906-1915. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  :.. 

184 

190 

Number  of  Deaths 

17 

28 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 

.11 

.18 

,,  ,,  96  Great  Towns... 

.15 

,,  ,,  England  & Wales 

.14 

.14 

With  the  exception  of  the  number  for  the  year  1910, 
that  for  1916  was  the  lowest  number  of  cases  of  dipththeria 
reported  since  1896.  The  notifications  of  this  disease 
received  during  the  first  three  years  after  the  introduction 
of  compulsory  notification  in  1894  were  very  few, 
probably  because  the  less  severe  cases  were  left  unreported, 
the  means  of  bacteriologically  determining  the  nature  of 
the  milder  forms  of  the  disease  not  being  then  available 
and  the  necessity  to  deal  preventively  with  merely 
suspected  cases  being  in  those  days  less  appreciated.  In 
1916  the  total  number  reported  reached  184,  whereas  the 
annual  average  for  the  ten  previous  years  was  190. 

The  number  of  deaths  throughout  the  district  in  the 
course  of  the  year  amounted  to  IT,  equivalent  to  a death- 
rate  of  .11  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  rate  is  below 
both  the  average  for  the  last  decennium  for  the  district 
itself  and  for  the  whole  country  in  1916,  these  rates  being 
.18  and  .14  per  1,000  respectively. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

1916. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  5 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  ...  .03 
,,  ,,  96  Great  Towns. . . .03 

,,  ,,  England  & Wales  .03 


Average  f#r 
Ten  Years. 

1906-1915. 

82 

14 

.09 

.06 


As  may  be  seen  from  the  above,  the  number  of  cases, 
the  deaths,  and  the  mortality-rate  for  the  district  in  1916 
were  42,  5,  and  .03  per  1,000  respectively,  the  last- 
mentioned  being  identical  with  the  corresponding  rate  for 
the  country  as  a whole. 


A comparison  of  the  figures  relating  to  typhoid  fever 
in  the  district  in  recent  years  appears  to  justify  the  hope 
that  the  disease  is  being  steadily  and  progressively 
reduced  to  the  point  of  extinction  in  an  area  where  it  has 
for  many  years  been  one  of  the  most  dreaded  of  the 
infectious  diseases.  During  the  period  of  eighteen  years 
ended  1911,  no  fewer  than  3,498,  or  an  annual  average 
of  194  cases  occurred  in  the  district  and  resulted  in  502 
deaths,  besides  causing,  in  the  aggregate,  centuries  of 
suffering  among  those  who  recovered.  During  the  five 
last  years  (including  1916),  on  the  other  hand,  there  were 
reported  only  220  cases,  with  an  annual  average  of  44  and 
a total  mortality  of  38,  these  proportions  being  practically 
one-fourth  of  those  pertaining  to  the  former  period. 
With  the  conditions  such  as  they  are  in  the  district  at 
the  present  time  however,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
variety  and  character  of  our  water  supplies  and  the 
possibility  or,  sooner  or  later,  the  probability  of  a 
carrier  ” of  the  disease  becoming  associated  with  the 
preparation,  distribution,  or  sale  of  quantities  of  the  food 
or  drink  of  the  population,  the  entertainment  of  such  a 
hope,  if  resulting  in  a change  of  policy  or  reduced 
vigilance,  would  accentuate  the  danger,  always  existing, 
of  the  occurrence  of  one  or  more  serious  outbreaks  of  the 
disease. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 


In  the  course  of  the  year  1916  very  few  cases  in  the 
district  came  under  observation  as  suspected  cases  of 
cerebro-spinal  fever,  and  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
send  only  two  samples  of  cerebro-spinal  fluid  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  examination. 

One  of  tire  two  instances  was  a girl  seventeen  years  of 
age  who  lived  at  Dinas,  and  who  fell  ill  in  August.  The 
examination  of  the  fluid  withdrawn  by  lumbar  puncture 
disclosed  the  presence  of  the  meningococcus  which  is 
generally  accepted  as  the  essential  cause  of  this  disease. 
The  illness  ended  fatally,  but  there  was  no  extension  of 
the  disease  to  others  and  no  association  between  this  case 
and  other  illnesses  of  a like  nature  was  discovered.  The 
examination  at  the  Glamorgan  County  Laboratory  of 
swabs  taken  from  the  naso-pharynges  of  two  of  the 
contacts  gave  negative  results,  but  in  the  light  of  recent 
researches  upon  this  disease  it  is  probable  that  the  time 
intervening  between  the  obtainment  and  the  examination 
of  the  material  was  too  long  to  permit  the  survival  of  the 
organism,  if  present. 

In  the  other  instance  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  was  found 
to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  but  no  meningococci,  the  subject 
of  the  attack  being  a schoolboy,  aged  sixteen,  who  lived 
at  Cwmparc. 


ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Only  one  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  the  subject  being  a school-girl,  6 years  of  age, 
living  at  Tonypandy.  The  illness  was  a severe  one,  and, 
although  not  fatal,  left  serious  permanent  paralysis  of  the 
right  arnt  and  leg. 


There  were  six  other  children  of  various  ages  in  the 
same  family,  but  there  was  no  extension  of  the  disease, 
and  etforts  to  trace  some  connection  with  other  and 
possibly  unrecognised  cases  were  unsuccessful. 

Although  acute  poliomyelitis  has  been  notifiable  since 
September  1st,  1912,  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  (Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Polio- 
myelitis) Regulations,  1912,  very  few  cases  have  hitherto 
been  notified.  Having  regard  to  the  very  serious  out- 
breaks of  this  disease  which  have  recently  occurred  in 
some  districts, — e.g.,  the  outbreak  of  8,928  cases  with 
2,407  deaths  in  New  York  in  1916, — our  freedom  from 
such  occurrences  in  the  near  past  may  at  any  moment  come 
to  an  end.  It  is  therefore  incumbent  upon  every  medical 
practitioner  to  promptly  notify  every  case,  however  mild, 
in  compliance  with  the  above  Regulations,  so  that  such 
measures  as  have  been  shown  by  experience  to  have  some 
preventive  influences  may  be  applied  in  this  area  to  the 
extent  which  may  prove  practicable  with  a view  to  the 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 


Number  of  Deaths 
Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 

,,  ,,  96  Great  Towns... 

,,  ,,  England  & Wales 


jH. 

Average  fer 

Ten  Years. 

1916. 

1906-1915. 

14 

38 

.09 

.25 

, .21 

; .16 

.22 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1916,  whooping  cough  was 
decidedly  less  prevalent  than  usual,  the  total  number  of 
deaths  caused  by  the  disease  having  been  14,  as  compared 
with  an  annual  average  of  38  for  the  previous  ten  years, 
and  is  the  lowest  total  recorded  since  1893.  The  death- 
rate  caused  by  whooping-cough  was  .09  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  .16  and  .21  per  1,000  for 


England  and  Wales  and  the  96  Great  Towns  respectively. 
The  disease,  as  indicated  by  the  deaths,  was  unequally 
and  irregularly  distributed  throughout  the  district, 
Ward  1 having  contributed  four,  and  Ward  10  five 
deaths  to  the  total  of  14  for  the  year,  while  four  of  the 
remaining  eight  wards  made  no  contribution  to  the 
fatalities  from  this  disease. 


DIARRHOEA.  £?££ 

1916.  1906-1915. 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  55  160 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  ...  .36  1.08 


It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  the  reduced  death- 
rate  from  diarrhoea  which  was  recorded  as  having  been 
experienced  in  1915  was  continued  in  1916  also,  the 
number  of  deaths  caused  by  this  disease  in  the  two  years 
being  58  and  55  respectively.  With  the  single  exception 
of  1912,  with  only  39  deaths  from  diarrhoea',  these  two 
years  contributed  the  lowest  annual  totals  since  1894. 
The  resulting  death-rate  from  the  55  deaths  in  1916  was 
.36  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  .37  in 
1915  and  with  an  average  of  1.08  for  the  last  decennium. 
This  relatively  satisfactory  record  may  doubtless  be 
largely  attributed  to  the  favourable  meteorological  con- 
ditions whicn  obtained  generally  throughout  the  summer 
of  1916.  Although  there  was  an  unbroken  drought  of 
over  a fortnight’s  duration  embracing  the  end  of  July  and 
beginning  of  August,  there  followed  a rainfall  of  nearly 
4 inches,  spread  over  the  five  following  weeks  and  accom- 
panied by  a reduction  of  temperature.  Water  was 
abundant  both  for  domestic  and  for  street-watering 
purposes,  dust  was  well  and  often  laid,  and  the  streets, 
back  yards,  and  other  places  were  cleansed  by  the  com- 
paratively frequent  and  well-distributed  rainfalls.  The 
hottest  weather  was  experienced  on  the  8th  of  June,  but 
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July  was  cold,  for  tlie  time  of  year.  Conditions  such  as 
those  outlined  are  not  usually  attended  or  followed  by  a 
prevalence  of  diarrhoeal  and  intestinal  diseases. 

There  is  also  ground  for  believing  that  the  relative 
fewness  of  fatalities  from  diarrhoea  among  infants  may  be 
in  part  ascribed  to  the  activity  and  success  of  the  health 
visitors  in  directing  mothers  how  to  avoid  the  errors  in 
diet  which  are  usually  so  instrumental  in  causing 
diarrhoeal  diseases  during  the  summer  months,  especially 
among  infants  and  those  enfeebled  by  bad  health  or  old 
age.  It  is  however  only  by  balancing  the  influences  of 
many  factors  bearing  upon  this  question  over  a number 
of  years  of  varying  conditions  that  it  will  be  even  approxi- 
mately possible  to  apportion  their  respective  shares  in  the 
production  of  the  total  effect  to  the  various  influences  at 
work,  whether  deliberately  applied  or  naturally  occurring. 


PUERPERAL 

FEVER. 

Average  tor 
Ten  Years, 

1910. 

1906-1915, 

Number  of  Cases 

...  10 

18 

Number  of  Deaths 

8 

8 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 

...  .05 

.06 

The  number  of  notifications  of  puerperal  fever  received 
throughout  the  year  was  only  10,  which  is  the  lowest  total 
recorded  since  1894,  when  the  disease  first  became 
notifiable  in  the  district,  and  is  less  than  one-half  the 
annual  average  of  21  for  the  last  22  years.  The  ten  cases 
however  caused  the  large  proportion  of  eight  deaths, 
resulting  in  a death-rate  of  .05  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
as  compared  with  the  average  rate  of  .09  for  the  same 
period  of  22  years. 

The  Midwives  Act,  1902,  became  operative  on  the  1st 
of  April,  190°>,  and  is  administered  throughout  the 
Bhcpddgi  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  as  the 
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Supervising  Authority  under  the  Act.  Now  however  that 
the  Rhondda  District  Council  have  considerably  extended 
their  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  it  is 
suggested,  as  in  the  Report  for  1915,  “ that  the  delegation 
by  the  County  Council  of  their  powers  under  this  Act  to 
the  District  Council  would  render  the  efficient  admini- 
stration of  the  Act  within  the  district  less  difficult  of 
accomplishment  and  would  be  a graceful  expression  by  the 
County  Council  of  their  belief  in  the  competence  of  the 
District  Council  to  utilize  such  powers,  if  delegated,  to 
the  best  advantage  of  their  district.”  Since  this  suggestion 
was  first  made,  a further  experience  of  the  application  of 
the  extended  scheme  referred  to  has  served  to  confirm  this 
opinion. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Since  February  1st,  1913,  The  Public  Health 

(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  have  been  in  operation 
and  provide  for  the  compulsory  notification  of  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis  as  soon  as  recognized  by  the  medical 
practitioners  in  attendance.  Prior  to  that  date  only  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  was  compulsorily  notifiable. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS.  £™age 

Ten  Years. 

1916.  1906-1915. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  191 

Nvriber  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  110  110 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  .72  .73 

The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis in  1916  was  identical  with  the  average  annual 
number  for  the  ten  previous  years,  the  death-rate  resulting 
from  the  110  deaths  being  .72  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  number  of  notifications  received  however  amounted  to 
only  191  for  the  year,  as  compared  with  352,  302,  290,  and 
§35  in  1912,  1913,  1914,  apd  1915  respectively.  There 


lias  therefore  been  a progressive  diminution  in  the  number 
of  notified  cases  since  1912,  although  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  deaths  has  not  taken  place  in  proportion,  chiefly 
doubtless  because  the  death-roll  belonging  to  a particular 
year  is  not  largely  derived  from  the  persons  notified  during 
that  year,  the  issue,  in  fatal  cases,  being  deferred  for  a 
considerable  period  after  the  recognition  of  the  disease 
owing  to  the  usually  long  duration  of  the  malady  as  seen 
in  individual  sufferers. 

It  may  therefore  be  expected  with  some  degree  of 
confidence  that  the  causes  leading  to  the  reduction  in  the 
notifications  received,  above  commented  upon,  will 
favourably  affect  the  death-returns  also  after  an  interval 
of  from  three  to  five  years. 

The  191  cases  of  which  information  was  received  in 
1916  are  equivalent  to  an  incidence  rate  of  1.25  per  1,000 
of  the  population  as  compared  with  1.74  for  Wales,  1.96  for 
England  (excluding  London),  and  2.10  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 

Each  Ward  throughout  the  district  contributed  to  the 
death-rate  from  this  cause,  the  fatalities  ranging  from 
4 in  Ward  7 to  22  in  Ward  9. 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Number  of  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  89 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 39 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  • ••  -25 

Contrary  to  our  experience  in  connection  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  the  number  of  notifications  of  the 
non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease  increased  during  the 
year  from  73  to  89,  and  the  number  of  resulting  deaths 
from  38  to  39,  the  fatalities  thus  caused  being  equivalent 
to  death-rates  of  .24  and  .25  per  1,000  respectively.  The 
ratio  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  to  the  population  was 
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0.58  per  1,000  as  compared  with  0.52  for  Wales,  0.66  for 
England  (excluding  London),  and  0.69  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

1916. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.1 

The  General  Order  making  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
compulsorily  notifiable  came  into  force  on  April  1st,  1914, 
and  defines  tiie  condition  as  “a  purulent  discharge  from 
the  eyes  of  an  infant,  commencing  within  21  days  of  the 
date  of  its  birth.” 

During  the  year  under  review,  59  cases  were  notified, 
23  by  medical  practitioners  only,  33  by  midwives  only, 
and  the  remainder  by  both. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  bore  to  the  number  of 
births  the  proportion  of  13.1  per  1,000.  This  ratio  is 
considerably  higher  than  the  9.69  pertaining  to  the 
country  as  a whole,  and  the  total  number  of  69  cases  is 
relatively  much  higher  than  the  total  of  120  cases  notified 
throughout  Glamorganshire  during  the  same  period.  This 
excess  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in  the  Rhondda 
is  probably  more  apparent  than  real  and  may  be  due  to 
the  greater  compliance  with  which  the  Regulations  are 
observed  by  those  responsible  for  the  notification,  to  the 
wider  interpretation  put  upon  the  definition  of  the 
disease,  and  to  the  knowledge  that  in  practically  all  cases 
the  subsequent  visits  of  the  health  visitors  will  infallibly 
serve  to  discover  any  delinquencies  in  this  direction. 

In  only  one  instance  was  any  definite  damage  of  a 
permanent  character  obvious  to  the  observer,— usually  the 
health  visitor, — and  in  that  case  the  condition  and  the 
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ill-results  were  limited  to  one  eye.  In  54  instances  no 
resulting  harm  was  discoverable,  and  in  the  remaining 
4 death  supervened  before  the  disease  had  run  its  course. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  about  25  per  cent  of  all 
cases  of  permanent  blindness  and  a still  larger  number  of 
cases  of  defective  vision  are  due  to  this  cause,  the 
favourable  results  here  recorded,  even  when  due  allowance 
is  made  for  inexact  observation  of  the  consequences,  are 
noteworthy  and  may  be  advanced  as  a reason  for  con- 
cluding that  comparatively  few  of  the  notified  cases  were 
gonococcal  in  their  origin.  It  is  hoped  that  with  the 
extension  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme, 
more  accurate  and  dependable  observation  as  to  both  the 
causation  and  the  results  will  be  practicable.  In  this 
connection  however  it  may  be  added  that  in  22  instances, 
or  37  per  cent.,  there  was  definite  history  of  conditions 
in  the  mother  which  are  frequently  associated  with  and 
followed  by  this  disease,  the  single  case  in  which  a 
damaged  cornea  and  defective  eyesight  was  reported  as 
having  resulted  being  one  of  them. 

The  health  visitors,  in  the  30  cases  in  which  the  need 
arose  owing  to  the  lack  of  other  skilled  attention,  rendered 
active  assistance  in  the  application  of  the  treatment 
ordered  by  the  medical  attendant,  and  in  one  instance  the 
health  visitor  paid  148  visits  for  this  purpose  in  the  course 
of  the  disease,  which  was  cured  without  any  apparent  ill- 
results  in  41  days. 

The  average  period  intervening  between  the  birth  and 
the  date  of  onset  of  the  disease  was  4.1  da.ys(  ranging  from 
1 to  12)  and  an  average  of  4.6  days  (ranging  from  1 to  19) 
intervened  between  the  onset  and  the  receipt  of  the 
notification.  In  the  longer  period  the  notifier  was  usually 
the  medical  attendant,  his  assistance  not  having  been 
sought  in  some  instances  until  considerably  after  the  onset 
of  this  disease. 
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In  48  of  the  cases  the  birth  was  attended  by  a midwife 
only.  Both  doctor  and  midwife  were  in  attendance  at  the 
remaining  11,  so  that  in  no  instance  was  the  mother 
without  skilled  attendance  at  her  confinement. 

The  average  duration  of  the  disease  was  23  days,  the 
extreme  limits  ranging  from  3 to  76  days,  and  the  average 
number  of  visits  paid  by  the  health  visitors  was  slightly 
over  9 (ranging  from  2 to  148). 

One  eye  was  affected  in  26  instances  (the  left  eye  in 
15),  and  both  eyes  in  the  remaining  33. 

Seventeen  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  practice  of  one 
midwife,  but  seven  of  these  were  only  of  a few  days’ 
duration,  the  average  length  for  the  17  cases  being  18 
days.  The  next  highest  number  in  the  practice  of  one 
midwife  was  four,  with  an  average  duration  of  14  days. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Public  Health  (Venereal  Diseases)  Regulations, 
1916,  dated  July  12th,  1916,  were  recently  issued  and  came 
into  force  on  the  12th  of  July,  1916. 

They  relate  to  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal 
diseases  (syphilis,  gonorrhea,  and  soft  chancre),  and  to 
the  arrangements  to  be  made  by  the  Council  of  every 
County  and  every  County  Borough  throughout  England 
and  Wales. 

They  are  the  result  of  and  are  based  upon  the 
Recommendations  contained  in  the  recently  published 
Einal  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Venereal 
Diseases,  their  appearance  being  doubtless  hastened  by 
the  conditions  arising  out  of  the  present  war. 
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The  Regulations  provide  for:  — 

(1)  th.3'  making  of  arrangements  for  enabling  any 
medical  practitioner  to  obtain  free  of  cost  a scientific 
report  on  any  material  which  he  may  submit  from  a 
patient  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease  ; 

(2)  the  treatment  at  and  in  hospitals  or  other 
institutions  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  disease ; 

(3)  the  supply  to  medical  practitioners  of  salvarsan 
or  its  substitutes  for  the  treatment  and  prevention  of 
venereal  disease ; 

(4)  the  giving  of  instructional  lectures  and  the  pub- 
lication of  information  on  questions  relating  to 
venereal  disease  if  the  Council  think  necessary  or 
desirable. 

The  schemes  to  be  framed  under  the  Regulations  must 
receive  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
before  any  expenditure  thereunder  can  be  incurred. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  arrangements  for  the  Rhondda 
will  have  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council,  but  the  constituent  Sanitary  Authorities  will 
doubtless  be  asked  to  assist  in  the  administration  of  the 
Regulations  in  various  directions,  such  as  the  dissemina- 
tion of  information,  the  collection  and  transmission  of 
specimens,  &c. 

Special  care  will  have  to  be  taken  that  all  information 
concerning  any  individual  treated  under  an  approved 
scheme  shall  be  regarded  as  confidential,  and  that  no 
arrangements  made  shall  serve  to  distinguish  patients 
receiving  treatment  at  institutions  as  persons  suffering 
from  venereal  disease. 
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Persons  resident  in  the  area  of  any  Council  may  apply 
for  and  will  be  entitled  to  receive  treatment  at  a hospital 
situated  in  the  area  of  another  Council  irrespective  of  the 
means  of  the  applicant.  Provision  will  be  made  for  in- 
and  out-door  treatment  of  patients. 

Facilities  will  be  afforded  medical  practitioners  to 
acquire  a knowledge  of  the  most  modern  means  of 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  so  that, 
when  such  knowledge  lias  been  got,  treatment  may  be 
carried  out  by  a patient’s  own  medical  attendant  with 
means  supplied  under  the  Regulations. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  Regulations  for  the 
imposition  under  any  circumstances  of  a penalty  for 
failure  to  seek  treatment  on  the  part  of  an  individual 
suffering  from  venereal  disease. 


INFLUENZA. 

1916. 

Number  of  deaths  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  .16 

The  somewhat  exceptional  prevalence  of  influenza  in 
the  district  which  was  recorded  in  1915  was  prolonged 
into  1916  also,  for  25  deaths, — equivalent  to  a death-rate 
of  .16  per  1,000  of  the  population, — were  ascribed  to  this 
disease  and  the  various  forms  of  complications  which  so 
often  supervene  in  its  course. 

The  fatalities  in  1911,  1912,  1913,  1914,  and  1915 
numbered  9,  14,  18,  18,  and  26  respectively.  While  every 
sub-district  (ward)  contributed  one  or  more  fatal  cases, 
Wards  9 and  10  together  subscribed  13  out  of  25  to  the 
total. 
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COLLIERY  FATALITIES. 

1916. 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  .37 

The  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  colliery  accidents  in 
1916  amounted  to  56,  with  the  resulting  death-rate  of  .37 
per  1,000  of  the  living  population.  This  rate  does  not 
materially  depart  from  the  average  rate  due  to  this  cause 
during  recent  years  (see  Appendix,  Table  45). 


INQUESTS. 

Total  in  1916  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Rate  per  cent,  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.10 

The  total  number  of  inquests  held  amounted  to  131 
during  the  year.  Of  the  1,845  deaths  registered  in  the 
district,  92.47  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical 
practitioners,  7.10  per  cent,  by  coroners,  and  .43  per 
cent,  were  uncertified.  The  first  and  second  proportions 
are  slightly  above  and  the  third  below  the  corresponding 
rates  for  the  country  as  a whole  during  recent  years. 


THE  TYNTYLA  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  the 
accommodation  available  at  the  hospital,  the  arrange- 
ments permitting  the  reception  and  treatment  at  the  same 
time  of  three  infectious  diseases  in  the  following  pro- 
portions : — 


Diphtheria 

Ordinary- 

Beds. 

20 

Observation 

Beds. 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

20 

9 

• • • hJ 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

2 

74 

6 

The  six  beds  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  observation 
of  cases  of  doubtful  nature  are  placed  in  small  single-bed 
wards  attached  to  the  main  wards  in  the  form  of  annexes 
with  an  intercepting  lobby  and  a separate  entrance  in  each 
case.  This  arrangement,  while  requiring  greater  care 
against  cross-infection  on  the  part  of  the  staff  than  where 
a separate  observation  block  is  available,  permits  a larger 
number  and  variety  of  cases  to  be  isolated  with  a staff  of 
the  same  size. 

There  is  also  accommodation  for  eight  or  ten  patients 
in  the  small  building  formerly  constituting  the  isolation 
hospital  for  the  whole  area.  These  premises  serve  in 
effect  as  an  additional,  though  less  convenient  and 
commodious,  block  to  the  main  and  newer  institution,  and 
are  used  from  time  to  time  for  accommodating  an  excess 
of  cases  of  one  disease,  for  isolating  and  treating  patients 
suffering  from  more  than  one  infectious  disease  at  the 
same  time,  or  for  purposes  of  observation  in  instances 
where  wrong  diagnosis  is  suspected. 


The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital 
in  the  course  of  the  year  1916  amounted  to  314,  whereas 
the  numbers  for  the  seven  immediately  preceding  years 
were  198,  324,  231,  385,  441,  344,  and  398  respectively. 

The  following  table  furnishes  a summary  of  the 
number  of  cases  treated,  the  number  of  deaths  from  each 
disease,  and  the  fatality  which  resulted  from  each  of  the 
diseases  treated  during  1916. 


Diphtheria 

No.  of 
Gases. 

83  . 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

7 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

8.4 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

33  . 

5 

...  15.2 

Scarlet  Fever 

198  . 

3 

1.6 

Totals  . . . 

314 

15 

4.8 

51 


Below  a table  is  given  to  sliow  the  mortality-rate  of 
hospital-treated  cases  as  compared  with  that  of  patients 
treated  at  their  own  homes,  and  also  the  case-mortality 
for  the  whole  area,  both  groups  of  cases  included. 


Whole 

District. 

Hospital 

Cases. 

.Rest  of  Dist. 
(Hospital 
excluded.) 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Cases 

Deat  hs 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Diphtheria  (including 
membranous  croup)  ... 
Typhoid  Fever  (includ- 
ing continued  fever)  .. 
Scarlet  Fever 

134  17  127 

42  5 H'9 

327  8 2 4 

83  7 8*4 

33  5 15'2 

198  3 1*5 

51  10  19.6 

9 0 0.0 

129  5 3.8 

kok'To  ¥o 

314  15  4*8 

189  15  7.9 

Each  district  ward,  to  the  extent  given  in  the  subjoined 
table,  contributed  to  make  up  the  total  number  of  patients 
admitted  to  the  hospital. 


RECOVERED  CASES. 

FATAL  CASES. 

Ward. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid  Scarlet 
Fever.  Fever. 

1 

6 

0 

26 

0 

0 

0 

2 

7 

2 

9 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

4 

5 

0 

12 

1 

0 

0 

5 

9 

1 

10 

3 

0 

0 

6 

10 

0 

18 

1 

0 

0 

7 

5 

; 10 

14 

1 

1 

0 

8 

7 

10 

8 

1 

1 

0 

9 

17 

4 

66 

0 

2 

2 

10 

4 

1 

23 

0 

1 

1 

. Totals. 

76 

28 

195 

7 

5 

3 

The  average  time  spent  in  hospital  by  recovered  cases 
was  44  days  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  (with  extremes 
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varying  from  22  to  132  days),  47  days  in  the  case  of 
typhoid  fever  (between  the  limits  of  25  and  132  days), 
and  59  days  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  (with  extremes  of 
26  and  133  days). 

For  the  cases  which  terminated  fatally,  the  average 
time  in  hospital  was  11  days  in  diphtheria  (from  a few 
honrs  to  37  days),  19  days  in  typhoid  fever,  and  13  days 
in  scarlet  fever. 

Owing  to  the  conditions  produced  by  the  war,  the 
supply  of  provisions  to  the  hospital  has  been  seriously 
affected,  not  only  by  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  com- 
modities generally  though  to  a varying  degree,  but  also  by 
the  inability  or  reluctance  of  tradesmen  to  enter  into 
contracts  covering  even  a few  months.  It  has  consequently 
become  necessary  to  purchase  such  goods  as  groceries  in 
the  open  market,  while  in  the  case  of  other  necessities  such 
as  meat,  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  a period  of 
six  months  only  upon  the  condition  that  each  party  to  the 
contract  is  at  liberty  to  give  a month’s  notice  when  the 
termination  or  revision  of  the  agreement  is  desired. 

The  ordinary  maintenance  rate  for  1916  amounted  to 
£1  8s.  1.3d.  per  patient  per  week,  the  sum  of  £75  Is.  3d. 
paid  to  discharge  the  balance  of  the  account  for  electric 
light  installation  being  excluded.  The  inclusion  of  this 
sum  increases  the  cost  to  £1  8s.  9d.  per  week  per  patient. 
The  former  rate  is  higher  by  20  per  cent,  than  that  of 
the  previous  year.  The  factors  which  contributed  to  this 
increase  were  the  additional  cost  of  provisions  and  other 
requisites,  the  increase  in  the  wages  of  the  non-resident 
staff,  and  the  smaller  number  of  patients  it  was  found 
necessary  to  remove  into  the  hospital  owing  to  the 
diminished  prevalence  of  those  diseases  for  which  accom- 
modation is  provided. 
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Statement  of  Expenditure  in  1916. 


Salaries  and  Wages  ...  ...  ...  ...£974  15 

Health  Insurance  Contributions  ...  ...  20  19 

Bread  120  17 

Eggs  10  13 

Fish  45  10 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  94  2 

Milk  277  0 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  371  13 

Groceries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  364  6 

Stimulants  (Brandy,  &c.)  ...  ...  ...  2 11 

Drugs,  Instruments,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  138  0 

Drysaltery  (Soap,  Polishes,  &c.)  ...  ...  51  18 

Methylated  Spirit,  Turpentine,  &c.  ...  ...  15  16 

Gas  56  2 

Electricity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  145  9 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59  8 

Gas  and  Water  Renewals  and  Repairs  ...  5 14 

Fuel  256  11 

Horse  Feed,  Shoeing,  Saddlery,  &c....  ...  67  13 

Veterinary  Surgeon’s  Fees  ...  ...  ...  1 11 

Horse,  and  Horse  and  Stable  Hire  ...  ...  35  10 

Advertisements  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 12 

Stationery,  Printing,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  15  7 

Postage  and  Carriage  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 10 

Telephone  Charges  (Maintenance,  &c.)  ...  19  0 

Boiler  Insurance  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 17 

General  District  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  26  5 

Poor  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43  15 

Crockery,  Drapery,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  9 17 

Ironmongery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 18 

Brushes,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  6 

Ambulance  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 

Garden  Requisites  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 0 

General  Repairs  (Glazing,  Kitchen  Range, 

ftc.)  , 9 14 
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Carried1  Forward  ...3,278  14  7 
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£ s.  d. 

Brought  Forward  ...3,278  14  7 
Sundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 13  5 


Total  ordinary  expenditure  ...  3,287  8 0 

Collings-Bishop  (final  instalment  of  Electric 

Light  Installation)  ...  ...  ...  75  1 3 

£3,362  9 3 

It  will  bj  understood  that  under  the  circumstances 
obtaining  throughout  the  year,  the  routine  work  of  the 
hospital,  both  medical  and  administrative,  was  carried 
out  under  some  difficulties,  some  of  the  Matron’s  time 
being  necessarily  devoted  to  the  additional  duties  con- 
nected with  the  supply  of  provisions  for  the  hospital  under 
the  changed  conditions. 

Medical  assistance  was  obtainable  only  for  periods,  of 
varying  length,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  medical 

attendance  during  the  intervals, — amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  a considerable  portion  of  the  year, — 

devolving  entirely  upon  the  Medical  Superintendent. 


PENRHYS  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  erection  of  this  hospital  was  commenced  in  1907 
and  completed  in  the  following  year  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  cases  of  small-pox  occurring  within  the 
district.  The  number  of  cases  it  is  designed  to  accom- 
modate is  20,  apportioned  between  two  blocks  of  unequal 
size  wfith  space  for  four  and  sixteen  bed's  respectively. 

The  hospital’s  general  description,  situation,  and 
relation  to  dwelling-houses  in  the  neighbourhood  have 
been  given  in  previous  reports. 

The  institution  suffered  serious  damage  in  con- 
sequence of  a blizzard,  accompanied  by  a heavy  fall  of 
gnow,  which  was  experienced  throughout  the  country  on 


tlie  night  of  the  27tli  of  March,  a considerable  portion  of 
the  south-eastern  end  of  the  administrative  block  being 
stripped  of  its  roof  oy  the  gale.  The  caretakers  were 
temporarily  lodged  m one  of  the  other  blocks,  and,  by 
prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  E.  H. 
Barber)  actively  assisted  by  Works  Inspector  Evan  Evans 
and  his  staff,  the  institution  was  rendered  habitable 
without  undue  delay  and  the  various  buildings  were 
restored  to  practically  their  normal  condition  before  the 
occurrence  of  the  case  of  small-pox  at  Clydach  Yale  in 
the  second  week  in  May.  Some  details  of  this  case  and 
the  attendant  circumstances  are  given  in  the  section  of 
this  report  headed  “ Small-pox.” 


SCAVENGING  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  collection,  removal,  and  disposal  of  house  refuse 
together  form,  in  a district  like  the  Rhondda  with  its 
large  area  and  steep  declivities,  a problem  presenting 
many  difficulties  which  have  been  much  accentuated  by 
the  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  war. 

The  collection  and  removal  are  effected  mainly  bj^ 
contract  but  partly  by  direct  labour.  The  disposal  takes 
chiefly  the  form  of  dumping  on  9 refuse  tips  scattered 
throughout  the  area,  while  the  remainder,  derived  from 
the  lower  end  of  the  district,  is  burnt  at  the  destructor 
situated  at  Dinas.  This  installation,  which  forms  a part 
of  the  Council’s  Electricity  Works  under  the  control  of 
Mr.  J.  M.  Bowman  as  engineer,  is  capable  of  disposing 
of  82  tons  of  refuse  per  day  of  24  hours,  but  during  the 
year  the  plant  was  not  utilized  to  its  full  capacity  mainly 
in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  and  extra  cost  which  the 
cartage  of  the  refuse  from  the  more  distant  localities 
would  occasion.  At  the  time  of  writing  however  arrange- 
ments are  being  made  to  secure  the  delivery  at  the 
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destructor  of  sufficient  refuse  to  permit  the  full  utilization 
of  the  plant'  in  this  direction . Thus  the  influence  of  the 
destructor  in  bettering  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
localities  which  it  serves  by  helping  to  prevent  the 
formation  of  masses  of  decomposing  organic  matter  will  be 
extended  to  a larger  area  so  that  when  the  contemplated 
arrangements  come  into  operation  the  refuse  of  over  one- 
third  of  the  whole  district  will  be  dealt  with  at  the 
destructor.  The  additional  cost  due  to  haulage  from  the 
more  distant  sub-districts  'which  the  fuller  use  of  the  plant 
will  involve  will  be  reduced,  though  not  eliminated,  by 
the  increase  in  the  amount  of  electricity  generated  as  a 
consequence. 

According  to  information  obtained  from  the  depart- 
ment of  Mr.  E.  H.  Barber,  Surveyor  and  Engineer  to  the 
Council,  the  total  cost  of  the  collection  of  house  refuse 
and  of  its  cartage  to  the  various  tips  or  to  the  destructor 
amounted  during  the  year  ended  September  30th,  1916, 
to  <£12,336  11s.  5d.,  including  the  cost  of  dealing  with 
districts  19,  20,  21,  and  22,  which  are  scavenged  by  the 
Council  by  direct  labour.  The  total  amount  is  equivalent 
to  an  expenditure  of  8/8.7  per  house,  as  compared  with  8/-, 
6/-,  5/6,  4/-,  4/4,  4/6,  6/10.7,  4/10,  5/2,  5/3.4,  4/9.4, 
6/2.1,  7/0.4,  7/0.9,  and  8/-  for  the  years  1902-3  to  1915-16 
respectively. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Apart  from  alterations  made  in  connection  with 
individual  houses  there  are  no  changes  in  the  sewerage  or 
drainage  of  the  district  to  record  as  having  been  effected 
in  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  serious  defect  existing  in  the  main  sewer  at  Hafod 
as  a result  of  subsidence  still  awaits  attention.  The 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  the  estimated 
expenditure  of  £17,000  being  withheld  owing  to  the  con- 


ditions  arising  out  of  the  war,  it  has  been  impossible  to 
proceed  with  this  very  necessary  and  apparently  urgent 
improvement. 


Similarly  the  adoption  of  the  steps  required  for  the 
suitable  disposal  of  the  sewage  derived  from  35  tenements 
at  Appletrec,  Dinas,  has  been  postponed. 


The  number  of  houses  within  the  Urban  District  still 
unconnected  with  the  sewerage  system  amounts  to  295,  as 
compared  with  303  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  (1915), 
306  at  the  end  of  1914,  and  4,290  in  1897.  The  distri- 
bution of  those  still  remaining  unconnected  is  shown  in 
the  subjoined  table  : — 


Sanitary  District  N o. 
} ) 

>> 

> f 
i) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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contains  21  unconnected  houses. 

12 
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The  extent  and  character  of  the  means  of  excrement 
disposal  available  throughout  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
at  the  end  of  1916  are  set  in  the  appended  table,  which  is 
a summary  of  the  returns  and  reports  furnished  periodic- 
ally by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 


No.  of  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  (middens, 

cesspits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

No.  of  Privies  with  moveable  receptacles  (pails)  ...  46 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (fresh  water  cistern-flushed)  24,322 
No.  of  Water  Closets  (waste  water)  ...  ...  — - 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (hand  flushed)  ...  ...  3,515 


In  the  above  table,  no  account  is  taken  of  supple- 
mentary water  closets  in  better  class  houses,  nor  of  those 
in  schools,  institutes,  chapels,  churches,  halls,  theatres, 
and  other  public  buildings,  so  that  the  total  aggregate 
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given  is  considerably  less  than  tlie  number  actually 
existing  in  the  district. 

There  are  throughout  the  district  only  124  closets 
which  are  not  of  the  water-carriage  type,  and  the  number 
is  being  gradually  reduced  from  year  to  year  either  by 
the  conversion  of  these  conveniences  into  another  kind  or 
by  their  abandonment  as  appurtenances  of  dwelling- 
houses  condemned,  and  closed  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES, 

The  number  of  registered  common  lodging-houses  in 
the  district  remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
There  are  11  of  these  establishments  in  the  district,  one 
at  Pentre,  six  at  Ystrad,  one  at  Penygraig,  two  at  Dinas, 
and  one  at  Gilfach  Goch,  the  total  providing  accommo- 
dation for  408  persons. 

During  the  year  there  were  carried  out  at  Nos.  2 and 
3 Gelligaled  Road,  Ystrad,  certain  alterations  which  were 
rendered  necessary  on  account  of  the  exclusion  of  No.  1 as 
part  of  the  common  lodging-house.  Plans  of  the  required 
alterations  were  submitted  and  approved. 

Frequent  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  all  the 
lodging-houses  by  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  J.  Towy 
Thomas,  and  by  Inspectors  D.  W.  Jones  and  D.  B. 
Davies,  in  whose  districts  all  the  lodging-houses  are 
situated.  All  the  houses  are  licensed  for  a period  of 
twelve  months,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1905. 

There  are  no  registered  houses  let  in  lodgings  through- 
out the  urban  area. 
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REPORTS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

* 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  statistical  matter,  the 
following  subjects  were  dealt  with  in  the  reports  placed 
before  the  Council  during  the  year : — 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

Closing  Orders  in  operation  for  three  or  more 
months  (2). 

Determination  of  Closing  Orders  (2). 

Drainage  of  Appletree,  Dinas. 

General  Death-rate  for  1916. 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  (6). 

Houses  without  a proper  water  supply  (3). 

Increase  of  Food  Supplies  derived  from  Home 
Sources. 

Maintenance  of  Live  Stock  Order,  1916  (2). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Notification  and  Registration  of  Births. 

Penrhys  Hospital. 

Public  Health  (Venereal  Diseases)  Regulations,  1916. 
Refuse  Storage,  Collection,  and  Disposal. 

River  Pollution. 

Shops,  Early  Closing  of,  under  Defence  of  the  Realm 
Regulations,  1914  (2). 

Slaughter-house  Licenses. 

Small-pox. 

Typhoid  Fever  at  Penygraig  and  Porth. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889;  The 
Infections  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 ; and  the 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amend'ment)  Act,  1890,  Part  III., 
were  adopted  by  the  Rhondda  Council  from  January  1st, 
1894,  and  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  from 
April  28th,  1909. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


During  the  year,  the  following  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  the  food  of  man,  and  their  use  for  such  purpose 
prevented : — 


Beef  ... 

Bovine  Heads 
,,  Livers 
,,  Lungs 
,,  Intestines 
,,  Heart 
,,  Stomach 
,,  Mesentery 

Pork 

Bacon 

Babbits 


Ducks 

Blackberries 
Condensed  Mi 
Salmon 
Tomatoes 
Peaches 
Pears 
Pineapple 
Apricots 
Cream 
Tongue 
Damsons 
Baspberries 
Crayfish 
Herrings 
Plums 
Lobster 
Strawberries 
Cherries 
Corned  Beef 


1,000  lbs. 
20  „ 
10  „ 
10  „ 
40  „ 

4 „ 
12  „ 
20  „ 
184  „ 
107  „ 
13 

1 tin 
32  lbs. 

4 tins 
128  „ 
31  „ 
57  ,, 

4 „ 

8 „ 

24  „ 

1 „ 

5 „ 

5 „ 

6 „ 

2 „ 

3 „ 

3 ,, 

2 „ 

2 „ 

1 tin 

2 tins 

3 „ 


6i 


Pea  Flour 

Cake  Flour  .. 

Biscuits 

Haddock 

Kippers 

Brisling 

Oysters 

Potatoes 


12  packets 

4 „ 

16  lbs. 

1 box 

5 boxes 

2 tins 

2 

3,024  lbs. 


POLICE  COURT  PROCEEDINGS. 


Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1916. 


No. 

Court. 

Offence. 

Result. 

1 

Ystiad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (2  houses) 

Ordered  to  abate  : to 
pay  5/-  per  day  in 
default 

2 

Ystrad 

Employing  a child  after  9 p.m.  ... 
Failing  to  exhibit  notice  as  to  hours 
of  employment  of  a young  person 

Fined  Re- 

3 

Ystrad 

payment  of  costs  5/- 

4 

Ystrad 

Employment  of  child  after  9 p.m. 

Fined  10/- 

5 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  as  to  hours 
of  employment  of  a young  person 

Paymenb  of  costs,  5/- 

6 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  £1 

7 

Ystrad 

do.  do. 

Fined  £1 

8 

Ystrad 

do.  do. 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

9 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  shop 
assistants’  weekly  half-holiday  . . 

Dismissed 

10 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  after  closing  time  ... 

Fined  15/- 

11 

Porth 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  shop 
assistants’  weekly  half-holiday  . . 

Fined  10/- 

12 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Dismissed 

13 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on  week- 
ly half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

14 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  allow  lawful  interval  for 
meals 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

15 

Ystrad 

Employing  a shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

Dismissed 

16 

Y strad 

do.  do. 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

17 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 

Abated.  Payment 
of  costs 

18 

Ystrad 

do.  do. 

Abated.  Payment 
of  costs 
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Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1916 — continued. 


No. 

Court. 

Offence. 

Result. 

19 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Abated.  Payment 

20 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 

of  costs 

21 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Payment  ol  costs,  5/- 

22 

Y strad 

Employing  a shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half  holiday  ... 

Fined  10/- 

28 

Ystrad 

do.  do. 

Fined  10/- 

24 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Pay ment  of  costs,  5/- 

25 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  after  closing  time  ... 

Fined  £1 

26 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  on  weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

27 

Ystrad 

Employing  a child  under  11  years 
in  street  trading 

Fiued  2/6 

28 

Y strad 

Selling  china  from  stall  after 

Fined  £1 

closing  hour  for  shops 

29 

Ystrad 

Shop  open  after  closing  time 

Fined  10/- 

30 

Ystrad 

do.  do. 

Fined  10/- 

31 

Ystrad 

Employing  a child  under  11  years 
of  age  in  street  trading 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

32 

Ystrad 

Employing  a child  in  street  trading 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

without  a licence 

33 

Ystrad 

do.  do. 

Fined  10/- 

34 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 

Payment  of  costs,  9/- 

(2  houses) 

35 

Ystrad 

Selling  meat  on  weekly  half-holi- 
day 

Casting  refuse  into  river 

Fined  10/- 

36 

Ystrad 

Fined  2/6  and  pay- 
ment of  costs,  5/- 

37 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  in  street  after  closing 

Fined  £2 

time  for  shops 

38 

Ystrad 

Selling  goods  on  weekly  half- 
holiday 

Fined  £1 

An  analysis  of  tlie  foregoing  statement  of  Police  Court 
Proceedings  during  the  year  shows  that  26  actions  were 
instituted  for  offences  under  the  Shops  Acts,  6 for  offences 
against  the  Employment  of  Children  Act,  1903,  and  the 
Council’s  bye-laws  thereunder,  5 for  failure  to  abate 
nuisances  (involving  7 premises),  and  one  for  pollution  of 
jiver. 


DISINFECTION. 


As  in  recent  years,  disinfection  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  year  in  a variety  of  ways.  Most  articles 
of  clothing  and  bedding  were  disinfected  by  means  of 
superheated  steam  in  an  “ Equifex  ” disinfector  fixed  up 
at  the  hospital.  Premises  were  disinfected  by  means  of 
formaldehyde  vapour  in  the  presence  of  an  excess  of 
moisture  or  sulphur  dioxide  gas  generated  by  means  of 
burning  sulphur,  walls,  floors,  and  other  surfaces  being 
also  dealt  with  on  occasion  by  spraying  with  one  of  the 
several  disinfectants  on  the  market. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

No  material  change  lias  to  be  recorded  as  having  taken 
place  or  as  having  been  effected  in  the  course  of  the 
year  as  regards  the  collection,  storage,  purification,  and 
distribution  of  the  water  supplied  from  the  more 
important  water  undertakings  in  the  district. 

Although  no  serious  inadequacy  of  the  amount  of 
water  available  for  domestic  purposes  throughout  the 
district  as  a whole  was  observed  during  the  year,  an  appre- 
hension resulting  in  the  early  curtailment  of  the  amount  of 
water  that  can  be  used  for  the  watering  of  streets  and  the 
flushing  of  drains  and  sewers  is  ever-present  to  the  authori- 
ties in  some  water  areas,  including  that  of  the  Pontypridd 
and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board,  and  the  consideration 
by  the  Board  of  the  adoption  of  means  whereby  even  the 
driest  of  years  will  fail  to  cause  any  serious  anxiety  in  this 
direction  is  called  for.  It  is  doubtless  unnecessary  to  add 
at  this  stage  in  the  evolution  of  sanitation  that  an 
abundance  of  water  fit  for  use  for  domestic  purposes  is 
one  of  the  most  potent  factors  in  the  production  and  main- 
tenance of  a high  standard  of  public  health,  not  the  least 
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important  of  the  ways  in  which  this  influence  is  exerted 
Being  the  means  a sufficiency  of  water  provides  for 
cleaning  our  roadways  as  well  as  the  pavement  and  yards, 
which  form  the  immediate  surroundings  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  houses  in  the  Rhondda. 

The  chemical  analyses  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tions made  in  the  course  of  the  year  yielded,  on  the  whole, 
satisfactory  results,  but  the  opportunities  afforded  were 
insufficient  to  permit  the  application  of  such  tests  to  some 
of  the  smaller  supplies  in  the  district. 

The  Council’s  Area  of  Supply.  Within  the  15,182 
acres  which  comprise  the  area  which  the  Council  are 
empowered  hy  their  various  Acts  to  supply  there  are 
situated  15,192  houses  of  which  13,358  are  supplied  by 
the  Council.  The  houses  not  thus  supplied  are  provided 
with  water  from  various  sources,  each  of  which  is  more 
or  less  unsatisfactory  owing  to  inadequate  protection, 
insufficient  storage,  inefficient  purification,  and  irregular 
distribution,  some  of  the  supplies  being  wanting  in  all 
these  directions.  The  localities  thus  unreliably  supplied 
include  Fernhill,  Caroline  Street,  and  portions  of  Blaen- 
rhondda,  Cwmparc,  Ystrad,  Llwynypia,  and  Clydacli 
Yale. 

The  order  for  the  additional  filtering  plant  in  the  form 
of  mechanical  pressure  filters  which  the  Council  had 
already  decided  to  erect  at  Fernhill  to  meet  the  needs  «f 
the  first  three  of  the  localities  mentioned, was  placed  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  but  some  delay  has,  not  unex- 
pectedly, been  experienced  in  obtaining  delivery  of  the 
necessary  appliances.  The  plant,  as  designed,  will  be 
capable  of  dealing  with  120,000  gallons  a day  and  will  be 
provided  in  duplicate. 

Mr.  Octavius  Thomas,  the  Council’s  Gas  and  Water 
Engineer,  furnishes  the  information  that,  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  48  new  services  were  laid  and  that  the 
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consumption  per  head  of  the  population  was  17.64  gallons, 
per  diem,  of  which  .92  gallon  was  for  trade  purposes  this 
being  understood  to  include  all  water  supplied  by  meter. 

The  Supply  of  tiie  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint 
Water  Board.  This  Board,  which  was  created  by  the 
Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Water  Act,  1910,  succeeded  the 
Pontypridd  Waterworks  Company  on  January  1st,  1911. 
The  portion  of  the  Rhondda  supplied  by  the  Board 
includes  the  whole  of  the  Rhondda  Fach  Valley  together 
with  the  portion  of  the  Rhondda  Fawr  below  Ffrwdamos 
Brook  on  the  south-western  side  and  below  the  middle  of 
Victoria  Street  on  the  north-eastern  side,  of  the  river,  as 
well  as  the  main  valley  from  the  junction  of  the  other  two 
at  Porth  to  its  line  of  continuation  with  the  upper  end  of 
Pontypridd  Urban  District  at  Hafod.  The  Board’s 
reservoirs,  filtering  appliances,  and  meter  houses  are 
situated  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Rhondda  Fach  Valley. 
The  improvement  in  the  supply  as  regards  both  quality 
and  constancy  which  has  followed  the  Board’s  acquisition 
of  the  undertaking  and  which  has  been  commented  upon 
in  recent  reports,  has  been  at  least  maintained  in  the 
course  of  1916,  although,  in  common  with  other  similar 
enterprises,  temporary  but  widespread  interruptions  in  the 
supply  were  experienced  during  the  winter  1916-17  in 
consequence  of  the  exceptionally  hard  and  long-continued 
frost  which  characterized  that  period. 

The  private  and  independent  supplies  existing  within 
the  Board’s  water  area  are  both  fewer  and  less  important 
than  those  within  the  Council’s  area  of  supply,  and1  the 
number  of  houses  deriving  their  water  from  these  sources 
is  being  steadily  reduced  from  year  to  year,  especially  at 
Trebanog  and  Penrhiwfer. 


GG 


ADMINISTRATION. 

Tlie  continuance  of  the  war  has  naturally  served  to 
still  further  deplete  the  staff,  so  that  the  total  number  of 
changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  department  directly  due  to 
the  war  and  the  consequent  call  upon  men  and  women  has 
increased  to  twelve,  among  those  who  have  left  for  war 
work  being  two  assistant  medical  officers,  the  deputy 
matron,  the  chief  clerk,  two  sanitary  inspectors,  one  shops 
inspector,  and  several  members  of  the  clerical  staff.  On 
the  other  hand  the  year  has  seen  a permanent  extension 
of  the  work  in  some  directions,  especially  in  maternity  and 
child  welfare  and  the  special  examination  of  school 
children  suffering  from  eye  defects.  For  a considerable 
portion  of  the  year  no  medical  assistance  was  available 
for  carrying  out  the  public  health  duties  of  the  depart- 
ment, including  those  associated  with  the  two  hospitals, 
the  services  of  medical  men  or  women  being  unobtainable, 
even  temporarily,  at  the  average  rate  of  remuneration 
offered. 

The  inconvenience  experienced  during  recent  years 
owing  to  lack  of  sufficient  office  accommodation  has  been 
greatly  accentuated  by  recent  additions  to  the  duties 
and  the  consequent  need  for  more  offices  and  storage  room, 
for  not  only  has  the  amount  of  clerical  work  increased 
but  the  occasions  for  interviews  of  a semi-private 
character  between  members  of  the  staff  have  multiplied. 
It  is  realized  that  the  long-contemplated  provision  of 
suitable  and  sufficient  office  accommodation  must  be  added 
to  the  already  large  group  of  post-war  problems,  but  in 
the  interests  of  the  work  to  be  performed  it  is  highly 
desirable  that  this  question  be  placed  among  the  most 
urgent  and  important  of  those  to  be  considered  after  the 
war.  The  present  conditions  have  a serious  crippling 
effect  upon  the  work  done  in  respect  of  both  its  quality 
and  amount  and  natuially  serve  to  engender  a feeling  of 
dissatisfaction  which  is  none  the  less  harmful  because 
seldom  expressed, 
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MILK  AND  OTHER  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Tlie  chief  powers  of  control  possessed  by  the  Council 
over  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  are  provided 
by  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order,  1885, 
and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder,  the  latter  having 
been  in  force  in  the  district  since  April  1st,  1906.  Some 
powers  were  also  obtained  by  the  Council  in  their  Act  of 
1905,  and  relate  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease  by  means  of  milk.  The  persons  now 
engaged  in  the  production,  sale,  or  distribution  of  milk 
within  the  district  consist  of  the  following  classes  in  the 
numbers  indicated : — 

Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  35 

Purveyors  of  Milk  and  Milk-shop  Keepers  154 

In  all  three  groups,  the  numbers  show  a diminution 
as  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  and,  corres- 
pondingly, there  is  a reduction  in  the  amount  of  milk 
produced  within  the  district  of  7.8  per  cent.,  whereas  the 
amount  imported  has  almost  maintained  its  level,  but  the 
total  amount  of  fresh  milk  consumed  in  the  district  in 
1916  is  estimated  to  have  been  less  than  in  the  previous 
year  by  48,900  gallons. 

It  is  also  estimated  that  the  cows  within  the  district 
yielded  531  gallons  of  milk  per  diem  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  while  the  additional  quantity  of  2,234  gallons  is 
daily  imported  into  the  district  mainly  from  Somerset- 
shire, Glamorganshire,  and  Gloucestershire.  The  total 
quantity  of  cow’s  milk  thus  consumed  in  the  area 
amounted  to  but  slightly  over  one  million  gallons  a year, 
and  is  equivalent  to  an  average  allowance  of  only  .13  of 
a pint  per  day  for  every  individual  in  the  district. 

An  unknown  but  very  considerable  quantity  of  tinned 
condensed  milk  is  sold  for  consumption  by  the  general 
public,  and  the  use  of  dried  milk,  especially  for  infants, 
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has  considerably  increased  during  the  last  few  years, 
mainly  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  difficulty  in 
obtaining  liquid  milk  in  the  required  quantity  and  of  tlie 
desired  quality. 

The  209  premises  concerned  with  the  production  or 
distribution  of  milk  in  the  Rhondda  were  periodically 
inspected  during  the  year  by  the  district  inspectors  under 
whose  supervision  they  are  placed.  In  this  connection 
power  has  been  granted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  consult  a Veterinary  Inspector  in  special  cases,  with 
reference  more  particularly  to  the  existence  of  cows  sus- 
pected to  be  capable  of  conveying  tuberculosis  to 
consumers  of  the  milk  yielded  by  them. 

During  the  year  1,253  periodical  visits  have  been  made 
to  the  32  private  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  district. 
With  regard  to  cleanliness  and  the  general  observance  of 
the  bye-laws  they  have  been  throughout  fairly  well  kept, 
but  some  of  them,  from  their  unsuitable  positions  and 
structural  condition,  call  for  abandonment. 

The  duty  of  administering  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
in  the  Rhondda  is  discharged  by  the  Council  of  the 
Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan. 

The  conditions  produced  by  the  war  have  considerably 
aggravated  the  difficulties  attending  milk  production 
within  and  without  the  district.  As  one?  of  the  results, 
consumers  feel  themselves  unable  under  the  circumstances 
to  exercise  their  usual  solicitude  for  the  good  quality  and 
freshness  of  the  milk  purchased1  by  them.  Both  the 
farmer  and  the  milkman  experience  more  and  greater 
difficulties  and  are  doubtless  in  consequence  tempted  or 
compelled  to  be  less  scrupulous  as  regards  the  care  with 
which  the  various  necessary  operations  in  the  handling  of 
milk  should  be  carried  out.  From  inquiries  recently 
made  throughout  the  district  at  the  request  of  a Special 
Committee  appointed,  at  the  instance  of  the  Cabinet,  by 
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the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  to  report  upon 
the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  throughout  the 
country-  generally,  it  must  be  concluded  that,  failing  early 
ameliorative  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  the 
difficulties  by  which  farmers  and  distributors  are  already 
beset  are  likely  to  increase  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
amount  of  milk  available  for  distribution  in  the  district 
will  be  seriously  diminished.  Some  anxiety  must  con- 
sequently arise  as  to  the  influence  which  such  a scarcity 
may  have  upon  the  well-being  of  infants  and  children 
whose  diet  should  mainly  if  not  entirely  consist  of  milk. 
The  Committee  referred  to,  in  an  interim  report  recently 
published,  make  certain  recommendations  among  which 
may  be  mentioned'  the  discontinuance  of  the  withdrawal 
for  war  purposes  of  men  engaged  in  the  production  and 
distribution  of  milk,  the  early  fixation  of  prices  to  cover 
a considerable  period  so  as  to  help  to  remove  the  existing 
uncertainty,  the  easing  of  the  conditions  on  which  fodder 
for  dairy  herds  may  be  obtained,  the  conservation  for  use 
in  the  lean  seasons  of  the  relative  excess  of  milk  yielded 
during  the  summer  by  the  conversion  of  some  of  it  into 
dried  and  condensed  forms  of  milk,  the  purchase  of  the 
whole  of  these  products  by  the  Food  Controller  so  that 
their  distribution  in  point  of  time  and  place  may  be  better 
regulated,  and  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  preserved 
cream  unsuitable  for  the  use  of  infants  and  invalids. 


POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS. 

Although  the  improvement  recorded  in  recent  years  as 
having  been  noticeable  in  the  extent  to  which  the  rivers 
and  their  tributaries  are  made  to  serve  as  depositories  for 
all  sorts  of  rubbish,  from  colliery  debris  to  house  refuse, 
has  on  the  whole  been  maintained  during  the  year  1916, 
the  practice  is  still  too  general  throughout  the  district  and 
its  restraint  requires  a considerable  amount  of  the  time  of 
the  sanitary  inspectors  upon  whom  devolves  this  duty. 
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Practically  all  classes  of  Hie  community  are  prone  to  con- 
sider any  conveniently-situated  brook  or  stream  as  the 
most  appropriate  receptacle  for  tne  final  deposit  of  dis- 
carded and  unwanted  articles,  and  some  of  the  colliery 
companies,  especially,  are  apt  to  ignore  their  obligations 
in  this  direction.  None  of  them  can  now  plead  ignorance 
of  the  limitations  placed  upon  the  practice  by  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  Council  (Tramways  Extensions,  &c.)  Act, 
1910,  for  a copy  of  the  river  pollution  clauses  was  sent 
to  each  colliery  company  when  this  Act  became  operative 
and  in  more  than  one  instance  the  information  has  been 
repeated  when  a reminder  has  appeared  to  be  necessary. 
One  prosecution  for  an  offence  against  these  provisions 
was  successfully  instituted  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  no  direction  affecting  the  community  as  a whole  has 
the  war  had  a more  paralysing  effect  than  on  the  building 
industry.  The  Rhondda  lias  proved  no  exception,  for  the 
number  of  houses  passed  for  occupation  in  the  course  of 
1916  was  the  lowest  recorded  since  1898  when  systematic 
records  were  first  kept.  Even  this  relatively  small 
number  of  129  has  to  be  reduced  to  correctly  represent 
the  number  of  houses  rendered  actually  available  by  the 
deduction  of  20  houses  which  were  closed  during  the  year 
and  not  subsequently  rendered  fit  for  occupation  by 
renovation.  Therefore  the  nett  number  of  houses  added 
throughout  the  district  during  the  year  amounted  to  109, 
with  sufficient  accommodation  at  5.8  persons  per  house  for 
682  individuals.  This  increased  accommodation,  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  reduction  of  the  total  population 
believed  to  have  taken  place  since  1914,  represents  a total 
of  1,644  houses  as  having  virtually,  in  relation  to  the 
population,  been  added'  to  the  district  during  the  war, 
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The  Council  however,  in  ilie  belief  that  the  reduction  of 
population  is  only  temporary,  have  recently  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  submit  to  the  Local  Government  Board  a 
scheme,  prepared  by  Mr.  T\r.  J.  Jones  (late  Surveyor)  and 
Mr.  E.  Taylor  and  amended  and  supplemented  by  Mr. 
E.  H.  Barber,  for  the  erection  of  about  150  houses  at 
Penygraig,  so  that  no  time  will  be  unnecessarily  lost 
before  proceeding,  under  favourable  circumstances,  with 
what  will  doubtless  prove  the  first  of  a series  of  essays 
by  the  Council  at  themselves  providing  dwelling-houses 
suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  members  of  the 
working-classes  of  the  district. 

The  number  of  plans  of  proposed  new  dwelling-houses 
submitted  in  the  course  of  the  year  was  only  29,  of  which 
20  were  approved,  as  contrasted  with  673,  the  annual 
average  for  the  previous  27  years. 

The  appended  table  sets  out  the  number  of  houses 
passed  for  occupation  since  the  year  1898 : — 

In  1898  there  were  317  new  houses  passed  for  occupation. 
„ 1899 
„ 1900 
,,  1901 
„ 1902 
,,  1903 
,,  1904 
,,  1905 

1906 
„ 1907 
„ 1908 
,,  1909 
„ 1910 
„ 1911 
„ 1912 
„ 1913 
„ 1914 
,,  1915 
„ 1916 


157 

148 

187 

334 

483 

594 

317 

879 

827 

829 

1,025 

926 

769 

439 

358 

308 

146 

129 
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The  local  distribution  of  the  houses  whose  erection 
was  completed  and  whose  occupation  was  effected  during 
the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 

35  houses  were  passed  for  occupation  in  No.  1 Ward. 

Q 9 

° ” 33  33  33  33 

^ 33  33  33  33  3 ,, 


2 

4 

5 

28 

4 

14 

25 


3 3 
3 3 
3 3 
3 3 
3 3 
33 
3 3 


3 3 
3 3 
33 
33 
3 3 
3 3 
3 3 


3 3 
3 3 
3 3 
33 
3 3 
3 3 
3 3 


33  U 

3,  9 

„ 10 


3 3 
3 3 
33 
33 
33 
3 3 
33 


129 


Rhondda 


It  will  thus  been  seen  from  the  above  table  that  Wards 
1,  7,  and  10,  writh  35,  28,  and  25  houses  respectively,  con- 
tributed the  largest,  and  Wards  4 and  3,  with  the 
respective  totals  of  2 and  3,  the  smallest  numbers  to  the 
total  of  129. 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT, 

1909. 

During  the  year,  3,389  houses  were  systematically 
inspected  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  and  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910.  This  total  shows  a 
decrease  of  120  in  the  number  of  inspections  made  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year. 

A memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
suggested  to  Local  Authorities  that  they  should 

“ Refrain  from  requiring  the  execution  of  work,  the 
cost  of  which  has  to  be  borne  by  private  individuals, 
unless  the  work  is  urgently  necessary  for  the  removal 
of  nuisances  or  the  protection  of  health,” 
and  in  respect  of  2,568,  or  75.8  per  cent.,  of  the  houses 
inspected,  this  suggestion  was  followed. 


Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909,  Table  I.  : Inspections  made 
and  Notices  served  during  1916. 


Locality. 

Sanitary  District. 

W ard. 

No.  of  empty  houses  in 
inspected  area. 

No.  of  houses  inspected. 

No.  of  houses  in 
whichwere  found 
structural  de- 
fects and 
nuisances. 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of 
which  preliminaiy  notices  were 
served  to  execute  work  and 
abate  nuisances  under  P.H. 

Act,  1875. 

is  o.  of  houses  in  which  no 
defects  requiring  action 
were  found. 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  seived 
upon  occupieis. 

H.T.P.  Act, 
1909. 

P.H.  Act, 
1875. 

Treherbert  . 

1 

3 

143 

! 4 

4 

139 

188 

Clydach  Vale 

3 

5 

— 

121 

— 

3 

3 

118 

51 

Tonypandy  . . 

3 

5 

1 

250 

— 

— 

— 

250 

14 

Forth 

5 

9 

2 

2 G 

— 

13 

13 

283 

88 

Pontygwaith 

5 

9 

1 

7 

— 

2 

2 

5 

23 

Tylorstown  ... 

5 

9 

4 

4 

1 

Totals 

2 

821 

— 

22 

22 

799 

365 

74 

In  338,  or  13.2  per  cent.,  of  these  houses  some  of  the 
defects  discovered  at  the  inspections  were  of  the  excep- 
tional kind  referred  to  in  the  above  quotation,  and  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  serve  notices  for  their  abatement 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  Of  the  remaining  821 
houses  inspected  (see  Table  I.),  all  the  defects  found  in 
22,  or  0.6  per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  also  of  the  excep- 
tional character  referred  to  and  the  houses,  as  a result  of 
the  action  taken,  were  rendered  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  In  799  houses,  or  23.6  per  cent,  of 
those  inspected,  no  defects  requiring  action  were  observed 
at  the  time  of  inspection,  as  compared  with  26.1  per  cent, 
pertaining  to  the  inspection  carried  out  in  the  previous 
year 

It  is  therefore  understood  that  in  the  remainder  of  the_ 
houses, — after  the  exclusion  from  the  total  inspected  of 
those  in  which  no  defects  were  found  and  of  those  in 
which  all  the  defects  were  remedied, — the  requirements 
discovered  were  not  of  a kind  demanding  immediate 
attention  “ for  the  removal  of  nuisances  or  the  protection 
of  health.’ ’ In  this  group  are  included  the  2,568  houses 
above  referred  to. 

Reference  to  Table  II.  will  show  that  notices  served 
in  respect  of  5,328  houses  remained  uncomplied  with  at 
the  end  of  1915,  as  against  4,918  at  the  close  of  the  year 
under  review,  of  the  latter  1,965  are  notices  served  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act, 
1909,  compliance  with  whose  requirements  are  not  pressed 
under  existing  circumstances.  Of  the  outstanding  notices 
860  relate  tc  houses  owned  by  the  various  Colliery  Com- 
panies, and  235  to  other  combinations  or  associations. 

The  work  of  executing  repairs  in  response  to  urgent 
notices  served  became  increasingly  difficult  during  the 
y^ar,  owing  to  the  lack  of  available  skilled  labour,  and  to 
the  great  increase  in  price  of  building  material. 
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Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909,  Table  II. — Summary  of  results  of 

notices  served. 


Locality. 

Sanitary  District. 

-■C 

a 

* 

No.  of  Houses  in 
respec  of  which 
preliminary 
notices  were  satis- 
fact  Drily  complied 
with. 

No.  of  Houses 
reported  to 
Committee  as 
requiring 
Statutory 
Notices. 

No.  of  Houses 
in  respect  of 
which  notices  ' 
were  not  com- 
plied  with  at 
tnd  of  1915. 

No.  of  Houses 
in  respect  of 
which  Statuto’y 
Notices  were 
satisfactorily 
complied  with 

No.  of  Houses  i 
which  the  owners 
'elected  to  close  in- 

etead  of  comply- 
ing with  notices. 

No.  of  Houses  [ 
at  which  the  Coun- 
cil executed  the 
worh8  in  default 
of  Owner. 

No.  of  houses 
in  respect  of 
which  notices 
were  not 
complied  with 
at  end  of  1916. 

P.H.  Act, 
1875. 

H.T.P.  Act,  1909. 

P.H.  Act, 
1875. 

H.T.P.  Act,  1909. 

P.H.  Act, 
1875. 

H.T.P.  Act,  1909. 

P.H.  Act 
1875. 

H.T.P.  Act, 1909. 

VO 

g 

"8 

< 

X 

Cm 

H.T  P.  Act,  1909 

H.T.P.  Act, 
1909. 

P.H. 

187 

Act, 

5. 

Owner.  | 

Occupier. 

< 

Owner. 

Occupier.  ! 

Owner. 

1 

Occupier,  j 

Owner. 

i 

Occupier  j 

Owner 

1 Occupier. 

Blaenrbon’da 

i 

1 

61 

123 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

60 

122 

Blaenycwm 

1 

1 

39 

25 

6 

39 

25 

6 

Treherbert... 

1 

1 

58 

4 

130 

67 

117 

46 

1 

83 

66 

121 

93 

Treorchy  . . . 

1 

2 

91 

109 

13 

9 

10 

82 

99 

13 

Cwmparc  ... 

1 

2 

56 

148 

71 

1 

3 

55 

145 

71 

Pentre 

2 

3 

50 

81 

39 

2 

7 

48 

74 

39 

Ystrad 

2 

3 

104 

163 

10 

9 

16 

95 

147 

10 

Ton- Pentre 

2 

3 

49 

136 

17 

1 

3 

48 

133 

17 

Gelli 

12 

4 

57 

37 

2 

7 

55 

30 

Llwynypia. . 

3 

S 

20 

59 

20 

59 

ClydachVale 

3 

5 

14 

3 

37 

76 

no 

3 

2 

6 

21 

74 

107 

19 

Tonypandy 

3 

5 

6 

8 

17 

33 

9 

n 

9 

4 

16 

24 

13 

Tonypandy 

3 

6 

33 

83 

6 

33 

83 

6 

Trealaw 

3 

6 

3S 

66 

5 

38 

66 

5 

Trealaw 

4 

6 

15 

33 

15 

33 

Penygraig 

4 

6 

268 

247 

47 

12 

6 

23 

256 

241 

24 

Williamsto’n 

4 

7 

167 

156 

24 

26 

12 

15  ... 

141 

144 

9 

Edmundst’n 

4 

7 

15 

9 

1 

15 

9 

Penrhiwfer 

4 

7 

27 

26 

8 

1 

1 

27 

25 

7 

Gilfach  Goch 

4 

7 

15 

27 

3 

3 

15 

27 

Dinas 

4 

7 

7 

8 

7 

8 

Trebanog  ... 

4 

8 

138 

77 

13 

21 

21 

10 

117 

56 

3 

Cymmer  ... 

4 

8 

81 

122 

16 

19 

35 

10 

62 

87 

6 

Trehafod  ... 

5 

8 

21 

36 

2 

21 

36 

2 

Porth 

5 

8 

174 

367 

25 

12 

21 

6 

162 

346 

19 

Porth 

5 

9 

35 

13 

53 

... 

11 

24 

2 

29 

Ynyshir 

5 

9 

61 

180 

70 

3 

61 

177 

70 

Watts  town 

5 

1 9 

84 

117 

4 

12 

15 

72 

102 

4 

Ponfcygwaith 

5 

9 

4 

2 

19 

28 

18 

105 

15 

45 

28 

5 

79 

Stan  ley  town 

5 

9 

10 

5 

2 

10 

4 

... 

Tylorstown 

5 

9 

i 

6 

2 

4 

... 

Tylorstown 

6 

9 

10 

9 

o 

10 

9 

Ferndale 

6 

10 

i 

190 

356 

14 

29 

52 

..« 

161 

304 

14 

Blaenllechau 

6 

,10 

l 

51 

59 

3 

12 

| 39 

56 

3 

Maerdy 

6 

|1C 

• 

i ••• 

r 

17 

43 

17 

43 

Totals 

. ...  118 

| 

22  247 

2137 

3191 

560 

1 172  1260 

246 

1 7.-.  ' 

1965 

2953561 

76 


In  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to 
prosecute  5 owners  of  7 houses  for  non-compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Council.  Particulars  of  these 
proceedings  have  been  given  in  an  earlier  section  of  this 
report. 

Of  the  3,389  houses  inspected,  in  365  cases,  or  17.6  per 
cent.,  the  occupiers  were  served  with  preliminary  notices, 
and  of  these,  247  were  served  with  statutory  notices,  but 
in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  prosecute  for  non- 
compliance  with  the  specified  requirements. 

Table  III.  sets  out  in  detail  the  amount  of  work 
executed  and  the  nuisances  abated,  the  aggregate  number 
amounting, — after  grouping  of  similar  defects, ; — to 
2,596.  Owing  to  the  conditions  caused  by  the  war  this 
number  is,  as  may  be  expected,  considerably  lower  than 
in  former  years.  The  circumstances  however  do  not 
necessarily  imply  a need  for  less  activity  on  the  part  of 
the  district  sanitary  inspectors,  upon  whom,  guided  and 
supported  by  Chief,* Inspector  J.  Towy  Thomas,  devolves 
the  responsibility  of  bringing  about  compliance  with  the 
notices  served  consequent  upon  the  discovery  of  defects  at 
the  systematic  inspections  made.  Failure  to  comply  with 
the  more  urgent  requirements  within  reasonable  time 
necessitates  in  many  instances  a repetition  of  the  visits 
paid  to  the  defective  premises  as  well  as  meetings  with  the 
owners  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  adoption  of 
measures  of  amelioration  or  of  securing  partial  or  tem- 
porary rectification  of  the  defects. 

Procedure  under  Section  17  of  the  Act.  As  a result 
of  the  inspections  made,  21  houses  were  found  to  be  in 
such  a state  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  upon 
representations  to  the  Council,  closing  orders  were  made 
in  respect  thereof  in  accordance  with  Section  17  (2)  of 
the  Act, 


House-tO-House  Inspection  (Table  in.). — Work  Executed  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &o.  Act. 

1909. 
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No  action  was  taken  during  tlie  year  under  Section  18 
of  the  Act  relating  to  demolition,  but  G Louses  were  volun- 
tarily demolished  by  the  owners. 

During  the  year,  one  closing  order  was  determined  in 
accordance  with  Section  17  (6),  the  house  having  been 
repaired  and  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation.  An 
additional  13  houses  were  rendered  habitable  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1916,  but  the  orders  determining  the  closing 
orders  were  not  issued  until  early  in  1917. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  concerning  some 
of  the  features  of  the  work  carried  on  in  the  course  of 
the  year : — ■ 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
under  and  for  the  purposes  of  Section  17 
of  the  Act  of  1909 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on 
inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 
Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the  making 
of  closing  orders 

The  number  of  closing  orders  made 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects 
in  which  were  remedied  without  the 
making  of  closing  orders 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after 
the  making  of  closing  orders  were  put  into 
a fit  state  for  human  habitation 

In  ihe  houses  inspected,  overcrowding  was  discovered 
in  the  course  of  1910  in  only  G instances,  in  none  of 


) 3,389 


21 


21 


21 


432 
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which  however  did  the  conditions  constitute  overcrowding 
on  the  basis  of  more  than  two  persons  to  a room  adopted 
in  the  census  returns.  Overcrowding  was  abated  in  11 
instances,  in  three  as  a result  of  notices  served  in  1916, 
and  in  the  remainder  in  consequence  of  action  taken 
previously. 


SHOPS  ACTS,  1912  & 1913. 

As  in  the  last  eight  months  of  the  previous  year,  the 
duties  formerly  carried  out  jointly  by  Inspectors  if. 
Thwaites  and  T.  Osborne  were  attended  to  as  far  as 
possible  by  the  former  during  the  whole  of  1916,  as  the 
latter  became  attached  in  May,  1915,  to  one  of  the 
sanitary  sections  of  the  Welsh  Army  Corps.  The  main- 
tenance of  a systematic  supervision  equalling  in  detail  that 
previously  exercised  throughout  the  district  was  imprac- 
ticable under  the  circumstances.  That  however  the 
vigilance  shown  by  Inspector  Thwaites  was  fruitful  and 
effective  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  26  prosecutions  w~ere 
instituted  by  him  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

An  analysis  of  the  records  kept  and  collated  by  the 
Inspector  discloses  many  interesting  and  instructive 
features,  and  the  accompanying  summary  sets  out  many 
of  them  in  tabular  form.  Thus,  the  total  number  of  shops 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to  2,569, 
or  96  fewer  than  at  the  end  of  1915,  the  numbers  removed 
from  and  added  to  the  register  in  the  course  of  the  year 
having  amounted  to  303  and  207  respectively.  The  total 
number  of  shops  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Rhondda 
Closing  Order  No.  9 amounted  to  1,146. 


Report  of  the  Shops  inspector  for  the  Year  1916, 


81 


•uajpsx  aopov  IbSst; 

1 1 « 1 1 ^ 1 01 

CO  ®0  | 

hi  r 

M 1 MM<” 

co 

1 <M 

| Nn  mber 
subject 
to  Local 
Closing 
Order, 

Its  -M  li;l 

nH  CM 

CO  I CO  CO  CM 

^ 1 OCO  LO 

CM  rH 

siii 

1 1 1 loco  1 

tH 

CO 

iC'cpjnq'Bg 

Mil  j‘J:  1 i Mil  1 HHI  1 1 1 1 1,1  I f 

(M 

jf'epRl 

i i i r i.ih 

Mil,  1 

| CO  | 00 

IS  II  II  1 

CM 

f*' 

-2 

A'epsanqx 

Cbco<Meocc>'*j<inefl 

00  CM  CM  o 

o co  co  ic 

CO  r-t 

NMOiOBOO 

1 00 

Q 

ce 

CO 

1 1-: 

o 

© 

J5 

^psoupg^v 

i i rsH  1 

1 & 1 J 1 

| CM  | to 

7 

58 

1 

1 

CM 

T* 

W 

&L 

ifep89nx  | 

1 1 lH3l  lN 

1 S3  II  1 

Ml® 

'"SIMM 

o 

uO 

-43 

w 

if'Bpaoi^  | 

1 lolHl  1 1 

lw  M 1 

1 1 M 

M II  II  1 

|ll9 

1* 

M 

•^daigxa 

1 1 1 CO  -5  1 TO 

250 

In  In 

1 1® 

rH  Hi 

1346 

w 

5 

cri 

Pi 

O 

ja 

iCnpanUBg  j 

1 1 1 1 1 1 M 

II  II  1 

NMI 

II  1 II  M 

GO 

it'epsanqx 

SS  1 1 1 1 § 1 

r-f  'M 

CO  I CO  CO  CM 

H ! GOD  IQ 

SMI 

1 1 1 l§83! 

1059 

i?BpUOJ\[ 

life  1 1 1 1 1 

II  II  1 

! II  1 

II  II  II  1 | 

157 

•2-d 
© © 

cd 

© 

73 

1 8E 
| J3A0 

10 

38 

11 

8 

53 

1 

243 

22 

a oi  *o  co 

r-oOCO 

O CO  CO  03 

i — 1 rH 

co  ^ co  cm  05  ^ m 
^co  - | 

928 

® >» 
<3  o 

'S  & 

2 

© 

fa 

1 8-T 
1 jspun 

| 25St^'^!HTt'SS 

CO  CO  CO  tH 
r-i  CO 

CM  J'-CO  CM 

CM  tO  CO  CM  M | CM 

363 

° a 

3 ® 

-33  3} 

CD 

1 8T 
1 J8AO 

1 o oo  cm  | | Tt<  cn 

1 CO^(M  1 1 CO 

-H1XM  T-l 

CM  HH 

CM 

00  1 M 

| CO  | NOTH® 

05 

1 ^ 

2 a 

li  58 

c3 

1 81 
1 Japan 

1 | 00  »Q  T*  { I 00H 

; 1 CO  TH  H 1 1 H 

NHN  W 1 

t-CO  1 

n 

6 

1 1 1 IS'"00, 

05 

CO 

•p9j?0ldUI9 

9jb  e^u'B^'iisev  qoiqM 
m sdoqg  jo  asquint 

OOOOOCO— i(MrHO 
t#i  co  cq  lc  Oh 

03  TtliOO  X^ 

CO  CO  CO  00 
rH  rH  CM 

a o co  io  oo  oo  cm 

00  CO  |H 

831 

•edoqg  jojgqrantf  i^ox 

CsOSf^OiCTtiat^ 
nOiflWUi'MOOO 
HH  —1  <M 

CO  O CO  CO  CM 

H lOOOO  lQ 

(M  CM  H 

00  CO  <M  O 
Ttl  r>-  r-t  l>» 

05  CO  rH  CM  CO  CO  to  1 
CM  CO  (M  X>»  O CO  tO  , 

2569 

02  cd 
bo  © 


fi  © 

o“  © 

cQ 


N O 
cS  O 


' c3  eS  ■ 


gggfS  H : 

>•  ^ 'C  -M  33  O 2 
n,  O 33  g S3  & 

3 rt  © a ^ ao  1-1 

ss«sii^ 

s <8X1  O « 
©e«ac8®0'a3Q 

■^■ge3^5'03a> 

-a  ® 2 o -S  eg  a 

G Dh  0)  ^ O c3  •£ 
««  .a’gtDx,  „-■§ 
co  a>  .2  2 S c« 

© ,®tM  ®“<5S 

J3  a © >.  2?  •«  -3 

||af  £\1S 
3 .a  O «s  s-i  n 3 
MOOQQE^Sn 


,T3  S . S 
a © . > 

«n  .2 

B(S  H 

©M 


*•  a 


* „ is 

fo  o .So 
2°  « 
8 S 1 sS 

bb£  2 go 
© S'S-o 
2 8‘S  S 
OOKB 


g S Su 

s 2 S° 

: cs  ftO 

„ ®r  2 m 

r :-g&<  5 ® 

■>  g g -<  © 

~ O P'Dh 
D O -H  fl 

1 TO  o O 03 

il|5  i! 

rad®  - 

- C *,5  c ® 

•2  a &§  s 

J.i:  (1)  « fl  C« 

5 Eq  be  £ C 

2 cS  XwW  5 
2 cd  2 © c$ 

• ^ oi® 

5 © a) 

; fcontfes  i 


o 

. 3 . 
•.2"  • 
13  ® 

be  © 
a 33 

3 8 

S-g 

2 x o 
. Sopq 
’«  a-o 

fcH  fi 

ro  ° £ 


(5  02 


0=3 

T)  & 
s © 
cS  ^ 

: ®"g  ! 

s-  a 

© e3 
£ £ ” 
P.°S  O 

OS'®  © 

ibO  g a 
00  .“JjS 

,-ssJi 

cbH^S 


82 


Assistants  were  employed  in  <831  establishments,  but 
293  of  these  were  exempt  from  the  operation  of'  tire 
Rhondda  Weekly  Half-Holiday  Order  which  specifies 
Thursday  afternoon  from  1 o’clock  as  the  general  half- 
holiday  throughout  the  district.  It  is  also  noticeable 
that  although  there  wab  a nett  reduction  of  96  in  the 
number  of  premises  used  as  shops  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  there  was  a corresponding  diminution  of 
only  6 in  the  number  of  assistants  employed,  mainly  on 
account  of  the  extent  to  which  female  labour  is  now 
utilized,  especially  in  grocers’  establishments. 

The  Council’s  Shops  Act  Order  Ao.  9,  which  is  more 
embracing  than  and  supersedes  the  local  closing  orders 
previously  in  force,  was  sanctioned  by  the  Home  Secretary 
on  April  5th,  1916.  A copy  of  this  Order  was  included 
verbatim  in  the  report  for  1915. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  there  were  also  issued  two 
Orders  by  the  Home  Office  relative  of  the  early  closing 
ot  shops  throughout  the  country  generally  during  the 
winter  months.  The  later  Order,  dated  October  27th, 
1916,  revoked  the  former  Order  of  the  24th  of  October, 
1916,  and  provided,  under  Regulation  10  B.  of  the 
Defence  of  the  Realm  (Consolidation)  Regulations,  1914, 
for  the  closure  of  shops  not  later  than  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening  (except  on  Saturdays  on  which  the  specified  huur 
is  9.0  p.m.).  The  Order  continued  in  force  until  April 
30th,  1917,  and  was  enforced  by  the  Police  Authorities. 
For  most  days  the  hour  mentioned  is  as  late  as  or  later 
than  those  fixed  by  the  Rhondda  Closing  Order,  the  most 
notable  exception  being  on  Saturdays,  and  the  Order 
applies  to  all  shops  as  defined  in  the  Shops  Act,  1912, 
whereas  the  local  Older  is  only  applicable  to  certain 
specified  trades. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  ACT,  1903. 

The  detailed  administration  of  the  Employment  of 
Children  Act,  1903,  and  of  the  bye-laws  made  thereunder 
are  carried  out  throughout  the  district  by  the  Shops 
Inspectors,  the  County  Police  also  rendering  some 
assistance  especially  in  checking  illegalities  in  connection 
with  street-trading.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  the  local 
Police  Court  in  six  instances  throughout  the  year  as  the 
result  of  infringements  detected  by  Inspector  P.  Thwaites, 
four  for  offences  against  the  bye-laws  relating  to  street- 
trading  and  the  other  two  for  employing  children  in  shopvs 
during  prohibited  hours. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Section  132  of  this  Act,  which  became  operative  on 
January  1st,  1902,  requires  that: — “ The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  every  District  Council  shall,  in  his  annual 
report  to  them,  report  specially  on  the  administration  of 
this  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  he  shall  send 
a copy  of  his  annual  report,  or  so  much  of  it  as  deals  with 
the  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.” 

In  consequence  of  the  great  and  far-reaching  changes, 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  in  the  personnel  of  the  staffs 
engaged  at  the  alreadiy  existing  factories  and  in  the  pro- 
vision of  a large  number  of  new  factories,  especially  for  the 
purpose  of  making  munitions,  the  amount  of  supervision 
required  throughout  the  country  generally  has  been  enor- 
mously increased.  The  degree  to  which  women  have 
replaced  men  has  also  greatly  added  to  the  difficulties  and 
has  doubtless,  on  the  other  hand,  directly  led  to  many  and 
important  innovations  in  the  direction  of  movements 
having  for  tlieir  aim  the  physical  welfare  of  the  workers 
and,  consequentially,  the  increase  of  production.  It  is 
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well  to  bear  in  mind  however  that  the  efforts  which  are 
now  being  iradie  are  bnt  an  extension  and  probably,  as 
yet,  bnt  a relatively  small  extension,  of  the  measures  in 
the  interests  of  the  health  and  safety  of  the  workers  which 
were  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  1901,  and  the  various  Orders  made  thereunder 
and  which,  before  the  war,  were  enforced,  with  the 
assistance  of  local  authorities,  by  a staff  of  inspectors  in 
the  direct  employ  of  the  Home  Office.  The  war  has  how- 
ever served  t secure  a greater  degree  of  thoroughness  and 
to  hasten  tha  development  in  new  directions  of  welfare 
work  generally  as  affecting  those  employed  in  factories. 
The  Rhondda,  in  relation  to  its  population,  is  peculiarly 
outside  the  scope  of  these  developments  as  its  one  large 
industry, — the  winning  and  working  of  coal, — does  not 
lend  itself  to  the  replacement  of  men  by  women  and  no 
new  industries  have  been  established  within  its  boundaries 
during  the  war. 

The  number  of  workshops  throughout  the  district  in 
1916  amounted  to  1,148,  or  11  fewer  than  in  1915. 

During  the  year,  467  visits  were  made  by  the  district 
inspectors  to  factories  and'  workshops  within  the  urban 
area  and  served  to  discover  11  defects  capable  of  being 
dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  clauses  of  the  F actory 
and  Workshop  Act.  Notices  served  in  connection  with 
the  sanitary  defects  found  were  in  all  instances  satis- 
factorily complied  with. 

There  are  156  bakehouses  in  the  district,  or  four 
fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  These  received  696 
visits  of  inspection.  Generally  speaking,  they  are  small 
and,  with  few  exceptions,  each  gives  employment  to  only 
one  or  two  persons.  Underground  bakehouses,  in  the  full 
sense  of  the  term,  do  not  exist  throughout  the  urban  area. 

There  are  practically  no  outworkers  engaged  in  the 
district. 
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All  plans  for  new  workshops  come  before  the  Surveyor's 
and  Medical  Officer’s  Departments  before  being  submitted 
to  the  appropriate  Committees  for  consideration,  and 
adequate  and  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  is  required 
in  all  cases. 

The  following  tables  set  out  the  number  and  classifica- 
tion of  the  workshops  in  the  district  and  the  work  done 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 

1901. 


Workshops  and  Workplaces  in  the  Rhondda  in  Wards 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Total 

Bootmakers 

14 

14 

21 

13 

15 

19 

12 

! 14 

22 

13 

157 

Bakers 

14 

23 

19 

13 

16 

7 

14 

16 

15 

19 

156 

Blacksmiths 

4 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

o} 

1 

22 

Barbers 

12 

12 

11 

10 

14 

10 

10 

11 

16 

9 

115 

bottling  Stores  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

3 

Carpenters 

9 

7 

12 

6 

5 

8 

4 

9 

8 

10 

78 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

8 

12 

11 

12 

11 

9 

7 

13 

17 

10 

110 

Coachmakers 

1 



] 

— . 

— 

3 

2 

2 

o 

— 

11 

Cycle  Repairers  ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

11 

Dressmakers 
Dressmakers  and 

20 

21 

16 

17 

16 

9 

5 

13 

19 

14 

150 

Milliners  (Comb.) 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

3 

15 

Glaziers 

2 

2 

4 

3 



1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

16 

Jewellers 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

6 

1 

4 

2 

4 

31 

Laundry 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Milliners 

8 

9 

12 

6 

5 

9 

4 

11 

10 

11 

85 

Picture  Framers  ... 

1 

2 

5 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

17 

Printeis 

2 

1 

1 

_ 





2 

1 

7 

Plumbers 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

17 

Saddlers 

Monumental 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

7 

Masons... 



3 

— 





2 

1 



2 

1 

9 

Sweet  Makers 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Tailors 

4 

7 

18 

5 

3 

5 

4 

7 

5 

6 

64 

Tinmen 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

8 

Quarries 

5 

6 

4 

8 

3 

3 

6 

3 

9 

6 

53 

Totals 

113 

128 

153 

104 

96 

101 

80 

120 

138 

115 

1148 

Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories  — 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

45 

1 

— 

Workshops. 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

422 

6 

&7 


Defects  found  in  Factories  and  Workshops. 


| 

Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
Prosecu- 
tions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 

to 

H,M. 

Inspector. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness. 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

f Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Accommo-J 

dation. 

l Unsuitable  or  defec- 
i tive 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

[.Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act— 

Illegal  occupation  of  Underground 
Bakehouse  (s.101) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require 
ment*  for  Bakehouses  (ss.97 
to  100) 

1 __ 

Other  Offences— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

11 

11 

- 

8 ft 


Factories  and  Workshops.  Other  Matters. 


CLASS. 


(1) 


Matters  notified  by  H,M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(S.  133)  ...  ...  ‘ .. 


Action  taken  in  matters 
referred  by  H M. Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act(S.  5.) 


r 

Defects  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector... 


Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 
Inspector  ... 


4 


Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S  101): 
Certificates  granted  during  the  ^ear  ... 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Number. 


APPENDIX 
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Table  1, 

Population  of  the  Rhondda  Valley  since  1801. 


Year. 

Houses 

Persons. 

Persons  per 
House. 

In- 

habited. 

Unin- 

habit- 

ed. 

Build- 

ing. 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

a 1 SOI 

265  | 

277 

542 

1811 

283 

293 

576 

1821 

309 

338 

647 

18*11 

277 

265 

542 

1841 

386 

362 

748 

1851 

493 

458 

951 

1861 

561 

107 

5 

1,669 

1,366 

3 035 

5 4 

1871 

2,710 

32 

62 

9,559 

7,355 

16,914 

6-2 

61871 

23,950 

1881 

9,198 

340 

158 

! 30,877 

24,755 

55  632 

6-0 

1891 

13,551 

146 

374 

| 50,174 

38,177 

88,351 

6-5 

1901 

19,210 

368 

112 

' 62,315 

51,420 

113,735 

5-92 

1911 

26,250 

457 

444 

83,209 

69,572 

152,781 

5-82 

1916 

166  873 

NOTES. 

(a)  The  census  returns  for  1801  include  Rhigos,  which  is  not 

within  the  present  area  of  the  Rhondda  District. 

(b)  Portions  of  the  Llanwonno  and  Llantrisant  Districts  were 

added  to  the  Rhondda  District  on  October  1st,  1879. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  population  in  the  enlarged 

£rea  in  1§71  at  23,909- 
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Table  2. 


Rateable  and  Assessable  Values  of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Hopkins,  Treasurer  to  the 
Council,  for  the  following  statement : — 


Year 

ending 

Rateable  Value. 

AssessableValue. 

General  District 
Rate  in  the  £ 

31st  March. 

1896 

£ 8. 

409,807  2 

d. 

6 

£ s. 

341,050  13 

d. 

11 

per  annum. 
8.  d. 
2 6 

1897 

443,290  0 

0 

371,927  4 

7 

2 6 

1898 

451,977  5 

0 

379,042  3 

9 

2 6 

1899 

462,354  1 

6 

387,533  3 

6 

2 6 

1900 

463,387  12 

6 

387,549  19 

9 

2 9 

1901 

490,352  15 

0 

413,620  18 

4 

2 9 

1902 

481,521  10 

0 

404,692  18 

4 

3 0 

1903 

539,336  15 

0 

464,698  15 

5 

3 0 

1904 

515,731  0 

0 

444,285  10 

0 

3 8 

1905 

527,210  5 

0 

453,629  0 

0 

3 2 

1906 

520,041  10 

0 

441,745  1 

8 

3 0 

1907 

534,772  15 

0 

455,087  5 

0 

3 0 

1908 

569,169  10 

0 

486,645  16 

8 

3 3 

1909 

622,832  10 

0 

540,429  15 

10 

3 6 

1910 

646,069  0 

0 

561,456  7 

11 

3 3 

1911 

643,471  0 

0 

556,621  5 

10 

3 3 

1912 

617,992  15 

0 

545,344  12 

6 

3 3 

1913 

616,381  15 

0 

541,432  14 

7 

3 6 

1914 

698,065  10 

0 

623,389  16 

8 

3 3 

1915 

694,431  15 

0 

618,485  10 

5 

3 6 

1916 

711,967  0 

0 

649,216  0 

0 

3 6 

1917 

768,717  10 

0 

705,747  13 

9 

3 0 

A penny  rate  on  the  Assessable  Value  produces  £2948  19s.  Od.  (Gross) 
An  analysis  of  the  Rateable  values  of  the  houses  in  the  District 


gives  the  following  result : — 

£100  and  upwards  . . . . . . *53 

Between  £50  and  £100  ..  ..  ..  *73 

„ £25  and  £50  ..  ..  ' ..  279 

£10  and  £25  ..  ..  ..  5676 

Below  £10  ..  . , . . ..  . 39  79 


100-00 
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Table  3. 

Showing  the  actual  number  of  Births  in  the  Rhondda, 
and  the  Birth-rates  during  the  years  1896 — 1916. 


Year. 

Total 

Birth  rate 

Average  < 

Births. 

per  1,000. 

Ten  Year; 

1896 

• •• 

4,328 

42.9 

1897 

4,109 

39.7 

1898 

... 

4.120 

38.8 

1899 

• •• 

4,089 

37.5 

1900 

4,469 

40.0 

y 

39.6 

1901 

... 

4,586 

40.0 

1902 

... 

4,937 

41.8 

1903 

... 

4,897 

40.3 

1904 

... 

4,860 

38.8 

1905 

4,664 

36.2 ] 

1906 

4,751 

35.8  1 

I 

1907 

... 

4,831 

35.3 

1908 

• . . 

5,454 

38.7 

1909 

5,577 

38.4 

i ■ 

1910 

... 

5,628 

37.7 

1911 

... 

5,491 

35.7 

!• 

35.3 

1912 

5,236 

33.1 

j 

1913 

5,505 

34.0 

1914 

5,558 

34.2 

1915 

4,983 

30.0 

i 

1916 

... 

4,481 

26.8 

) 

Table  4. 

Comparative  Birth-rate  Table  for  1916. 


England  and  Wales 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
216 

Rural  England  and  Wales 
96  Great  Towns 

— 

— 

148  Smaller  Towns  ... 

— 

Rhondda 

268 

95 


Table  5. 

The  number  of  houses,  estimated  population,  number  of 


births 

, and  birth- 

rate  per  1,000  for  each  Ward. 

Number  of 

Estimated 

Number 

Birth-rate 

Ward. 

occupied 

houses. 

population  to 
middle  of  1916. 

of 

Births. 

per 

1,000. 

1 

2,504 

15,188 

426 

28-0 

2 

2,953 

17,750 

434 

24-4 

3 

2,160 

12,399 

289 

23-3 

4 

2,185 

12,808 

346 

27  0 

5 

2,725 

16,250 

468 

28-8 

6 

2,579 

15,597 

451 

28-5 

7 

2,427 

12,910 

390 

30*2 

8 

3,437 

18,000 

434 

241 

9 

4,049 

25,292 

719 

28-4 

10 

3,299 

20,679 

524 

251 

Rhondda 

28,318 

166,873 

. . 

26  8 

96 


Table  6. 

Showing  the  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  in  the 
Rhondda. 


In  1895  there  was  a number  equivalent  to  26  per  1,000  of  total  births. 


,,  IO»U 

99 

99 

>» 

„ 1897 

99 

23  , , , , 

„ 1898  there 

\ were 

105,  equal  to  25  per 

1,000  of  total  births 

„ 1899 

,, 

75,  „ 

18 

,,  ,, 

„ 1900 

9 9 

111, 

24 

9 ' 9 9 

„ 1901 

9 9 

97, 

21 

,,  „ 

„ 1902 

9 9 

97, 

15 

9 9 9 9 

„ 1903 

115, 

23 

9 9 9 9 

„ 1904 

100, 

20 

9 9 9 9 

„ 1905 

100, 

21 

9 9 9 9 

„ 1906 

101, 

21 

9 9 9 9 

„ 1907 

99 

107, 

22 

9 9 9 9 

„ 1908 

99 

119, 

22 

„ 1909 

130, 

23 

9 9 9 

„ 1910 

121. 

21 

99  99 

„ 1911 

136. 

25 

V 99 

„ 1912 

9 9 

160, 

31 

99  , 

„ 1913 

H7, 

27 

• 9 99 

„ 1914 

139, 

25 

9 9 9 9 

,,  1915 

,, 

146,  „ 

29 

9 9 9 9 

„ 1916 

9 9 

106,  „ 

24 

9 • 99 

97 


Table  7. 

Number  of  Births,  Birth-rate,  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age,  Infantile  Mortality-rate, 
number  of  Deaths,  and  Death-rate  in  each  year  since  1891. 


Year 

Total 

Number 

of 

Births 

General 
Birth-rate 
per  1,000. 

Number  of 
deaths  of 
children 
under  one 
year  of  age. 

Infantile 

Mortality- 

rate 

per  1,000 
births. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

General 

Death- 

rate 

per  1,000. 

1891 

3,935 

443 

862 

219 

2,255 

25 '4 

1892 

3 916 

42  9 

757 

193 

1,804 

19  8 

1893 

4,149 

44-3 

932 

225 

2,132 

22  8 

1894 

3,715 

38  7 

757 

204 

1,706 

17-7 

1895 

4,245 

43 '1 

997 

235 

2,246 

22-8 

1896 

4,328 

42-9 

855 

198 

2, 105 

20-8 

1897 

4,109 

39  7 

838 

204 

2,049 

20-1 

1898 

4,120 

38-8 

793 

192 

1,979 

18-8 

1899 

4,089 

37-5 

1,016 

248 

2,419 

22  4 

1900 

4,469 

40 '0 

839 

188 

2,181 

19*9 

1901 

4.586 

40 -C 

1,020 

222 

2,431 

212 

1902 

4,937 

418 

883 

179 

2,190 

18-6 

1903 

4,897  | 

40  3 

778 

159 

1,998 

16*4 

1904 

4,860 

38-8 

925 

190 

2,345 

18-7 

1905 

4,664 

36  2 

927 

199 

2,402 

18*6 

1906 

4,751 

35  8 

821 

173 

2 074 

15*6 

1907 

4.831 

35  3 

782 

162 

2,133 

15*6 

1908 

5,454 

387 

1.002 

184 

2,516 

17*9 

1909 

5.577 

38-4 

724 

130 

2,231 

15*4 

1910 

5,628 

37-7 

770 

137 

2,181 

14-6 

1911 

5 491 

35-7 

902 

164 

2,352 

15*3 

1912 

5.236 

33  1 

666 

127 

2,182 

13*8 

1913 

5,505 

34  0 

766 

139 

2,360 

J4*6 

1914 

5,558 

84-2 

762 

137 

2,410 

14*3 

1915 

4,983 

30-0 

567 

114 

2,218 

14*2 

1916 

4,481 

26  8 

471 

105 

1,940 

12*6 

98 


Table  8. 

Showing  the  number  of  houses,  estimated  population, 


number  of  deaths, 

and  death-rate  per  1,000  for 

each  Ward. 

Wards. 

Number  of  Estimated  (civil) 
occupied  population  to 

houses.  middle  of  1916. 

Number  of 
deaths  from, 
all  causes 

Death-rate 

per 

1,000. 

1 

2,504 

13,958 

189 

135 

2 

2,953 

16,314 

210 

12*8 

3 

2,160 

11,396 

161 

14  1 

4 

2,185 

11,772 

167 

141 

5 

2,725 

14,935 

184 

12-3 

6 

2,579 

14,335 

187 

130 

7 

2,427 

11,866 

152 

12*8 

8 

3,437 

16,544 

183 

110 

9 

4,049 

23,246 

265 

114 

10 

3,299 

19,007 

242 

12-7 

Rhondda... 

28.318 

...  153,373 

1,940 

12-6 

99 

Table  9- 

Death-rates  in  the  96  Great  Towns  of  England  and 
Wale^,  1916,  based  upon  the  estimates  of  civil  populations  at 
Midsummer,  1915,  and  compiled  from  the  four  quarterly  returns 
of  the  Registrar-General. 


Towns 

Death 

rate. 

Towns 

Death 

rate. 

1 Ilford 

..  8-6 

49  Southport 

, , 

14-4 

2 Enfield 

..  95 

50  West  Hartlepool 

. . 

14*4 

3 Southend-on-Sea 

..  10*5 

51  Birkenhead  .. 

, e 

14*5 

4 Walthamstow 

..  105 

52  Halifax 

# , 

14*5 

5 Willesdeu 

..  10-5 

53  Stockport 

. . 

14*5 

6 Eastbourne  . . 

..  10-7 

54  Wolverhampton 

145 

7 Edmonton 

..  10-8 

55  Barnsley 

14-6 

8 East  Ham 

..  109 

56  Dewsbury 

. . 

14-6 

9 Swindon 

..  10-9 

57  Merthyr  Tydfil 

14-7 

10  Wimbledon  .. 

. . 10  9 

58  Salford 

. . 

14-7 

11  Ealing 

..  110 

59  W igan 

# . 

14-7 

12  Hornsey 

13  Tottenham  . . 

..  Ill 

60  Gloucester 

14-8 

..  11*1 

61  Huddersfield 

14-8 

14  Smethwick  . . 

..  11-3 

62  Bradford 

. . 

149 

15  Acton 

..  11-5 

63  Darlington  .. 

. . 

14*9 

16  Coventry 

..  11*5 

64  Swansea 

15-0 

17  Oxford 

..  11*5 

65  Dudley 

15  1 

18  Wallasey 

..  11*5 

66  Sheffield 

15-1 

19  Leyton 

..  118 

67  Bournemouth 

. , 

15-2 

20  Croydon 

..  12  0 

68  Brighton 

, , 

15-2 

21  Barrow-in-Furness 

. . 12.3 

69  Exeter 

15  2 

22  Northampton 

..  125 

70  Norwich 

. , 

15 '2 

23  Rhondda 

..  12-6 

71  Newcastle-on-Tyne 

15*3 

24  Gillingham  . . 

. . 12-8 

72  Rotherham  .. 

15’3 

25  Cardiff 

..  13-2 

73  Leeds 

, , 

15‘4 

26  Blackpool 

...  13-3 

74  Manchester  .. 

• . 

15*5 

27  Leicester 

..  134 

75  Plymouth 

• « 

155 

28  Lincoln 

..  134 

76  Nottingham  .. 

15  6 

29  Reading 

..  13-4 

77  Great  \ armouth 

157 

30  Ipswich 

...  13*5 

78  Hull 

15  7 

31  Bristol 

..  13-6 

79  Carlisle 

. . 

15‘8 

32  West  Bromwich 

..  13  6 

80  Preston 

158 

33  Newport  (Mon.) 

..  13-7 

81  Walsall 

15-8 

34  Bolton 

..  13-8 

82  Oldham 

. . 

15  9 

35  Wakefield 

..  13-8 

83  Stockton-on-Tees 

16*1 

36  Aberdare 

..  13-9 

84  St.  Helens  .. 

, , 

16*2 

37  Birmingham  .. 

..  13-9 

85  Stoke-on-Trent 

162 

38  Blackburn 

..  13*9 

86  Bury 

16*3 

39  Southampton.. 

..  13  9 

87  Tynemouth  .. 

16*3 

40  Grimsby 

..  141 

88  Burnley 

• . 

16-5 

41  Bath 

..  14-2 

89  Rochdale 

. , 

16*6 

42  Warrington  .. 

..  14-2 

90  H astings 

• . 

16  7 

43  Derby 

..  14-3 

91  South  Shields 

16*7 

44  London 

...  143 

92  Bootle 

17*3 

45  Portsmouth  . . 

..  143 

93  Middlesbrough 

17  5 

46  West  Ham  . . 

..  143 

94  Gateshead 

. . 

17  8 

47  York 

..  14*3 

95  Sunderland  . . 

179 

48  Cambridge 

...  144 

96  Liverpool 

18-6 

Table  10. 

Kates  of  Mortality  in  the  Rhondda  of  Children  under  one  year  of  age  from  the  principal  infantile 
diseases  per  1,000  births  during  1906-16. 
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Table  11 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  different  Wards 
during  1916,  from  the  following  diseases  : 


Cause  of  Death. 

Ward  1 

Ward  2 

Ward  3 

Ward  4 

Ward  5 

Ward  6 

Ward  7 

00 

73 

£ 

Ward  9 

1 Ward  10 

j Total.  | 

Measles  ... 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Diarrhoea 

5 

8 

2 

3 

3 

5 

3 

— 

2 

7 

38 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Accidents  (General) 

1 

102 

Table  12 


Showing  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Rhondda  from 

the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  since  1896. 


in 

Fevers. 

Average 

o 

0) 

> 

<D 

«3 

s3 

8 

.2  08 

o . 

Zymotic 

Year 

Oh 

<D 

ns 

’«3  -g-5 

Death- 

e§ 

7. 

ci 

<u 

*3 

+3 

S 

2 5 

ft 

rh 

>. 

c5 

£ 

a 

v 2 
z.  -5 

3 

III 

— 

sS 

N a> 

Q 

rate  of 
Ten 
Y ears. 

m 

H 

W 

tfi  © 
O 

1896 

7 

38 

43 

63 

54  1 

- 

28 

3 

144 

373 

3-6 

1 

1897 

- 

138 

19 

52 

78 

- 

28 

— 

61 

376 

3 6 

1898 

- 

16 

14 

33 

146 

- 

40 

i 

105 

355 

3*3 

1899 

- 

— 

10 

70 

186 

- 

55 

- 

169 

489 

4 4 

1900 

- 

121 

35 

58 

125 

- 

24 

— 

118 

481 

4-3 

1 

l 

36 

1901 

- 

3 

43 

33 

135 

- 

53 

327 

595 

5-2 

1 

1 

1902 

i 

109 

27 

40 

81 

- 

21 

— 

109 

389 

3-3 

1 

1 

1903 

- 

8 

38 

52 

42 

- 

44 

-- 

109 

293 

2*4 

1 

1904 

- 

102 

20 

53 

32 

- 

42 

— 

211 

460 

3-7 

1 

1 

1905 

- 

84 

11 

55 

16 

- 

15 

i 

172 

354 

2-7 

1 

J 

1906 

- 

24 

9 

27 

25 

- 

20 

— 

206 

311 

2 4 

1907 

- 

68 

9 

26 

20 

- 

22 

- 

147 

292 

21 

1908 

- 

102 

7 

54 

32 

- 

21 

— 

319 

535 

3 8 

1909 

- 

47 

15 

27 

35 

- 

4 

i 

130 

258 

1-8 

1910 

- 

25 

24 

41 

15 

- 

12 

— 

115 

232 

1-6 

1911 

- 

144 

19 

18 

21 

- 

18 

313 

533 

3 *5 

> 2 2 

r 

1912 

- 

127 

19 

80 

19 

- 

16 

39 

300 

1-9 

1913 

- 

57 

22 

15 

53 

- 

12 

i 

174 

334 

21 

1914 

- 

84 

10 

44 

36 

- 

5 

— 

103 

282 

17 

1915 

- 

58 

12 

47 

29 

- 

9 

— 

58 

213 

1-4 

1916 

- 

41 

8 

14 

17 

- 

5 

~ 

55 

140 

9 

J 

Table  13. — Comparing  the  Death  rates  from  Zymotic  Diseases  daring  the  years  1896-1916,  in  the  Rhondda  with  those 

of  similar  Diseases  in  England  and  Wales  (per  1,000  living). 
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Table  14 

Actual  number  of  Deaths  from  All  Causes  and  from  the 

principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  each  Ward  during  1916. 


Waids. 

Population. 

All  Causes. 

Zymotic 

j Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

tc 

§ 5 

1 )iplitlieria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

cS 

8 

Sh 

1 

13,958 

198 

14 

— 

2 

1 

4 

-• 

— 

7 

2 

16,314 

210 

27 

— 

14 

— 

— 

1 

— 

12 

3 

11,396 

161 

10 

— 

2 

-- 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

11,772 

167 

20 

— 

11 

1 

1 

3 

— 

4 

5 

14,935 

184 

8 

— 

1 
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— 

3 

1 

3 

6 

14,335 

187 

14 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

8 

7 

11,866 

152 

6 
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— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

8 

16,544 

183 

9 

— 

5 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

9 

23,246 

265 

14 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

2 

er 

10 

19,007 

242 

18 

- 

2 

2 

5 

1 

— 

8 

Rhondda 

j 153,373 

1 940 

140 

— 

41 

8 

14 

17 

5 

55 

105 


Table  15. 

ri'he  Death-rate  per  1,000  from  All  Causes  and  from  the 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  10  Wards  during  1916. 
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- 
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•09 

•09 

•34 
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- 
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•08 
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*34 
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•07 

•20 
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— 
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- 

— 

-- 

•08 

•17 

— 

•25 

8 
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•54 

— 
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- 

•06 

•06 
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11*4 

*61 

- 

•09 

09 

— 
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•09 

*21 
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*95 

- 

*11 

11 

•26 

05 

— 

•42 

Rhondda 
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*91 
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•27 

05 

09 

•11 

03 

*36 
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Erysipelas. 

•9^a 

0 46 

0-50 

0-55 

0-55 

•SOS'BQ 

345 

90 

41 

59 

Puerperal  : 
Fever. 

0 07 

0-05 

013 

0-38 

•sas'BQ 

50 

9 

10 

41 

Enteric 

Fever. 

1 

0-18 

014 
0 23 
0 06 

•S9S«3 

OO  CO  t'*  ZD 

« <M  rH 

Diphtheria. 

1*53 

2 06 
042 
1-03 

•Sas-BQ 

1 

1,148 

372 

31 

111 

j Scarlet  Fever 

•0^13  £ 

3*07 

2-66 

1-61 

1*91 

•S0SB3 

2,313 

479 

120 

206 

Small  Pox. 

001 

0-27 

•S0ST8Q 

2 2 11 

•9161  J° 
ajppuu  aq*  ui 
uoi^indo^ 
pa^iuiqs^ 
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180,341 

74,387 

108,068 

A d rninistrative  Conn ty 
County  Boroughs  : — 
Cardiff 

Merthyr  Tydfil  . . 
Swansea 
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Table  17. 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  in  the  County  of  Glamorgan. 


Estimated 
Population  in  the 
middle  of  1916. 

Small 

pox, 

Scarht 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puer- 

peral 

Fever. 

Erysi- 

pelas. 

m 

w 

(5 

a5 

te 

Cases. 

Kate. 

Cases  1 
■ 

6 

■*-> 

a 

P5 

Cases. 

Rate. 

Cases. 

Rate. 

Cases. 

ts 

« 

Urban  Districts  : — 
Aberavon 

12,344 

21 

P70 

2 

0*16 

2 

0-16 

4 

0*32 
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50,282 

- 
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3*10 

51 

1*01 

4 

0-08 
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0-06 

20 

0*40 
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- 

— 

— 

— 
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_ 
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— 

1 

0-04 

10 

0*38 
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1 
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— 

— 

10 
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- 

. 
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3*27 

111 
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0-17 

6 

015 
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- 

_ 

73 

4*54 

34 

2*11 

3 

019 

3 

0 19 

6 

0*37 
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- 

_ 

83 

3*03! 

44 

1*61 

8 

0 29 

2 

0 07 

16 

0*58 
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- 

_ 

7 

1*06 

8 

1*21 
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0 46 

— 

— 

13 

1*97 
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0’46 
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2*41 

29 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0*07 
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- 

48 

1*16 

48 

1*16 

16 

039 

3 

0 07 

34 

0*82 

Portbcawl 
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- 

8 

1*87 

1 

0 23 

— 











Rhondda 

- 

- 

Rural  Districts 

Cowbridge 

8,046 

- 

_ 

9 

1*12 

12 

1*49 

1 

012 

— 

— 

13 

1*62 

Gower 

8,514 

- 

_ 

16 

1*88 

7 

0*82 

— 



2 

0 23 

2 

0-23 

Llandaff  & Dinas 
Powis 

35,819 

1 

0*03 

81 

2*26 

59 

1*65 

1 

0-03 

2 

0-06 

5 

0*14 

Llautrisant  and 
LlantwitFardre 

20,797 

72 

3*46 

67 

3*22 

4 

0-19 

6 

0*29 

Neath 

41,805 

- 

_ 

144 

3*44 

44 

1*05' 

21 

0-50 

5 

0-12 

16 

0*38 

Penybont 

20,522 

- 

- 

73 

3*56 

47 

2*29 

3 

0-15 

1 

0 05 

13 

0*63 

Pontardawe 

31,811 

- 

- 

77 

2*42 

. 20 

0*63 

3 

0*09 

2 

0 06 

10 

0*31 

Swansea 

45,969 

174 

3*79 

82 

1*73 

2 

0 04 

4 

009 

17 

0 37 

io  8 


Table  18. 

Snowing  the  number  of  cases,  and  incidence  of  the 
Notifiable  Diseases  in  the  Rhondda  since  compulsory 
notification  was  adopted  in  1894. 


Incidence  per 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Estimated 

Population. 

1,000  of 
Population. 

1894 

625 

95,904 

6.6 

1895 

933 

98,356 

9.5 

1896 

1,241 

100,870 

12.3 

1897 

1,031 

103,445 

9.9 

1898 

1.652 

106,094 

15.6 

1899 

2,700 

108,807 

24.8 

1900 

3,214 

111,587 

28.8 

1901 

3,039 

114,587 

26.5 

1902 

1,879 

118,020 

15.9 

1903 

1,597 

121,557 

13.1 

1904 

1,240 

125,199 

9.9 

1905 

534 

128,951 

4.1 

1906 

779 

132,814 

5.9 

1907 

773 

136,794 

5.7 

1908 

862 

140,894 

6.1 

1909 

1,091 

145,116 

7.5 

1910 

1,630 

149,464 

10.2 

1911 

1,261 

153,775 

8.2 

1912 

1,652 

157,951 

10.5 

1913 

1,820 

162,137 

11.2 

1914 

1,646 

162,592 

10.1 

1915 

1,274 

156,260 

8.2 

1916 

3,572 

153,373 

23  3 

Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal 
Fever,  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1894. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1912. 

All  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  became  notifiable  on  1st  February, 
1913. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  became  notifiable  on 
l«*t  September,  1912. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  became  notifiable  on  1st  April,  1914. 
Measles  and  German  Measles,  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1916. 


Table  19- — Scarlet  Fever  Notifications  in  the  Ten  Wards,  1894-1916. 
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Table  20. — Scarlet  Fever  cases  notified  each  month  in  the  respective  Wards  in  the  Rhondda  during  1916 
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Ages  of  those  attacked  with  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
Bhondda  during  1916. 
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1 Year. 

| 1 to  2 

Years. 
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- <D 
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I 3 to  4 

| Years 

1 4 to  5 
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| 5 to  12 

1 Years. 
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j Years. 

| 15  to  25 

Years. 

25  Years  & 
Upwards. 
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17 

27 

31 
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327 
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8 

Per  Cent,  of  Deaths  to 
Cases. 
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Table  22, 

Number  of  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 


, Rhondda,  with 
1916. 

case-mortality  during  the 

years 

1894— 

Year. 

Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Mortality 
per  cent, 
of  Cases. 

1894 

441 

12 

• •• 

2.7 

1895 

704 

27 

• •• 

2.7 

1896 

973 

43 

4.4 

1897 

574 

19 

3.1 

1898 

408 

14 

3.4 

1899 

534 

10 

1.8 

1900 

1,823 

35 

1.9 

1901 

1,393 

43 

3.0 

1902 

833 

27 

4.3 

1903 

872 

38 

4.3 

1904 

448 

20 

3.4 

1905 

203 

11 

6.4 

1906 

362 

9 

,,, 

2.6 

1907 

346 

9 

2.6 

1908 

507 

7 

1.4 

1909 

801 

15 

1.9 

.1910 

1,256 

24 

1.9 

1911 

897 

19 

2.1 

1912 

926 

19 

2.1 

1913 

939 

22 

2.3 

1914 

825 

10 

1.2 

1915 

570 

12 

21 

1916 

327 

8 

2 4 

113 


Table  23. 


Scarlet  Fever  Notifications,  1916,  and  ages  of  those  attacked. 


Wards. 

Under  1 year. 

1 to  2 years. 

2 to  3 years. 

3 to  4 years. 

4 to  5 years. 

5 to  12  years. 

12  to  15  years. 

■ in 

s-. 

* 

<u 

lO 

2* 

O 

j 25  years  and 
upwards. 

i 

i 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

3 

4 

5 

18 

5 

2 

1 

39 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

5 

— 

2 

— 

13 

3 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

1 

2 

— 

11 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10 

— 

2 

— 

19 

5 

5 

6 

7 

*7 

12 

2 

2 

2 

39 

6 

— 

2 

L 

— 

3 

14 

2 

— 

1 

23 

7 

— 

2 

— 

3 

3 

10 

— 

1 

2 

21 

8 

- 

3 

6 

1 

2 

21 

— 

1 

1 

35 

9 

1 

2 

2 

7 

7 

44 

7 

9 

3 

82 

10 

1 

1 

7 

4 

4 

24 

— 

1 

3 

45 

Rhondda 

3 

17 

27 

31 

CO 

CO 

164 

17 

22 

13 

327 

114 


Table  24- 


Scarlet  Fever  cases  in  the  Rhondda  during  1916. 


Wards. 

Total  Cases.  J 



1 Newly-Infected 
Houses. 

Ages  of  first 

i attacl 

sed. 

Attending  no 
School.  [ 

Under  3 
Years. 

*0  « 

© 3 
0) 

CO  ^ 

5 to  12 
Years.  j 

12  Years 
and  I 

Upwards.  1 

l 

39 

33 

d 

7 

16 

6 

10 

2 

13 

11 

1 

3 

5 

2 

5 

3 

11 

9 

1 

1 

4 

3 

5 

4 

19 

15 

1 

3 

9 

2 

5 

5 

39 

31 

10 

10 

8 

3 

19 

6 

23 

20 

3 

3 

11 

3 

5 

7 

21 

19 

2 

5 

9 

3 

9 

8 

35 

30 

6 

3 

19 

2 

11 

9 

82 

64 

3 

11 

38 

12 

19 

10 

45 

42 

7 

8 

23 

4 

17 

Rhondda 

327 

274 

38 

54 

142 

40 

105 

115 


Table  25. 

Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  occupants  in  Scarlet 
Fever- infected  houses. 


Wards. 

i 

Number  of 
Houses. 

Number  of 
Houses  letting 
Lodgings. 

Number  of  Occupants. 

Persons 

per 

House. 

Occu- 

piers. 

Lodgeis. 

Total. 

l 

33 

21 

163 

56 

219 

6-7 

2 

11 

6 

51 

12 

63 

57 

3 

9 

6 

39 

15 

54 

6-0 

4 

15 

9 

70 

28 

98 

6-5 

5 

31 

13 

159 

25 

184 

5-9 

6 

20 

9 

117 

26 

143 

7*2 

7 

19 

8 

86 

19 

105 

55 

8 

30 

15 

154 

48 

202 

6-7 

9 

64 

30 

350 

77 

427 

6-6 

10 

42 

21 

204 

47 

251 

5-9 

Rhondda 

274 

| 

138 

1,393 

353 

1,746 

6 3 

Table  26- — Diphtheria  Notifications  in  the  Ten  Wards  1894 — 1916. 
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Table  27— The  number  of  Cases  notified,  and  Deaths  registered  from  Diphtheria  during  each  month 
for  the  ten  years  1907 — 1916. 
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Month. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November  . . 

December  . . 

Totals  . . 

Table  28 Diphtheria  Cases  notified  each  month  in  the  respective  Wards  in  the  Rhondda  during  1916. 
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Table  29, 


Ages  of  those  attacked  with  Diphtheria  in  the  Rhondda 
during  1916,  with  case  deatli-rate. 


Ages. 

Under  1 
Year. 

1 to  2 
Years. 

2 to  3 
Years. 

3 to  4 
Y ears. 

4 to  5 
Years. 

5 to  12 
Years. 

12  to  15 
Y ears. 

| 15  to  25 

Y ears. 

25  years  and 
upwards. 

All  Ages. 

Cases  .. 

. , 

6 

5 

12 

15 

15 

63 

8 

6 

4 

134 

Deaths 

.. 

1 

1 

6 

4 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Per  cent,  of  Deaths  toCases 

16-7 

20 

50 

26-7 

6*7 

6-3 

— 

— 

— 

12-6 

120 


Table  30. 

Diphtheria  Cases  in  1916,  and  ages  of  those  attacked. 


Wards. 

Under  1 Year. 

ai 

Vi 

g3 

a> 

>< 

CM 

o 

I— ( 

j 2 to  3 Years. 

m 

S-i 

<X> 

o 

00 

j 4 to  5 Years. 

J 5 to  12  Years. 

m 

o§ 

0) 

r* 

o 

l-H 

£ 

CM 

15  to  25  Years. 

25  Years  and 
Upwards. 

*3 

o 

H 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

6 

2 

— 

— 
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2 

1 

8 

1 

1 

— 

14 

3 

— 

- 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

8 

4 

3 

- 

3 

2 

3 

5 

- 

— 

— 

16 

5 

— 

- 

2 

3 

1 

10 

— 

— 

1 

17 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 ! 

5 

1 

- 

10 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

| 6 

1 

1 

— 

11 

8 

— 

— 

- 

1 

2 

7 

2 

-- 

1 

13 

9 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

14 

2 

1 

1 

26 

10 

— 

1 

4 

2 

1 

4 

— 

1 

— 

13 

Rhondda 

6 

5 

12 

15 

15 

63 

8 

6 

4 

134 

121 


Table  31. 

Diphtheria  Cases  in  the  Rhondda  during  1916. 


Wards. 

Total  Case  . 1 

03 

0) 

+3 

5 cc 

03 

G K 

}! 

£ 

l 

6 

5 

2 

14 

n 

8 

8 

4 

16 

15 

5 

17 

16 

6 

10 

10 

7 

11 

10 

8 

13 

13 

9 

26 

24 

10 

13 

13 

Rhondda 

134 

125 

Ages  of  first  Attacked,  i 

CO 

w 

*o  X 

o « 

22  r- 
o 

^ cr. 
rC  n~ 

rt  is 

® 5 

CO  ^ 

^ CL 
CM  ^ 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

2 

— 

3 

3 

2 1 

5 

5 

5 

- 

1 

4 

10 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 

— 

3 

7 

3 

4 

3 

13 

4 

5 

3 

4 

1 

21 

29 

59 

16 

5 

6 
4 

3 

4 
10 
10 

58 


Attending  no 
School. 


Table  32. 


Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  occupants  in 
Diphtheria-Infected  houses  during  1916. 


Wards. 

Number  of 
Houses. 

Number  of  Houses 
letting  Lodgings. 

Number  of  Occupants. 

Persons  per 
House. 

02 

M 

2 

’S. 

s 

o 

o 

o 

Lodgers. 

Total. 

i 

1 

5 

1 

25 

3 

28 

5’6 

2 

11 

7 

51 

20 

71 

6*4 

3 

8 

3 

39 

9 

48 

6-0 

4 

15 

4 

75 

9 

84 

5*6 

5 

16 

9 

93 

24 

117 

7‘3 

6 

10 

7 | 

61 

21 

82 

8*2 

7 

10 

4 

59 

11 

70 

7'0 

8 

13 

8 

56 

12 

68 

5*2 

9 

24 

10 

140 

26 

166 

6'9 

10 

13 

7 

52 

18 

70 

5*4 

Rhondda 

125 

60 

651 

153 

804 

64 

123 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Table  32a.  — The  percentage  of  secondary  to  the  total 
number  of  cases  since  1898  : — 


Total 

Primary 

Proportion  of 
Secondary  Cases 

Tear 

Cases. 

Cases 

to  Total. 

1898 

883  ... 

629  ... 

28.7 

per  cent. 

1899 

..  1,804  ... 

1,288  ... 

28.6 

> > 

1900 

..  1,102  ... 

855  ... 

99  4 

j > 

1901 

1,128  ... 

905  ... 

19.7 

5 5 

1902 

757  ... 

624  ... 

16.2 

5 5 

1903 

327  ... 

286  ... 

12.5 

5 » 

1904 

214  ... 

196  ... 

8.4 

5 * 

1905 

139  ... 

124  ... 

10.8 

5 5 

1906 

194  ... 

181  ... 

6.7 

5 5 

1907 

177  ... 

164  ... 

7.3 

5 -• 

1908 

185  ... 

175  ... 

5.4 

5 f 

1909 

177  ... 

1/3  ... 

2.3 

) 1 

1910 

106  ... 

100  ... 

5.7 

J » 

1911 

126  ... 

119  ... 

5.6 

> } 

1912 

205  ... 

184  ... 

10.2 

55 

1913 

306  ... 

290  ... 

5.2 

5 5 

1914 

224 

207  ... 

7.6 

5 » 

1915 

206  ... 

192 

6.8 

>5 

1916 

134 

125 

6.7 

Table  33— Typhoid  Fever  Notifications. ' 
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Table  34— Typhoid  Fever  cases  notified  each  month  in  the  respective  Wards  in  the  Rhondda  during  1916. 
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Deeember 

Rhondda 

Table  35 

Typhoid  Fever  in  the  Bhondda  daring  1916,  and  ages 
of  those  attacked,  with  case  death-rate. 
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Table  36. 


Showing 

the  number  of 

cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  the 

number  of  deaths,  and  the 

case 

mortality  since 

1894. 

Number  of 

N umber 

Mortality 

Cases 

of 

per  cent. 

Year. 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

of  Cases. 

1894 

155 

28 

18.0 

1895 

153 

25 

16.0 

1896 

153 

28 

18.0 

1897 

210 

28 

13.0 

1898 

361 

40 

11.0 

1899 

362 

55 

15.0 

1900 

172 

24 

13.9 

1901 

308 

53 

16.8 

1902 

117 

22 

18.8 

1903 

275 

44 

16.0 

1904 

480 

42 

8.7 

1905 

108 

16 

14.8 

1906 

126 

20 

15.9 

1907 

149 

22 

14.8 

1908 

96 

21 

21.9 

1909 

47 

4 

8.5 

1910 

88 

12 

13.6 

1911 

138 

18 

13.0 

1912 

71 

16 

22.5 

1913 

50 

13 

26.0 

1914 

23 

5 

21.7 

1915 

34 

9 

26.5 

1915 

42 

5 

11  9 
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Table  37. 


Typhoid  Fever  Notifications,  19.16,  and  ages  of  those 
attacked. 
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Table  38. 

Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  occupants  in  Typhoid 

Fever-infected  Houses  during  1916. 


<4H 

O . 

so 

«4-4  .^5 

Number  of  Occupants. 

Persons 

Wards. 

© 2a 

-2  S3 
c o 

£ 

Numbe 
Houses  1( 
Lodgin 

Occu- 

piers. 

Lodgers. 

Total. 

per 

House 

1 

2 

4 

2 

23 

3 

26 

6-5 

3 

A 

1 

1 — 

6 

— 

6 

10 

4 

5 

6 
7 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

40 

10 

5 

73 

11 

84 

8-4 

8 

6 

4 

31 

7 

38 

6 3 

9 

3 

— 

15 

— 

15 

5 0 

10 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

4-0- 

Rhondda 

26 

11 

l 

156 

21 

177 

68 
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Table  39. 

Details  of  Infected  Houses  in  which  Notifiable  Infec- 
tious Disease,  other  than  Measles  and  German  Measles,  occurred 
during  1916. 


Wards. 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Number  of 
Houses  letting 
lodgings. 

Number  of  Occupants. 

Persons 

per 

House. 

Occupiers. 

Lodgers. 

Total. 

1 

43 

24 

213 

65 

278 

6 5 

2 

40 

20 

194 

48 

242 

6*1 

3 

30 

13 

124 

32 

156 

52 

4 

33 

16 

156 

43 

199 

60 

5 

54 

25 

299 

59 

358 

6-6 

6 

33 

18 

187 

56 

243 

7*4 

7 

49 

20 

263 

47 

310 

6-3 

8 

51 

28 

246 

68 

314 

61 

9 

97 

43 

531 

111 

642 

6-5 

10 

71 

40 

332 

94 

426 

60 

Rhondda 

501 

247 

2,545 

623 

1 

3,168 

63 

Table  40. — Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  in  the  7th,  8th,  9th  and  10th  months  together  with  the 
rainfall,  and  earth  temperature  at  a depth  of  four  feet. 
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Mean  temperature  at 
4 feet  deep 

Ward  No.  1 

„ 2 ... 

„ 3 

„ 4 

„ 5 

„ 6 ... 

„ 7 

..  8 ... 

„ 9 ... 

„ 10  ... 

Rhondda 

i32 

Table  40a. — The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  of 
infants  under  one,  and  the  resulting  rates  in  Ystradyfodwg  and 
in  the  rest  of  the  district  during  1901  to  1916  inclusive  : — 

No.  of  Deaths  Death-rate 


Year. 

Sub-District. 

of  Children  per 

No.  of  under  one  1,000 
Births,  from  Diarrhoea. Births. 

1901 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,599 

267 

74 

Rest  of  District 

...  987 

57 

58 

1902 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,880 

85 

22 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,057 

23 

22 

1903 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,789 

81 

23 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,108 

21 

19 

1904 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,819 

178 

46 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,041 

33 

31 

1905 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,687 

123 

33 

Rest  of  District 

...  977 

49 

50 

1906 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,824 

161 

34 

Rest  of  District 

...  927 

29 

31 

1907 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,854 

104 

27 

Rest  of  District 

...  981 

19 

19 

1908 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,343 

281 

65 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,111 

38 

34 

1909 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,405 

144 

33 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,172 

30 

26 

1910 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,381 

74 

17 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,247 

20 

16 

1911 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,277 

200 

47 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,214 

46 

38 

1912 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,114 

30 

7 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,122 

9 

8 

1913 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,358 

119 

27 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,121 

13 

12 

1914 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  4,314 

67 

16 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,227 

16 

13 

1915 

Ystradyfodwg 

...  3,882 

36 

9 

Rest  of  District 

...  1,078 

6 

6 

1916 

Y stradyfodwg 

...  3,549 

36 

10 

Eest  of  District 

932 

2 

2 

Note.- 

—No  Cards  issued  in  1901. 

Cards  distributed  in  Ystradyfodvvj 

only  in  the  years  1902-9  (8  years).  Distribution  discontinued 
from  the  30th  June,  1909. 


Table  41- — Puerperal  Fever  Notifications 
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Table  42. 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  and  death-rate  from 
Puerperal  Fever  in  the  Ithondda  during  the  years  1896— 
1916. 


Number 

Death-rate 

Average 

of 

per 

of 

Years. 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

Ten  Years. 

1896 

... 

21 

... 

.20 

I 

1897 

... 

10 

.09 

1898 

4 

... 

.03 

1899 

16 

.14 

1900 

9 

.08 

1901 

... 

21 

.18 

i n 

1902 

23 

... 

.19 

1903 

11 

... 

.09 

1904 

9 

.07 

1906 

... 

4 

.03 

1 

1906 

... 

8 

.06 

1 

1907 

... 

16 

.12 

1908 

... 

11 

.08 

1909 

... 

6 

.04 

1910 

7 

.06 

1 

.06 

1911 

8 

... 

.06 

1 

1 

1912 

5 

•03 

I 

1 

1913 

13 

.08 

1914 

7 

•04 

1915 

— 

8 

•05 

J 

i 

8 
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Table  43 

Showing  the  number  of  deaths  and  death-rate  from 
Phthisis  in  the  Rhondda  during  the  years  1896—1916. 


Number 

Death- 

Average 

Year. 

of 

rate 

of  Ten 

Deaths. 

per  1,000. 

Years. 

1896 

... 

89 

... 

.88 

1897 

... 

108 

1.04 

1898 

103 

... 

.97 

1899 

... 

94 

... 

.86 

1900 

83 

.< ) 

.86 

1901 

107 

.93 

1 

1902 

99 

... 

.84 

1 

1903 

90 

.75 

i 

1904 

... 

115 

... 

.92 

1905 

91 

... 

.71 

J 

1906 

82 

.62 

i 

1907 

99 

.72 

1908 

103 

... 

.73 

1909 

110 

.76 

1910 

113 

... 

.76 

.73 

1911 

... 

113 

... 

.73 

1912 

105 

•66 

1913 

123 

•76 

1914 

126 

•77 

1915 

126 

•81 

1916 

110 

•72 
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Table  44. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  of 
known  occupation,  who  died  from  Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
losis during  the  year  1916. 


Barmaid  . . . . . . . . 1 

Barman  . . . . • • • • 1 

Bootdealers’  Assistant  . . . . . . 1 

Chemist  ..  ..  . . . 1 

Coal  Trimmer  . . . . . . . . 1 

Colliers  . . ..  . . ..10 

Colliery  Banksman  . . . . . . 1 

Engine  Drivers  . . . . 2 

Fireman  . . . . . . . . 1 

Fitter  . . . . . . . . 1 

Hauliers  . . . . . . . . 7 

Labourers  . . . . . . 6 

Lampman  . . . . . . 1 

Manager..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Repairers  . . . . . . 2 

Rider  . . . . . . . . 1 

Dressmaker  . . . . . . . . 1 

Hairdresser  . . . . . . . . 1 

Insurance  Agent  ..  ..  ..  1 

Licenced  Victualler  . . . . . . 1 

Painter  ..  ..  • • ••  1 

Photographer’s  Agent  . . . • • • 1 

School  Master  . . . . . . • • 1 

School  Teachers  ..  ..  . • 2 

Servants  (Domestic)  ..  ..  ••  4 

Shoemakers  . . . . • - . . 2 
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Causes  of  Death  as  recorded  by  Ooroner’s  Inquests. 


Year. 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Accidents  in  Collieries  . . 

55 

48 

66 

60_ 

5f 

53~ 

Tf 

“68“ 

60 

~56 

Alcoholism 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Aneurism 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Angina  Pectoris 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Apoplexy 

4 

2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Blood  Poisoning 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Burns 

9 

16 

15 

12 

12 

8 

10 

10 

14 

5 

Cancer 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Convulsions 

6 

7 

3 

6 

5 

4 

8 

9 

6 

5 

Crushed  by  Cart 
Crushed  by  Falling  Building 

1 

1 

Crushed  by  a Crossing  Cate 

1 

Crushed  by  Locomotive 

1 

2 

— 

1 

Crushed  by  Railway  Wagon 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Crushed  by  Wheel 

1 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Drowning 

3 

7 

2 

10 

2 

8 

5 

6 

5 

3 

Epileptic  Seizure 

Exposure 

Falls 

— 

' — 

3 

1 

_2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

13 

8 

10 

7 

8 

5 

12 

13 

11 

Foreign  body  in  Air  Passage 

1 

— . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Found  Dead 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Fracture  of  Skull 

2 

— 

Fracture  of  Spine 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  Disease 

17 

17 

18 

16 

4 

15 

10 

10 

10 

3 

Heart  Failure 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

6 

6 

Haemorrhage 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Imperfect  Respiration ... 
Influenza 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Injury  (character  not  stated) 

1 

— ! 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

, — 

— 

Injury  to  Head 

— 

— 1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

Kick  of  Horse 

— 

' 



— 

1 

— 



— 

— 

1 

Malnutrition 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Manslaughter 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Motor  Car  Accidents  . . 

— , 

1 

2 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Murder 

1 

1 

Myelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Natural  Causes 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

5 

i 

2 

— 

Neglect  at  Birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: — 

1 

1 

Nephritis 
Old  Age 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Overlain 

- 

4 





3 





1 — 

— 



Peritonitis 

— 

1 



_ 



3 



1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 



1 





1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

Poisoning 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Poisoning  (Ptomaine) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Premature  Birth 

. — 



1 



2 

1 

2 

2 

— 



Run  over  by  Brake 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Run  over  by  Cart 

3 

3 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Run  ever  by  Motor  Lorry  . . 

1 

Run  over  by  Train 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Run  over  by  Tram 

— 

— 

— 



2 

1 

— 



1 

2 

Rupture  of  Artery  of  Brain 

1 

— 

Rupture  of  the  Heart  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• - 

— 

Scalds 

7 

12 

8 

6 

9 

9 

11 

7 

3 

9 

Suffocation 

6 

— 

2 

2 

4 

4 

3 

8 | 

4 

3 

Suicide 

3 

9 

7 

11 

5 

7 

10 

4 

! 6 

5 

Syncope 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

— 

4 

3 

3 

7 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

7 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  other  parts 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cougb 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 

Rhondda 

139 

158“ 

161 

151 

139 

142“ 

170 

166” 

1 oo  j 

I? 

131 

46. 


leg 


Table 

Showing  the  death-rate  in  the  Bhondda,  and  the  ac 
number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  from  all  causes  exclud- 
ing deaths  from  Colliery  Explosions,  during  the  years  1896 — 

1916. 


All  Causes. 

All  causes  except  from  Colliery 
Explosions. 

Year. 

Number 

Death- 

Average 

Number 

Death- 

Average 

of 

rate  per 

of 

of  - 

rate  per 

of 

Deaths. 

1,000  1 

Ten  Years. 

Deaths. 

1,000.  ' 

Ten  Years 

1896 

2,105 

20-8 

} 

2,049 

20-4 

1897 

2,049 

20*1 

2,049 

20‘1 

1898 

1,979 

18-8 

1,979 

18’8 

1899 

2,419 

22*4 

2,419 

2,227 

22  4 

1900 

2,227 

19'9 

\ i9*5 

19*9 

► 19-4 

1901 

2,469 

21-2 

2,469 

21-2 

190*2 

2,243 

18-6 

2,243 

18-6 

1903 

1,998 

16'4 

1,998 

16*4 

1904 

2,345 

18’7 

/ 

2,345 

18-7 

1905 

2,402 

18-6 

2,250 

17*4 

1906 

2,074 

15-6 

\ 

2,073 

15-6 

1907 

2,133 

15*6 

2,133 

15*6 

1908 

2,516 

179 

* 

2,516 

2,231 

179 

1909 

2,231 

154 

1 

15*4 

1910 

2,181 

146 

> 15*2 

2,181 

14*6 

► 15-2 

1911 

2,352 

153 

2,352 

1 15*3 

1912 

2,182 

13-8 

2,182 

! 138 

1913 

2,360 

14-6 

2,360 

l 14-6 

1914 

2,410 

14*8 

2,410 

j 14-8 

1915 

2,218 

14*2 

2.218 

1 14’2 

/ 

1916 

1,940 

124 

1 

1,940 

II 

124 

189 


Table  47. 

Table  of  plans  of  new  dwelling-houses  passed  since 
1889. 


Year. 

Houses. 

Year. 

Houses. 

1889 

•• 

372 

1903 

... 

1,036 

1890 

— 

829 

1904 

527 

1891 

1,187 

1905 

•• 

796 

1892 

883 

1906 

735 

1893 

•• 

768 

1907 

856 

1894 

1,317 

1908 

1,134 

1895 

544 

1909 

1,435 

1896 

459 

1910 

1,012 

1897 

425 

1911 

659 

1898 

156 

1912 

W 

431 

1899 

159 

1913 

325 

1900 

345 

1914 

369 

1901 

451 

1915 

110 

1902 

849 

1916 

20 

Table  48. 


Table  of  analysis  of  plans  submitted  to  the  Council  in 
course  of  the  year  1916. 


Plana  submitted  Plana  rejected 
during  the  year  during  the  year 
ended  31st  Dec.  ended  31at  Dec.  Total 

1916.  1916.  Approved. 


Alterations  and  Additions 

107 

...  19 

88 

Coach-houses 

4 

1 

3 

Cottages  and  Villas 

29 

9 

20 

Halls  and  Theatres 

1 

1 

— 

Lock  up  Shops 

1 

— 

1 

Piggeries 

5 

1 

4 

Shops 

1 

— 

1 

Stables 

6 

2 

4 

Urinals  and  W.C.’s 

3 

— 

3 

Workshops  ... 

1 

158 

33 

1 

125 

158 


141 


Table  49. 

Summary  of  District  Inspectors’  Work,  1916. 


District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Total. 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

62 

3 

12 

14 

6 

25 

122 

,,  ,,  Manure.. 

Blocked  Drain 

53 

15 

11 

4 

8 

6 

97 

128 

118 

151 

127 

201 

84 

809 

Blocked  W.C. 

13 

50 

47 

108 

24 

75 

317 

Defective  Drain 

13 

72 

23 

14 

20 

38 

180 

Lip  Trap  to  Gully  Trap 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

7 

Unventilated  Drain 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Defective  Ventilating 
Pipe 

3 

2 

1 

__ 

1 

7 

Waste  Pipe  Direct 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

1 

9 

No  Water  in  W.C. 

9 

6 

2 

— 

3 

49 

69 

Dilapidated  or  Filthy 
W.C. 

16 

66 

19 

18 

7 

63 

189 

No  W.C. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dilapidated  Back  Area 

5 

16 

4 

6 

4 

28 

63 

Defective  or  no  Rain 
Water  Shoots 

78 

87 

95 

47 

303 

135 

745 

Dirty  Houses 

3 

— 

4 

5 

4 

2 

18 

Overcrowding 

6 

5 

1 

5 

3 

4 

24 

Animals  as  a Nuisance 

7 

6 

— 

— 

2 

1 

16 

Damp  and  Dilapidated 
Houses 

10 

49 

24 

47 

105 

105 

340 

Insufficient  Water 

Supply 

2 

11 

13 

Other  Nuisances 

39 

93 

8 

18 

12 

— 

170 

142 


Table  50. 

Summary  of  District  Inspectors’  work  during  1916,  as  reported 
to  M.O.H.  each  week. 


District. 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  investi- 
gated 

473 

95 

70 

86 

87 

120 

115 

Revisits  to : — 

Infected  Houses 

1943 

230 

297 

167 

267 

580 

402 

Unabated  Nuisances  and  Unremedied 

i 

Defects 

17637 

1729 

3181 

jl791 

2857 

4015 

4064 

Slaughter  Houses 

1253 

357 

288, 

1 126 

142 

229 

116 

Lodging  Houses 

533 

— 

428 

— 

105 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

696 

84 

90 

123 

161 

101 

137 

Dairies 

330 

95 

58 

39 

44 

65 

29 

Factories  and  Workshops 

467 

65 

86 

7 

52 

121 

136 

Disinfections 

462 

79 

76 

25 

93 

90 

99 

New  Buildings  (drains  of) 

460 

46 

130 

90 

121 

56 

17 

Special  Complaints  received 

286 

46 

81 

78 

75 

— 

6 

Letters  written  to  abate  Nuisances  : 

By  Inspector  ... 

1960 

331 

332 

237 

294 

444 

322 

Referred  to  M.O.H. 

662 

150 

104 

86 

76 

162 

34 

Referred  to  Council 

1761 

331 

314 

211 

109 

681 

115 

New  Buildings  certified  ... 

130 

45 

5 

9 

31 

9 

31 

Drain  connections  : — 

No.  of  Connections  made 

29 

11 

4 

3 

9 

— 

2 

No.  of  Houses  connected 

66 

19 

11 

5 

23 

— 

8 

No.  of  Houses  connected  to  date  . . 

27983 

5493 

4362 

4562 

4215 

5083 

4268 

No.  of  Houses  unconnected  to  date 

295 

21 

12 

58 

67 

67 

70 

Scavenging — Fines  inflicted  : — 

Without  Brush 

Without  Bell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Without  Cover  to  Cart  . . 

Improper  use  of  Cover  ... 

Improper  use  of  Cart 

35/- 

Failing  to  send  out  Cart 

97/6 

57/6 

— 

51- 

— 

— 

Neglecting  Back  Lanes... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Neglecting  to  use  Brush 

Neglecting  to  Clear  Ashbin 

Scavenging  after  1 p.m. 

Depositing  on  unauthorized  ground 

12/6 

5/* 

~ 

7. 

2/6 

51- 

143 


Table  51. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  in  the  Rhondda  in  each 
Inspector’s  District. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Total. 

Bootmakers 

28 

34 

32 

18 

28 

17 

157 

Bakers 

37 

32 

21 

20 

24 

22 

156 

Blacksmiths 

5 

4 

4 

3 

4 

2 

22 

Barbers 

24 

21 

22 

13 

23 

12 

115 

Bottling  Stores  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

Carpenters 

16 

18 

12 

7 

12 

13 

78 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . 

20 

23 

16 

14 

24 

13 

110 

Coachmakers 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

11 

Cycle  Repairers  . . 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

11 

Dressmakers 

41 

33 

23 

9 

27 

17 

150 

Dressmakers  and 
Milliners  (comb.) 

3 

3 

1 

5 

3 

15 

Glaziers 

4 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

16 

Jewellers 

7 

5 

8 

1 

5 

5 

31 

Laundry 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Milliners 

17 

18 

13 

6 

18 

13 

85 

Picture  Framers  . . 

3 

8 

1 

3 



2 

17 

Printers 

3 

1 



2 

1 

7 

Plumbers 

2 

5 

2 

4 

3 

1 

17 

Saddlers 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Monumental 

Masons  . . 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

9 

Sweet  Makers 

1 

3 





_ 

4 

Tailors 

11 

23 

7 

6 

10 

7 

64 

Tinmen 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

8 

Quarries 

11 

12 

4 

10 

7 

9 

53 

Totals 

241 

257 

174 

129 

202 

145 

1148 

144 


Table  52. 

Premises  requiring  Periodical  Inspection. 


District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Whole 

District. 

Bakehouses 

37 

32 

21 

20 

24 

22 

156 

Cowsheds 

13 

15 

5 

8 

6 

8 

55 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

47 

36 

34 

32 

34 

26 

209 

Lodging-Houses 

— 

8 

— 

4 

— 

— 

12 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

8 

7 

9 

4 

2 

2 

32 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

145 


Table  53. 

List  of  Licensed  Common  Lodging-houses  in  the  District. 


Situation  of  Premises. 

Authorised 
Number  of 
Lodgers. 

48  and  49,  Carne  Street,  Pentre 

45 

100,  William  Street,  Ystrad  Rhondda  ... 

37 

120,  William  Stieet,  ,, 

42 

126,  William  Street  ,, 

19 

1 and  2,  Gelligaled  Road  ,, 

22 

Old  Lamb  Inn,  Ystrad  Rhondda 

24 

Moss  House,  Tyntyla  Terrace,  Ystrad  Rhondda 

19 

46  and  47,  Hendrecafn  Road,  Penygraig... 

62 

Old  Talbot  Arms,  Talbot  Terrace,  Gilfach  Goch 

21 

Old  Brithweunydd  Hotel,  Dinas 

73 

Old  Post  Office,  Dinas 

44 

Total  Accommodation 

408 

146 


IRbonbim  TUrban  District 

Tabs©  S. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1916,  and  previous  years. 


Year. 

1 

Population 
to  estimated  to  Mid- 
dle of  each  year. 

Births 

Total  Deaths 
registered 
in  the  District 

Transferable 

T4 no  Hio 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Uncorrected 
03  Number. 

Under  1 year 
of  age. 

At  all 

ages. 

Nett. . 

05  Number. 

03 

43 

ei 

Ph 

7 

Of 

Non-Residents 
00  registered 
in  the  District. 

Of  Residents 
sc  not  registered 
in  the  District 

o> 

rO 

5 

3 

4 

a 

5 

& 

2 

3 

£ 

10 

Rate  per 
£ 1.000  nett 
births.  I 

<a 

S 

D 

12 

qj 

« 

13 

1911 

153,775 

5,463 

5,491 

35-7 

2,276 

14-8 

18 

94 

902 

164 

2,352 

15*3 

1912 

157,951 

5,202 

5,236 

33T 

2,108 

13-3 

SO 

104 

666 

127 

2,182 

13-8 

1913 

162,137 

5,479 

5,505 

34*0 

2,277 

14-0 

27 

110 

766 

139 

2,360 

14*6 

1914 

162,592 

5,541 

5,558 

34'2 

2,338 

14-4 

39 

113 

762 

137 

2,410 

14-8 

1915 

156,260 

4,960 

4,983 

30-0 

2,148 

13*7 

43 

113 

567 

114 

2,218 

14*2 

1916 

153,373 

4,481 

26  81 

1,845 

120 

35 

130 

471 

105 

1,940 

126 

Notes  : — This  table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district  and 
the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  corresponding  rates.  The  cor- 
rected number  of  births  is  not  available  for  the  year  1916. 

Rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

The  birth-rate  (Column  5)  for  1915,  is  calculated  upon  a population  of  166,365  (unre- 
vised estimate  1914)  and  that  for  the  year  1916  upon  166,873,  in  accordance  with  the  advice 
of  the  Registrar-General. 

The  deaths  included  in  Column  6 are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as 
having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the 
number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8,  and  the 
addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  similarly  corrected  by  the 
subtraction  of  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  the 
addition  of  the  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9.  The  number 
for  the  year  1916  in  Column  8 includes  two  soldiers  who  died  iu  the  district. 

“ Transferable  Deaths  ” are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual  residence 
in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided, 


Area  of  District  in  acres 
(exclusive  of  area  covered 
by  water). 


| 23,886. 


Table  II.  RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1916. 
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Table  M.  13. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Rhondda  Urban  District  for  1916. 


Causes  ot  Death. 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only)  ... 

1 Enteric  lever 

2 Small-pox 

3 Measles  ... 

4 Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6  Whooping  cough 

6 Diphtheria  and  croup  ... 

7 Influenza 

8 Erysipelas  

9 Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

10  Tuberculosis  meningitis 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

14  Meningitis 

15  Organic  heart  disease 

16  Bronchitis 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

18  Other  respiratory  diseases 

19  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

20  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

21  Cirrhosis  of  liver 
21a  Alcoholism 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

23  Puerperal  fever 

24  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  f 

25  Congenital  debility,  &c. 

26  Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

27  Suicide  ... 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 
Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

Poliomyelitis 

Anthrax 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Total  Births  

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Population  for  Death-rate 
,,  for  Birth-rate 
General  Register  Office, 

Somerset  House, 

London,  W.C.2. 


Males. 

I emales. 

1039 

908 

3 

2 

26 

16 

3 

0 

7 

7 

6 

11 

j6 

12 

i 

— 

59 

60 

7 

6 

14 

10 

49 

60 

4 

6 

6 

14 

85 

100 

112 

71 

112 

101 

17 

12 

42 

43 

4 

1 

3 

1 

30 

20 

— 

8 

r 

15 

86 

66 

95 

21 

— 

4 

251 

231 

1 

5 

— 

1 



1 

! 245 

222 

. 2284 

— 

2224 

. 2221 

2162 

63 

62 

153,373 

166,873 

April,  1917. 


N.B. — The  total  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  above 
Table  is  seven  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  number  given 
in  Table  III.  on  the  previous  page.  The  discrepancy  is 
probably  due  to  the  difficulty  of  allocating  with  certainty  to 
their  respective  districts  deaths  occurring  in  other  areas, 
when  the  addresses  given  may  be  incomplete  and  when  no 
local  knowledge  is  possessed  by  those  making  the  allocation. 
Similarly  a discrepancy  exists  in  the  total  number  of  births, 
that  given  in  the  above  Table  being  27  in  excess  of  that  used 
in  Table  I. 
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Rainfall  Returns  at  Ty’nywaun  Waterworks,  Treherbert. 
5-inch  Gauge.  801  feet  above  Sea  Level.  1915. 
Furnished  bj  Mr.  Octavius  Thomas,  Water  Engineer  to  the  Council, 
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January 

5*48 

Depth 

1-79 

Date 

1 

23 

8-35 

Depth 

2-11 

Date 

16 

18 

4*30 

Depth 

*70 

.Date 

14 

20 

February 

5J3 

1-03 

19 

14 

5'55 

1*44 

16 

24 

1-45 

*71 

9 

9 

March 

5*17 

1*84 

16 

14 

7*58 

1-28 

4 

23 

7-96 

1*56 

24 

24 

April 

6*00 

*86 

20 

21 

4-55 

ri3 

27 

18 

6-71 

1-71 

22 

16 

May 

4-96 

*95 

1 

18 

6-74 

1*39 

5 

20 

2*85 

1*13 

24 

9 

June 

1F61 

1*31 

14 

27 

1*75 

•60 

13 

9 

5-27 

1-18 

21 

16 

July 

5*65 

1*04 

22 

19 

8-41 

2*18 

9 

13 

6*33 

1-20 

27 

23 

August 

9-28 

1-47 

8 

24 

10-36 

2*56 

31 

15 

3-05 

*45 

17 

14 

September  ... 

2*32 

*57 

2 

8 

5*57 

•99 

3 

23 

7-80 

278 

28 

12 

October 

11-02 

1-06 

29 

30 

3*87 

•96 

18 

16 

19-24 

2*65 

15 

26 

November  ... 

6-33 

1*20 

22 

20 

5*67 

*93 

21 

17 

4*26 

1*87 

28 

16 

December  ... 

13*22 

1-86 

4 

23 

8-92 

1-41 

15 

27 

17*12 

2-44 

10 

25 

Totals 

86-17 

1*86 

4 

241 

77-32 

2*56 

31 

223 

86-34 

278 

28 

210 

II 

Year  1910. 

| sYear  1911. 

1! 

Year  1912. 

January 

11-65 

1-34 

15 

26 

5*12 

1-03 

6 

17 

11-06 

T49 

4 

22 

February  ... 

11-65 

1-84 

14 

27 

10*64 

1-44 

18 

18 

8*33 

1*56 

22 

25 

March 

3-30 

1*07 

1 

8 

3*77 

1-34 

10 

19 

16-28 

1*76 

16 

30 

April 

5-85 

1-16 

12 

22 

6-23 

1-36 

21 

17 

0-78 

•35 

9 

9 

May 

4-43 

*88 

30 

20 

5-83 

1-70 

3 

11 

2*65 

*63 

7 

15 

June 

7*58 

1*52 

24 

17 

6*32 

1-30 

17 

16 

9*40 

1-35 

27 

27 

July 

8-29 

1-50 

20 

19 

*56 

*30 

29 

5 

6‘75 

1-87 

28 

22 

August 

12*44 

1-79 

18 

27 

6'50 

•96 

21 

13 

17-08 

1*84 

3 

26 

September  ... 

•30 

•16 

14 

7 

5'75 

1-92 

19 

16 

1-76 

79 

3 

8 

October 

6'50 

1-18 

31 

16 

6-02 

1-52 

21 

15 

9-55 

176 

26 

19 

November  .. 

10-22 

1-43 

13 

23 

14*64 

1-72 

15 

23 

6*48 

1*04 

28 

23 

December  . . 

14*69 

1*55 

14 

28 

24-70 

2*03 

8 

29 

16*83 

2*01 

11 

29 

Totals 

96*90 

1*79 

I 18 

240 

96*08 

2*03 

8 

199 

106-95 

2*01 

11 

255 

II 

Year  1913. 

1 

| Year  1914. 

||  Year 

1915. 

January 

15*45 

1-74 

31 

27 

8-26 

1*73 

14 

17 

8’76 

1-27 

10 

23 

February 

4-72 

1-57 

7 

13 

13’80 

2-43 

13 

21 

15*85 

3-51 

16 

25 

March 

15  23 

1-58 

18 

26 

13-57 

1-56 

7 

30 

3-07 

1'05 

2 

13 

April 

15-26 

4-45 

26 

19 

364 

•78 

4 

14 

3*88 

1-10 

6 

17 

May 

5-43 

1-16 

7 

21 

5*27 

1*40 

7 

15 

4-68 

1*24 

13 

13 

June 

5-15 

1-75 

9 

16 

2-71 

1-32 

9 

12 

3*55 

1-58 

27 

11 

July 

•84 

•22 

17 

10 

8-30 

1-98 

19 

20 

1128 

1*61 

16 

21 

August 

3-76 

•99 

22 

13 

7*63 

•32 

25 

16 

5*92 

1-03 

1 

20 

September  . 

3-61 

1-06 

4 

13 

4*35 

18 

13 

13 

2-39 

•54 

1 

15 

October 

8*0 

1-23 

7 

22 

4-89 

1*16 

22 

15 

621 

1*48 

27 

18 

November  .. 

16*02 

3-03 

20 

27 

10*73 

1-88 

29 

22 

5*70 

1*74 

11 

12 

December  . . 

5-90 

1-38 

26 

19 

1576 

273 

17 

27 

19*70 

2-60 

14 

28 

Totals 

99-37 

4-45 

26 

226  | 

98-91 

2*73 

17 

222 

90-99 

3*51 

16 

216 

RAINFALL  RETURN  AT  TY’NYWAUN  WATER-WORK^ 
TREHERBERT. 


5-incli  Gauge.  801  feet  above  Sea  Level. 

1916. 


Month. 

Total 

Depth. 

Greates 
24  h 

t fall  in 
ours. 

Days  -01 
or  more 
fell. 

January... 

12-4 

Depth. 

2-5 

Date. 

2 

26 

February 

13-0 

2-9 

3 

27 

March  ... 

4-05 

•91 

19 

21 

April 

5 63 

1-33 

24 

14 

May 

4-47 

1-09 

24 

18 

June 

5-82 

1-74 

4 

19 

July 

3-36 

•66 

6 

12 

August  ... 

6-08 

1-69 

25 

14 

September 

4*94 

1-42 

17 

17 

October... 

19-08 

2-85 

2 

28 

November 

10-29 

2-09 

6 

23 

December 

7 92 

2-60 

28 

13 

Totals 

97  04 

2-9 

Feb.  3 

232 

157 


Meteorological  Returns. — The  Hospital,  Ystrad-Rhondda. 
(Height  above  Sea  Level,  590  feet). 


Month. 

Year  1908. 

Year 

1909. 

Year 

1910, 

Total  Rainfall  in 
Month  in  inches. 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours. 

Date  ot  greatest 
fall. 

Days  on  which  *01 
or  more  Rain  fell 

Total  Rainfall  in  1 
Month  in  inches.  1 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours. 

Date  of  greatest 
fall. 

Days  on  which  ‘01 
or  more  Rain  fell 

Total  Rainfall  in 
Month  in  inches. 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours. 

Date  of  greatest 
fall. 

Days  on  which  '01 
' or  more  Rain  fell 

January 

6'03j  T47 

16 

12 

3'37 

•82 

15 

15 

9-39 

1*13 

31 

20 

February 

4*27  1*75 

16 

22 

1-40 

*59 

9 

5 

9*57 

1*60 

14 

26 

March 

4-20!  1*30 

5 

13 

6*89 

173 

24 

23 

2*88 

roi 

1 

6 

April 

3*93 

T14 

27 

14 

4-96 

1*22 

22 

14 

4*20 

1-05 

12 

16 

May 

4'24 

*84 

14 

16 

2-38 

77 

24 

5 

J 3-35 

*87 

30 

20 

June 

•95 

•30 

11 

5 

3*17 

•63 

21 

12 

774 

1*46 

5 

14 

July 

6*17 

1-86 

9 

13 

3*66 

114 

27 

18 

5-22 

1-27 

24 

15 

August 

778 

2*06 

31 

16 

2*66 

*43 

17 

13 

9*27 

1-40 

18 

22 

September  . . . 

474 

*83 

3 

18 

4-58 

1-48 

28 

11 

•23 

•14 

14 

3 

October 

4*01 

170 

19 

12 

13-00 

T90 

7 

20 

5*60 

1*03 

18 

16 

November 

4*58 

•83 

12 

13 

3‘20 

1*21 

28 

9 

8-36 

1*32 

10 

19 

December 

6‘88 

1*04 

9 

25 

14*38 

1*89 

2 

18 

9*27 

1*26 

15 

24 

Totals 

57*81 

2*06 

31 

179 

63*65 

1-90 

7 

163 

74*48 

1*60 

1 14 

|201 

II  Year  1911.  ||  Year  1912.  ||  Year  1913. 


January 

3*13 

•911 

5 | 

8 

8*31 

1*20 

8 

21 

11*65 

1*45 

30 

25 

February 

778 

171 

27 

14 

6*53 

1-43 

22 

20 

3*51 

1'04 

7 

12 

March 

2*92 

1*47 

10  1 

7 

13*59 

2*00 

4 

30 

10*54 

F05 

15 

24 

April 

4-37 

1*22 

20 

10 

•49 

•27 

9 

3 

1078 

255 

15 

18 

May 

3-23 

1*38 

3 

6 

2*07 

*46 

4 

11 

3’47 

•80 

7 

19 

June 

3’61 

*68 

17 

16 

7-57 

1*06 

27 

27 

2-68 

*55 

6 

12 

July 

•28 

•20 

31 

3 

5-78 

1*15 

28 

21 

*53 

•28 

7 

9 

August 

5-21 

•87 

28 

15 

12-77 

1*55 

28 

23 

2-54 

•80 

16 

11 

September  . . . 

3*83 

1-30 

19 

13 

•97 

•56 

29 

5 

3-29 

F08 

12 

10 

October 

5‘02 

1*37 

29 

15 

8-08 

1*50 

27 

18 

4-66 

73 

17 

i 

29 

November 

10-04 

F40 

15 

20 

3-99 

1-00 

26 

13 

9*54 

2-0 

20 

25 

December 

16-95 

1*46 

19 

27 

12*15 

170 

11 

29 

3-29 

•81 

27 

17 

Totals 

66*37 

171 

27 

154 

82-30 

2-00 

4 

221 

66-48 

2-55 

15  i 

211 

|l  Year  1914.  ||  Year  1915.  ||  Year  1916. 


January 

| 4-65 

•95 

29 

15  1 

5-95 

1-00 

10 

20 

7-84 

1-61 

9 

19 

February 

11*31 

2*55 

13 

21  | 

11*58 

2 85 

16 

23 

9-60 

170 

3 

26 

March 

10*56 

1*10 

11 

27  j 

2-04 

•65 

2 

9 

2' 88 

•80 

27 

20 

April 

2*84 

•62 

4 

8 

2*23 

*86 

6 

13 

277 

1*17 

24 

12 

May 

2*58 

•96 

3 

13 

3-23 

*68 

13 

13 

2*89 

77 

24 

16 

June 

2*00 

1-25 

9 

7 

2*28 

*88 

27 

7 

3*37 

•83 

4 

15 

July 

5*91 

1-54 

19 

20 

5*68 

1-50 

16 

19 

1*7*1 

*64 

6 

9 

August 

4*76 

TOO 

27 

17  | 

2-86 

•60 

2 

16 

3*57 

75 

25 

6 

September  ... 

272 

75 

16 

11 

1*69 

•32 

14 

13 

223 

1*15 

26 

8 

October 

374 

•97 

24 

12 

471 

*90 

27 

17 

11-49 

1*80 

2 

28 

November 

6’57 

1*15 

29 

23 

3*76 

1*06 

11 

9 

6-09 

1*44 

6 

22 

December 

12*57 

2*06 

17 

25 

16-93 

275 

14 

27 

4-87 

1'30 

28 

18 

Totals 

70-21 

2-55 

13 

199 

62-94 

2*85 

16 

186 

59*31 

1*80 

Oct  2 

199 

THE  ANNUAL 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

« 

TO  THE 

Rhondda  Education  Authority 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1916. 


111. 


Rhondda  Urban  Didrid  Council 


flDembers  of  tbe  IRbonbba  Ebucation 
Committee. 


Councillor  ABEL  JACOB  (Chairman). 

Mrs.  FLORENCE  NICHOLAS  (co-opted  Member). 
Councillor  GWILYM  LLOYD. 

„ DAN  DAVIES,  J.P. 

,,  REES  MORGAN  REES. 

„ ALFRED  GLADSTONE  TRIBE. 

„ WILLIAM  THOMAS  JONES  (1  month). 

„ DAYID  REES  MORGAN  (6  months). 

„ JOHN  MINTON  (3  months). 

„ WILLIAM  PHILLIP  THOMAS,  J.P. 

,,  DAYID  THOMAS,  J.P. 

„ WILLIAM  LEWIS. 

,,  WALTER  WILLIAMS. 

„ WILLIAM  EVANS  THOMAS,  M.D.,  J.P. 
„ THOMAS  THOMAS. 

„ JAMES  JAMES. 

„ WILLIAM  SAMUEL  LANE. 

,,  THOMAS  OWEN. 

„ EYAN  JOSHUA  RODERICK. 

„ THOMAS  R.  DAYIES. 

„ MARK  HARCOMBE. 

„ JAMES  NICHOLAS. 

„ EDGAR  MORGAN. 

„ LEWIS  HOPKIN. 

„ GWILYM  ROWLANDS. 

„ JOHN  TALWRN  JONES. 

THOMAS  GRIFFITHS,  J,I\ 


IV. 


Councillor  BENJAMIN  DAVIES. 

„ ALFRED  JOHN  ORCHARD. 

„ ROWLAND  HUGHES. 

„ WILLIAM  HENRY  MATHIAS,  J.P. 
„ EDWARD  THOMAS  WOOD. 

„ HENRY  EDWARD  MALTBY,  J.P. 

„ JOHN  THOMAS,  J.P. 

„ DANIEL  EVANS,  J.P. 

„ HORATIO  ABRAHAM  PHILLIPS. 


Clerk  to  the  Committee:  W.  P.  NICHOLAS. 
Director  of  Education:  T.  W.  BERRY. 

Inspector  of  Schools:  R.  R.  WILLIAMS. 
Architect:  JACOB  REES. 

School  Medical  Officer:  J.  D.  JENKINS. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer: 

J.  P.  H.  DAVIES, 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon:  J.  W.  G.  MYLER. 

Medical  Inspection  Clerk:  H.  R.  JONES. 


School  Nurses : 

Miss  MADELEINE  JOHN. 

„ DAISY  C.  HUGHES. 

„ E.  GERTRUDE  JENKINS. 

„ EDITH  GRIFFITHS. 

Mrs.  LAURA  JONES. 

For  Portion  of  Year:  — 

Miss  ALICE  M.  WALLINGFORD. 
„ MYFANWY  GRIFFITH. 

„ ELIZABETH  HUGHES, 

„ KEZIAH  EDWARDS, 
SOPHIA  iHOMAS. 


Y. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Mrs.  Nicholas  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  ninth  annual  report 
as  your  School  Medical  Officer,  the  period  covered  being 
the  year  ended  December  31st,  1916. 

The  curtailment  of  the  report  found  necessary  in  the 
previous  year  is  rendered  still  more  so  in  1916,  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  contained  in 
Circulars  935  and  974  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education 
as  well  as  in  virtue  of  the  necessity  imposed  by  the 
depletion  oi  the  staff. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  notwith- 
standing the  conditions  arising  out  of  the  war  and  the 
consequent  reduction  of  the  total  work  done,  it  was 
possible  to  make  progress  in  one  direction  in  the  course 
of  the  year  by  arranging  for  the  examination  by  a part- 
time  ophthalmic  surgeon  at  the  clinic  on  two  afternoons 
a week  of  school  children  suffering  from  defective 
eyesight. 

It  would  doubtless  be  inappropriate  under  the  present 
circumstances  to  again  point  out  some  directions  in  which 
other  improvements  or  extensions  of  the  present  scheme 
are  needed,  as  a restoration  in  many  directions  of  our 
former  position  will  of  necessity  be  our  first  consideration 
at  the  end  of  the  war. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


School  Medical  Officer, 


The  Council  Offices, 

Rhondda, 


VI. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

The  totai  population  for  the  district  in  1916  was 
estimated  at  166,873,  the  number  of  children  on  the 
School  Registers  in  June  was  37,018,  and  the  average 
attendance  recorded  was  31,274.  The  number  of  schools 
was  43  and  consisted  of  104  departments  with  a total 
accommodation  for  35,743  children. 

ADMINISTRATION, 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical 
Officer,  and,  under  normal  conditions,  there  were  two 
whole-time  medical  assistants  in  the  Health  Department, 
the  greater  portion  of  whose  time  was  devoted  to  the 
School  Medical  Service.  The  school  nurses  also  act  as 
health  visitors  and  as  much  as  practicable  of  the  clerical 
work  is  performed  at  the  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  The  School  Medical  Service  is  therefore  carried 
on  in  co-operation  and  dovetails  with  the  other  activities 
of  the  Health  Department.  Owing  however  to  lack  of 
office  accommodation  opportunities  for  personal  con- 
sultations and  references  are  not  afforded  sufficiently  often 
to  secure  the  best  results  obtainable  from  a department 
consisting  of  several  inter-dependent  sections. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Helsby,  who  commenced  duties  on  April 
15th,  1913,  left  to  join  the  Army  on  December  1st,  1914, 
and  resigned  his  post  on  December  17th,  1915.  Dr. 
J.  P.  H.  Davies,  who  took  up  his  appointment  on  June 
9th,  1913,  also  joined  the  colours  on  April  15th,  1915. 
The  only  whole-time  medical  assistant  available  during 
the  year  was  Dr.  Agatha  M.  Clark,  who  served  for  the 
whole  of  the  year  up  to  the  illness  which  unfortunately 
terminated  fatally  on  the  4th  of  October,  1916.  A portion 
of  Dr.  Clark’s  time  wTas  given  to  the  School  Medical 
Service.  Dr.  J.  W.  G.  Myler,  a former  member  of  the 
whole-time  staff,  was  engaged  as  ophthalmic  surgeon  and, 
from  May  9th,  1916,  devoted  two  afternoons  & week  to  the 


vii. 

examination  at  the  clinic  of  children  suffering  fronl 
defects  of  the  eyes.  Five  of  the  health  visitors  spent  a 
portion  of  their  time  in  the  interests  of  the  School  Medical 
Service  throughout  the  year  and  five  additional  ones  3 
similar  proportion  of  their  time  for  a short  period  towards 
the  end  of  the  year. 

SCOPE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

In  consequence  of  the  relatively  short  time  for  which 
medical  service  was  available  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
it  was  considered  advisable  and  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Board  of  Education  to  limit  the 
medical  inspections  to  three  classes  of  children  in  the 
schools  which  it  was  found  possible  to  visit,  viz.:  — 

(a)  Children  of  all  ages  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
medical  inspector,  teacher,  school  nurses,  parents,  or 
others,  required  medical  attention  at  the  time  of 
inspection.  Such  of  them  as  were  embraced  by  the 
code  groups  of  entrants,  intermediates,  and  leavers 
were  placed  in  their  respective  divisions  in  the 
summarized  records  ; 

(b)  The  leavers,  or  all  children  who  would,  in  tne 
ordinary  course  of  events,  leave  school  before  the  next 
medical  inspection  would  become  due ; 

(c)  The  tuberculosis  contacts,  or  all  children  who 
were  known  or  believed  to  come  into  more  or  less 
close  contact,  at  their  homes  or  elsewhere,  with  cases 
of  tuberculosis.  Some  members  of  this  group  fall,  as 
a matter  of  course,  within  the  code  groups,  but  a 
knowledge  of  the  special  circumstances  makes  it 
advisable  that  the  medical  inspection  should  in  these 
cases  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible  and  with  unusual 
care,  special  attention  being  .given  to  the  parts  known 
to  be  the  most  frequent  seats  of  this  disease. 


Tlie  total  number  of  children  examined  during  the 
year,  divided  into  their  respective  groups,  is  given  in  the 
two  accompanying  tables  (Table  I.  A.  and  B.,  and 
Table  1).  The  latter  is  included  for  purposes  of  comparison 
with  a similar  one  forming  part  of  previous  reports. 

Table  I. 

Number  of  Children  Inspected  1st  January,  1916,  to  31st 
December,  1916. 


A.  “Code”  Groups 


Entrants. 

Inter- 

mediate 

Group. 

Learners. 

Grand 

Age 

3 

4 

5 

6 

S3  of 

-3  a 
- 

O <; 

Total. 

8 • 

12 

13 

14 

§ s 

o< 

Tetal.  J 

Total. 

Boys 

— 

11 

31 

48 

44 

134 

12 

140 

187 

15 

6 

298 

444 

Girls 

— 

3 

27 

51 

35 

116 

24 

82 

101 

4 

11 

198 

338 

Totals 

— 

14 

58 

99 

79 

250 

36 

222 

238 

19 

17 

1 

496 

782 

B.  Groups  other  than  “Code.” 


Intermediate  Group 
(other  than  8 years). 

Special 

Cases. 

Be-examinatic  ns 
(i.e,  number  of 
children  re  examined). 

Boys 

5 

i 

97 

26 

Girls 

9 

95 

33 

Totals... 

14 

192 

59 

IX. 


Table  1. 


Age  in  Years. 

Sex. 

•• 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Specials. 

Tubereu- 
losis  Con- 
tacts (not 
in  Code 
Cronp). 

Totals. 

3 to  4 | 

4 to  5 

5 to  6 | 

6 to  7 | 

7 to  8 | 

8 to  9 | 

9 to  10  | 

10  to  11  | 

11  to  12  | 

12  to  13  | 

13  io  14  | 

14  to  15  | 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

11 

3 
31 
27 
48 
51 
44 
35 

4 
7 
2 

1 

2 

8 

17 

3 
9 
2 

4 

3 

5 

140 

82 

137 

101 

15 

4 

8 

16 

4 

6 

16 

13 
28 
24 
20 

14 
10 
12 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

11 

3 
31 

27 
49 
51 
53 
53 
16 

31 
21 
23 

32 
29 

28 
20 

150 

94 

140 

107 

15 

4 

f 

Boys 

140 

309 

88 

9 

546 

All  ages  t 

Girls 

. . 

123 

224 

91 

4 

442 

l 

Totals 

• • 

263 

533 

179 

13 

988 

GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  THE  FACTS  DISCLOSED 
BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


In  Table'  2 are  shown  the  number,  character,  and 
percentage  proportions  of  the  defects  found  on  the  medical 
inspection  of  988  children.  Practically  all  the  organic 
abnormalities  fonnd  were  in  higher  proportions  than  the 
average  for  the  district  as  recorded  in  previous  annual 
reports  with  the  exception  of  caries  of  the  teeth.  This  fact 
is  doubtless  due  in  the  main  to  the  method  of  selection 
followed  in  the  case  of  a large  proportion  of  the  children 
examined  as  already  mentioned. 
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Table  2. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

No.  of 
Children 
suffering 
from  each 
disease 
or  defect. 

Proportion 
per  cent,  of 
the  number 
suffering 
to  the 
number 
examined. 

Skin  : Contagious  (excluding  Ringworm) 

.. 

27 

2-6 

Skin:  Non-contagious 

... 

12 

1-1 

Ringworm  of  head 

... 

4 

0*4 

Ringworm  of  body 

... 

3 

0*3 

Heart  disease 

83 

7'9 

Lung  disease  (non-tuberculous)  ... 

36 

3 4 

N ervous  affections 

6 

0-6 

Mentally  defective 

33 

2 2 

Enlarged  tonsils 

537 

51*3 

Mouth  Breathers 

63 

6-2 

Adenoids  ... 

88 

8*4 

Enlarged  glands  (non-tubercular) 

280 

26*7 

Defective  speech 

62 

5*9 

External  eye  disease... 

88 

8-4 

Squint 

31 

3-0 

Defective  vision 

219 

20-9 

Ear  disease 

88 

8 4 

Deafness  ... 

27 

2-6 

Carious  teeth  (4  or  over) 

255 

24-4 

Rickets 

20 

1*9 

Hernia 

1 

01 

Deformities  and  Tumours 

22 

2 1 

Enlarged  Thyroid  Gland 

11 

11 

Infectious  Disease 

— - 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

11 

11 

,,  ,,  Glands  ... 

— 

— 

„ „ Bone... 

1 

o-i 

,,  ,,  other  pan* 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  all  parts 

12 

11 

Subnormal  Nutrition  ... 

121 

11  6 

General  Neglect 

4 

0 4 

Pediculosis 

143 

13*7 

Other  diseases 

27 

2-6 

The  number  of  children  to  whose  parents  or  guardians 
notices  in  respect  of  defects  were  sent  amounted  in  the 
course  of  the  year  to  762,  as  compared  with  565,  569,  664, 
1,034,  ‘2,183,  and  1,444  respectively  in  the  seven 
immediately  preceding  years.  The  number  given  (762) 
represents  with  fair  accuracy  the  number  of  children, — 
as  distinguished  from  defects, — the  condition  of  each  one 
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of  whom  was  considered  to  be  snch  as  to  require  either 
treatment  or  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

The  appended  Table  (No.  IV.)  furnishes  similar  infor- 
mation in  addition  to  other  particulars  relating  to  the 
results  of  treatment  and  the  number  and  proportion  of  the 
defects  remaining  untreated.  This  table  also  takes  into 


Table  IV  — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children 
during  1916. 


Condition. 

No.  of  defects 
found  for 
which  treat- 
ment was 
necessary. 

No.  of  defects  for  which  no  Report 
is  available. 

No.  of  defects  treated. 

Result  of 
Treatment. 

No.  of  defects  not  treated. 

Per  cent,  of  defects  treated.  j 

From  previous 
yeats. 

New. 

Total. 

Remedied. 

Improved. 

Unchanged. 

Clothing 

Footgear 

Cleanliness  of  Head 

8 



8 

1 

6 

1 

1 

4 

1 

75  0 

Cleanliness  of  Body 

5 

— 

5 

1 

4 

4 

— 





80-0 

Nutrition 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 



100-0 

N ose  and  Throat  . . 

1418 

259 

1677 

367 

1062 

371 

264 

427 

248 

63-3 

External  Eye  Disease 

95 

18 

113 

24 

84 

31 

30 

23 

5 

74-3 

Ear  Disease 

98 

17 

110 

15 

86 

28 

36 

22 

9 

78-2 

Teeth.. 

1219 

81 

1310 

313 

719 

349 

123 

247 

268 

54-9 

Heart  and  Circulation 

81 

5 

86 

23 

62 

17 

31 

14 

1 

72T 

Lungs 

76 

— 

76 

22 

54 

35 

15 

4 



71*1 

Nervous  System  .. 

7 

— 

7 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 



71*4 

Skin  .. 

86 

5 

91 

18 

73 

57 

8 

8 



80-2 

Rickets 

— 

— 













Deformities 

24 

— 

24 

6 

16 

1 

4 

11 

2 

66-7 

Tuberculosis  (non-pulmonary) 

3 

— 

3 

1 

2 

2 

— 



66-7 

Speech 

4 

— 

4 

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 



75-0 

Mental  Condition 

4 

_ 

4 

4 





4 



100  0 

Vision  and  Squint 

532 

99 

631 

134 

398 

294 

37 

67 

99 

631 

Hearing 

68 

6 

74 

24 

48 

12 

20 

16 

2 

64-9 

Miscellaneous 

63 

15 

1 78 

11 

64 

17 

25 

22 

3. 

82  1 

Totals 

3788 

505 

4293 

963 

26921220 

1 

599 

00 

OS 

*638 

1 

62-7 
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consideration  accumulations  from  previous  years  of 
children  not  dealt  with  before  the  year  under  review  or 
with  defects  still  requiring  treatment. 

The  Council  have  not  hitherto  undertaken  themselves 
to  provide  means  of  treatment  for  defective  school 
children  except  in  so  far  as  the  examination  of  cases  of 
defective  vision  and  the  prescription  of  spectacles  where 
indicated  can  be  considered  to  come  under  this  definition. 
On  the  other  hand,  owing  to  the  contract  system  of  medical 
practice  in  vogue  in  the  district,  medical  advice  and  treat- 
ment are  obtainable  without  additional  cost  for  practically 
every  school  child  in  the  district,  but  owing  to  the  stress 
upon  the  profession  caused  by  the  war,  and  to  the  fact  that 
hospitals  formerly  available  are  now  loth,  or  find  it 
impracticable,  to  deal  with  the  minor  ailments  of  school 
children,  the  position  from  this  point  of  view  is  less 
favourable  than  it  was  before  the  war,  and  such  disabling 
defects  as  adenoids,  serious  caries  of  the  teeth,  and 
deafness  in  school  children  are,  under  the  circumstances, 
liable  to  be  put  aside  for  defects  and  illnesses  of  a more 
urgent  nature.  At  the  time  of  writing  however,  the 
Education  Committee  have  under  consideration  the 
appointment  of  one  whole-time  dental  surgeon  if  a 
suitable  one  be  obtainable  having  regard  to  the  position 
created  by  the  war. 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  SCHOOL  CHILDREN, 

As  shown  in  Table  9,  a total  of  44  children  known  to 
be,  or  to  have  been,  associated  with  cases  definitely 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  either  at  home  or 
elsewhere,  were  examined  at  school  or  clinic  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  Of  these,  10,  or  23  per  cent.,  were  definitely 
pronounced  to  be  also  suffering  from  some  form  of  this 
disease,  and  12  more,  or  27  per  cent,  presented  conditions 
or  symptoms  which  led  to  the  opinion  that  the  disease 
might  be  present  in  an  incipient  stage  or  might  supervene 
at  an  early  date. 
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Table  9,  showing:  the  result  of  the  exam- 
ination of  Tuberculosis  contacts. 


Result  of 
Examination. 

Sex. 

Totals 

Among 

the 

Entrants. 

Among 

the 

Leavers. 

Among 

Remaining 

Children 

Selected. 

Positive 

Doubtful 

Negative 

1 Boys 
) Girls 
1 Boys 
1 Girls  .. 

I Boys'  ... 

) Girls 

6 

4 

9 

3 

12 

10 

4 

3 

4 

3 
1 

4 

1 

4 

5 
2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

Boys 

27 

9 

10 

8 

Girls 

17 

10 

2 

5 

Totals  . . . 

44 

19 

12 

13 

The  scheme  of'  medical  service  provides  for  the 
periodical  re-examination  of  both  these  classes  of  cases  at 
the  clinic  as  well  as  for  the  adoption  of  snch  protective  or 
preventive  steps  as  may  prove  practicable.  Snch  measures 
are  specified  by  the  school  nurses,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  medical  staff,  on  their  visits  to  the  children’s  hornet. 
Children  believed  to  be  capable  of  conveying  the  disease 
to  others  are  excluded  from  school. 

THE  METHOD  OF  FOLLOWING  UP 
DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 


THE  CLINIC. 

The  school  nurses, — nine  in  number  at  the  end  of  the 
year, — also  act  as  health  visitors  and  give  a portion  only 
of  their  time  to  following  up  to  their  homes  the  school 
children  ascertained  by  medical  inspection  to  be  suffering 
from  defects.  Each  nurse  is  periodically  provided 
with  a list  of  the  defective  children  living  in  her 
district,  whose  homes  it  is  her  duty  to  visit  at 
regular  intervals.  The  record  thus  obtained  relating 
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to  each,  child  is  entered  on  a special  card,  and  the 
children  are,  when  possible,  re-examined  in  the  light 
of  the  information  furnished  on  the  cards.  Some  of 
the  knowledge  thus  acquired  is  incorporated  in  Table  IV. 
already  given.  Each  nurse  is  also  given  from  time  to  time 
a short  list  of  children  who  are  suffering  from  defective 
vision  and  for  whose  attendance  at  the  clinic  on  a specified 
afternoon  she  makes  arrangements  so  that  they  may  be 
examined  by  the  ophthalmic  surgeon,  the  nurse  concerned 
being  also  present.  In  the  case  of  children  requiring 
spectacles  not  fewer  than  three  visits  to  the  clinic  are  paid 
by  each  child,  the  last  visit  being  for  the  purpose  oi 
enabling  the  surgeon  to  test  the  glasses  obtained  with 
regard  to  the  correctness,  quality,  and  position  of  the 
lenses  and  the  suitability  and  fit  of  the  frames.  The 
nurses  afterwards  periodically  visit  the  homes  of,  and  the 
schools  attended  by,  the  children  to  ascertain  whether 
proper  use  is  made  of  the  spectacle*.  The  Education 
Authority  defray  the  cost  of  the  spectacles  in  instances 
proved  to  their  satisfaction  to  be  necessitous. 

Owing  to  the  small  amount  of  medical  inspection  which 
it  was  possible  to  carry  out  at  the  schools  during  the  year, 
the  following-up  done  related  mainly  to  the  accumulation 
from  previous  years  of  children  who  still  remained 
uncured. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  IV.  that  4,293  children  were 
reported  upon,  505  being  new,  and  3,788  old,  cases,  and 
that  in  963  instances  no  reports  were  forthcoming.  It 
will  be  observed  that  62  per  cent,  of  the  children  in  respect 
of  whom  reports  were  obtained  sought  medical  advice,  that 
42  per  cent,  were  cured  or  improved,  and  that  15  per  cent, 
failed  to  take  any  adequate  steps  for  the  removal  or 
correction  of  the  defects. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  three  additional  health 
visitors  and  school  nurses  were  appointed,  chiefly  in 
consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
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Welfare  Scheme  it  was  decided  to  make,  but  owing  to  the 
unsuitability  of  the  other  candidates  who  applied,  the 
appointments  made  amounted  to  only  one-half  the  intended 
increase.  The  Council  consequently  decided  to  raise  the 
commencing  salary  from  £80  to  £95  a year,  and  in  the 
current  year  the  response  to  the  advertisement  has  been 
more  satisfactory.  With  the  increased  staff  of  nurses  it 
is  believed  that  it  will  he  practicable  to  undertake  more 
frequent  and  systematic  visiting  of  schools  in  connection 
with  the  cleanliness  of  the  scholars,  the  progress  of  the 
children  under  observation,  the  selection,  in  conjunction 
with  the  teachers,  of  cases  requiring  early  medical 
examination,  and  the  many  other  directions  in  which  the 
services  of  a capable  school  nurse  can  be  beneficially  given. 

The  clinic  was  used  in  the  interests  of  the  school 
medical  service  97  times  in  the  course  of  the  year  for  the 
purposes  and  to  the  extent  shown  in  the  following  table : — 

The  Clinic— Inspection  in  1916. 


Purposes  for 
which  used. 

Times 

used. 

No. 

Examined. 

No.  referred  for 
further 
Examination. 

Defective  Vision 

78 

373 

172 

Special 

Exam  inations 

6 

10 

3 

Pupil  Teacher 
Candidates 

13 

78 

53 

Totals  ... 

97 

461 

228 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  figures  given  in  the 
last  column  of  the  above  table  are  embraced  by  those  in 
the  third  column  ; thus,  172  out  of  373  cases  examined  for 
defective  vision  were  not  finally  dealt  with  by  the  surgeon 
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as  the  spectacles  when  obtained  had  not-  been  presented, 
before  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  for  his  final 
approval  in  relation  to  their  use  by  the  wearers. 

The  number  of  necessitous  cases  among  the  children 
suffering  from  defective  vision  amounted  to  43. 

THE  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  the  case  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  all  children 
from  the  infected  houses  are  excluded  from  school  as  long 
as  the  infection  remains  and  for  a specified  period  after- 
wards. In  the  case  of  measles  however  children  attending 
the  upper  departments  are  permitted  to  attend  if  not 
themselves  suffering,  hut  an  approximately  adequate 
control  of  this  disease  will  not  he  possible  until  the  staff 
of  school  nurses  has  been  increased  to  the  extent  already 
authorized  by  the  Council.  With  regard  to  the  non- 
notifiable  diseases,  arrangements  are  being  made  whereby 
information  of  their  occurrence  in  school  children  will  be 
obtainable  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  from  the  teachers 
as  well  as  health  visitors,  and  forms  and  instructions  for 
this  purpose  are  now  in  course  of  preparation.  The  scheme 
also  provides  for  the  examination  at  the  clinic  of  children 
after  their  recovery  from  these  diseases  as  to  their  freedom 
from  infection  before  their  re-admission  to  school,  hut  its 
full  application  in  this  respect  will  not  be  possible  until 
sufficient  medical  assistance  will  have  become  obtainable. 

SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 

No  progress  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year 
towards  the  provision  of  special  facilities  for  dealing  with 
delicate  or  ill-nourished  children  in  need  of  an  orderly 
life  and  suitable  environment  as  obtainable  at  some  kinds 
of  open-air  schools,  nor  with  those  suffering  from  various 
forms  of  mental  deficiency.  The  Glamorgan  County 
Council  are  the  local  authority  for  this  district  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  but  the 
local  Education  Authority  lias  also  certain  obligations  in 
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connection  with  the  education  of  children  who,  although 
mentally  deficient,  are  capable  of  receiving  benefit  in 
special  schools  or  classes. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

During  the  year,  28  hoys  and  50  girls  were  medically 
examined  as  to  their  physical  fitness  for  the  teaching 
profession.  In  no  case  was  it  considered  advisable  to 
recommend  the  candidate’s  rejection,  hut  16  hoys  and 
37  girls  were  found  to  he  suffering  from  remediable  or 
corrigible  defects,  and  were  consequently  advised  to  seek 
appropriate  treatment  before  submitting  themselves  to  a 
re-examination  at  a later  date. 

There  were  also  seen  seven  children  referred  by  the  local 
bench  of'  magistrates  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  a is 
opinion  as  to  their  fitness  to  attend  school.  The  Court 
was  thus  afforded  some  guidance  before  passing  judgment 
upon  parents  brought  before  it  for  their  children’s  non- 
attendance,  ill-health  of  the  latter  being  usually  given  as 
the  reason. 


A 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council 


REPORT 


' 

OP 


MU 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


H 


FOR 

THE  YEAR  1916. 


TONYPANDY: 

Evans  & Short,  General  Printers,  Bookbinders  and  Stationery 


yf 


